
If your life could be transformed completely, would you 
welcome it? If you are like me you want to know what 
kind of transformation you'd be in for first.  
 
Most of us undergo transformations unwillingly. We get 
sick. A law that made you or a loved one safe is changed. 
There is an accident. Someone loses a job, or a house, or 
a relationship. Someone dies. Suddenly life is different 
than before.  Versions of these sorts of transformations 
come to us all.  
 
What if another sort of transformation was waiting whose 
outcome would be welcome? The kind that leads to a bet-
ter life, guaranteed. Sounds a bit like an advertisement for 
something too good to be true, doesn't it? "What's the 
catch?" we ask. "Do I have to not eat? Will it involve ex-
ercise? Do I have to make changes I don't want to/don't 
know how to make?" We are so used to being sold things 
that the idea of getting something for free is received with 
suspicion. We want to be responsible for the good things 
that come our way. 
 
Sadly, some churches fall into the pattern of offering peo-
ple the grace of God as an "if only," something they can 
experience if only they do/feel/agree on certain things. "If 
only you believe certain things in your heart, you'll be 
happy." "If only you accept certain interpretations of 
scripture (without question, usually) you'll be at peace." 
"If only you pray more/better/smarter/ God will answer 
you."  
 
 
 

Generally, I avoid religious films because church life—
and Protestant church life in particular—is almost never 
well-portrayed. But this week I broke my rule. The movie 
involved a little girl who was struggling with a fatal ill-
ness. Early scenes established that her family belonged to 
a church and practiced prayer at home. The congregation 
supported the family well. But after many months of ill-
ness, two women approached the mom after worship with 
an "if only." "You've been praying and we've been pray-
ing," they said, 'but your little girl is still sick. It's time for 
you to confess the sin that is keeping your child ill. It 
might be yours, or your husband's, or hers," one of them 
said in a syrupy voice. Mom responded by walking away 
and not going back. The pastor, who was wise and kind, 
told the mom "Unfortunately, no one has to take an IQ 
test to come to church," but the damage had been done.  
 
The journey to the cross in Lent is sometimes received as 
an "if only." "If only I attend church every week, give up 
something I like, learn what to say to the kids, read a de-
votion every day, then Lent will be meaningful and help-
ful to my faith." But there are no "if onlys" in Christiani-
ty. That is the very meaning of the cross. Jesus fulfilled 
every "if only" there is. His faith, his obedience, his inti-
macy with and trust in God is what saves us, not our own. 
Not even our belief in what he did. The saving act is 
done. We are loved. We are cherished. No "if onlys."  
 
If we want to do something, let's do it for sheer joy.  

 
 
 

BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

LOVING GOD WITH HEART, SOUL AND MIND|                                                                      ISSUE 03.17 

Blacksburg  
Presbyterian  

Church 
 

Loving God with Heart, 
Soul and Mind 

March  2017 NEWSLETTER  

The Pastor’s Page By Dr. Catherine Taylor 



 
Prayer Concerns 
Trusting in God’s presence, grace, healing, and 
care, we also pray for many people…  
 

...for Rosalyn Lester and her family following the passing of her 
 husband Ned Lester on Feb. 22; 
...for Brynn Kingsley Stewart, newborn daughter of Nolan and 
 Brittany Stewart; 
...for Sandy Schlaudecker whose father, Perry Power, passed away; 
...for Charles Amos who is hospitalized with pneumonia; 
...for Robert Dean who is continuing to heal; 
...for Doug, a great friend of Elva Miller’s daughter Andrea, who has
  multiple large cancers throughout his body, taking chemo to
  try to get 6 months to see his daughter graduate from 
 college; 
...for Judy Davis’ friend Janice Bowers who had a stroke; 
...for Linda Smith whose mother passed away at the age of 101; 
...for Sally Alderson and the Hendricks family following the death of 
 Bill Alderson; 
...for Randy and Sherry Ingham's daughter Amanda who is 
 recovering from a stroke; 
...for Carolyn White; 
...for Donna Stalcup; 
...for Linda Smith whose aunt passed away; 
...for Dee Baker following her husband, Dick's death– a Memorial 
  Service will be held on April 1 at 1:00 p.m. at BPC; 
...for Ted Ake; 
...for Nancy Ann Williams who is dealing with health concerns; 
...for Rosa Linkous; 
...for missionaries who serve God's people amid dangerous times;  
...for Sherry and Randy Ingham's 2-year-old granddaughter,  
 Emily Schroepfer,  who was diagnosed with Leukemia and is 
 undergoing chemotherapy; 
...for Edith Stockton who has constant back/leg pain; 
 
Continue to be in prayer for  Margaret Dawson, Bob Stalcup,    
Karen Watson, Christy Savage, Charles Amos, Marcia Cowley,   
Sarah Rogers, Sandy Schlaudecker, Donna Stalcup, Mark Rakes, 
Gary Dingus, David Doherty, Anne Grover, Don MacKinder, Joann 
Boles, Eleanor Lau, Joan Munford, Kathleen Wampler. 

Newsletter deadlines! 
We look forward to your items  for the newsle er. Please have all items  
submi ed to Sherry by March 15, 2017. Items may be submi ed by email 
to: sherry@blacksburgpres.org 
 

Newsle er Schedule:  
April 1, 2017 (deadline Mar. 15, 2017) 
May 1, 2017 (deadline  April 12, 2017) 

 

Don’t forget our newsle er is available on  
our website! Check it out! www.blacksburgpres.org 

KNITWITS Next Gathering 
March 27, 2017 ‐ 1:00‐3:00 p.m. 

In Westminster Hall. 
All are welcome! 

Please Welcome our new arrival! 
 

Brynn Kingsley Stewart 
Born Feb. 9, 2017 

4lbs., 4 oz.  
 

Proud parents are  
Bri any and Nolan Stewart 

and big brother Henry 

 

  Fair Trade Coffee and items will be 
available on the  first Sunday of each 

month following    
worship in the  

Gathering Space.   
Items will be available  

March 5th  
 

Help us to support small farmers with  
Fair Trade items. 

BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE AVAILABLE AT BPC 
Sunday, March 5, 2017  
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FAITH ON TAP 
 

Faith on Tap is resuming on  
Friday, March 24 from  

6:00‐8:00 p.m. 
So, save the date for another opportunity 

for young folks to get together in a      
relaxed, fun atmosphere! 

 
Stayed tuned for the upcoming location! 
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Ash Wednesday Service at 
BPC  

March 1 at 6:30 p.m. in  
the Sanctuary 

2017 Ecumenical Lenten Supper Series 
Back to Basics 

Supper 5:30—6:15 p.m. 
Worship 6:15 —7:00 p.m. 

March 8 
Host: Luther Memorial Church 
  600 Prices Fork Road 
  Blacksburg, VA  24060 
Mike Ellerbrock— “Ten Commandments” 
Scripture Text: Exodus 34:1‐9, 27‐28 

March 15 
Host: Unitarian Universalist Congrega on 
  1301 Gladewood Drive  
  Blacksburg, VA  24060 
Co‐Host: Northside Presbyterian Church  
Joe Carson— “Creed” 
Scripture Text: Ezekiel  6:22‐32 

March 22 
Host: New Life Chris an Fellowship 
  130 Jackson Street, NW,  
  Blacksburg, VA  24060 
Bill King— “Lord’s Prayer” 
Scripture Text: Ma hew 9:6‐15 

March 29 
Host: Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg,  VA   24060‐5213 
Linda Dickerson— “Bap sm”  
Scripture Text: Romans 6:1‐14 

April 5 
Host: Blacksburg United Methodist Church 
  Life Center, 706 Harding Blvd., Blacksburg, VA  24060 
Joe Racek— “Holy Communion” 
Scripture Text: Ma hew 26:26‐29; Luke 22:14‐20 
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Spotlight the Possible began in 2013 here at BPC. The goal then and now is to address topics of interest 
with a focus on telling the complete story in a truthful, unbiased way. Articles were published monthly for about 
three years. Then there was a roughly one-year hiatus until today’s return. The return was prompted by the con-
tinued polarization and extreme levels of misinformation in our current public dialog. With the return, a new fo-
cus is added on social media and easy access to the articles by the general public. It is hoped that this access will 

lead to productive civil dialog. We encourage you to use our Facebook page to post comments, either about Spotlight 
the Possible or especially about the topics we discuss. 
 

The Syrian Civil War 
 

Did you know? 
The Syrian Civil war has been ongoing since 2011. It rose from the 2010 - 2012 wave of protests in the Arab world 
known as the Arab Spring. The protests turned violent and the war started when the government attacked protestors 
calling for the removal of Syrian president Bashar al Assad. Since 2011: 
 •At least 470,000 people have been killed. This number was the best estimate approximately one year ago and  
 many more deaths have occurred since then, but accurate counts are difficult to obtain as the violence is   
 too great and the situation too chaotic for monitoring.  
 

 •It is estimated that two million people have been wounded.  
 

 •More than 5 million Syrians have left the country and are living as refugees in other countries. Another 6.5 million 
 are displaced within the country. These two numbers combine to more than half of the pre-war 22 million   
 people of Syria who have lost their homes.  
 

 •It is estimated that there are today 4 million people in need, who live in areas that humanitarian organizations are  
 unable to reach. 
 
The Syrian government receives various kinds of support from Russia, Iran, and Hezbollah. The forces opposing the 
government in the civil war are not a unified entity, but are instead a large assortment of independent groups. Some  
of these groups are supported in various ways by countries such as Turkey, Qatar, Jordan, and Saudi Arabia, as well 
as by the US, Great Britain and France.  At least one rebel group is an al Qaeda affiliate. Additionally, the terrorist 
organization which calls itself the Islamic State (ISIS) took advantage of the civil war and began to take over large 
areas of Syria. 
 
Did you also know? 
In the last weeks of 2016, following a battle that had gone on for four years, the Syrian government recaptured one   
of Syria’s largest cities, Aleppo. Following that battle, a cease fire was brokered by Russia and Turkey between the 
Syrian government and some of the rebel groups. While an important step towards peace, this cease-fire is not an end 
to the war. Rebel forces continue to hold approximately 60% of the area of Syria, home to 40% of the population.  
Syrian president Bashar al Assad has vowed to recapture those areas. Also, ISIS and some other opposition forces are 
not part of the cease-fire and continue to fight. US president Obama supported the removal of Assad, while president 
Trump has expressed an interest in partnering with Russia, and by extension Assad, to fight ISIS. Other governments 
supporting one force or another have an interest in continued fighting. 
 
What you can do: 
The Syrian Civil War is one of the bloodiest and most disruptive conflicts of our generation, whose consequences 
have rippled across the Middle East, Mediterranean countries, Europe, and the United States. The war is at a cross 
roads with the current cease-fire and the change in the US president. Voice your opinion to the new administration. 
Urge the US to promote and vigorously pursue a peaceful resolution. Support efforts to assist the many victims of this 
great human tragedy. 
 
Learn More: 
PCUSA supports taking action to provide humanitarian assistance and refugee resettlement. If you would like to learn 
more about Presbyterian advocacy on Syria, download the following document to learn about their partner organiza-
tions engaged in the region. Included are sample letters to your legislators urging them to support Syrian humanitarian 
aid and refugee resettlement in the U.S. https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/holy-discontentment-advocacy
-action-syria/ 
Other sources of information: 
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs:  http://www.unocha.org/syrian-arab-republic/syria-country-
profile/about-crisis 
UN Refugee Agency: http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/global-trends-2015.html 

PBS http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/a-staggering-new-death-toll-for-syrias-war-470000/ 
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights  http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=58111 
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Friends, CEDEPCA has completed their 30th year of offering 
different programs, and transforming people’s lives, families, 
churches and communities.  

Since 1986, we have reached lots of communities. We have 
touched thousands of women and men that dream and work for 
a better world. We carry out our work taking the values of 
God’s Kingdom as our guide; values that we practice, advocate 
and promote in all spaces. Over time, CEDEPCA has become 
an organization that has gained the respect of many people in 
different parts of the world. I am convinced that this is due in 
large part to the visionary leadership of our programs as well as 
our personnel and professors that are engaged with each one of 
our objectives.  

Everything that we have accomplished in 2016 would not have 
been possible without prayers, visits and financial support or 
our friends who know that the stories, such as the ones we are 
sharing, are a symbol of a New Heaven and New Earth. 

Let us continue walking together, holding God’s hand, writing 
new transformative stories.  

In Christ,  

Judith Castaneda 
General Coordinator of CEDEPCA 
 
 

 

CEDEPCA NEWS 
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Annual Chili Cook-Off- Sunday, Feb. 19 at 5:30 p.m.-Fellowship Hall was a success! 
The 19th Annual chili Cook-Off supporting Ukirk Ministry at VT was a huge success! About 80 folks 
gathered to enjoy delicious chili, great company, and a raucous trivia game. Congrats to the winners:  
Winnie Myers for “Honorable Mention”, Mary Lee Hendricks for “Spiciest”, Meg Laing for “Most Original” 
and a group effort from Roanoke Valley Presbyterian Church won “Champion.”  The evening raised 
$700 to benefit UKirk’s upcoming service trip with the Pilgrimage at the The Church of the Pilgrim in 
Washington, DC. A big thanks to all for your support!  
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Sunday, March 19th at 10:30am 
Sermon: What Did Empire Look Like in Jesus’ Time?  
 

Sunday, March 19th at 4:00pm 
Faithful Resistance: Signs of our Time: What are we Up Against?  
Childcare provided and recep on to follow 
 

Monday, March 20th at 7:00pm 
Faithful Resistance: The Call to the Church: We MUST Do Be er. 
Childcare provided  
 

All events will take place at  Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
located at 701 Church St. SE,  
Blacksburg, VA 24060‐5213.  

Rick Ufford‐Chase is the former execu ve director of 
the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship and a former 
Moderator of the PCUSA. He founded and served for 
17 years as director of Border Links, a bi‐na onal 
organiza on connec ng people of faith on both sides 
of the United States/Mexico border. With wife Ki y, 
he served on Chris an Peacemaker Teams in Colom‐
bia, Iraq, Pales ne and the United States/Mexico 
border region. Since 2008 he and Ki y have been co‐
directors of Stony Point Center, a conference center 
of the PCUSA in Stony Point, New York.  

The course is taught by trained family members. All instruction and course materials are free to class participants.  Over 
300,000 family members have graduated from this national program.  
 

The Family-to-Family Education Program, created by Dr. Joyce Burland, a psychologist and family member, is designed for 
families experiencing the effects of severe brain disorders, and focuses on three major psychiatric illnesses: schizophrenia, 
bipolar disorder (manic depression), and major depression. 
 

Classes are team-taught by intensively trained family members of individuals suffering from mental illnesses. The program 
curriculum covers treatment strategies and coping skills, such as improved communication and problem solving. 
Throughout the program, family members learn to be effective providers and advocates for an ill relative. Many participants 
also find the emotional support that is essential during times of illness and stress. 
 

Classes cover the following topics: 
Facts and Feelings—Learning the Difference, Introduction to Schizophrenia—Diagnosis and Causes 
Introduction to Depression and Bipolar Illness—Diagnosis and Causes, Brain Basics, Problem-Solving Skills 
Medication, Empathy Workshop—What is it like to experience a brain disorder?  Communication Skills 
Relative Groups and Self-Care, Rehabilitation Strategies, Advocacy.  

Classes are open to anyone with a family member or close friend experiencing mental illness. 

March 13 - May 29, 2017 
6:30-9:00pm, Mondays 

Location: Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
1301 Gladewood Dr., Blacksburg, Va 

Contact: Margo Walter  
(email: margoleewalter@gmail.com or tel. 540-230-0641 ) 

What Is NAMI’s Family-To-Family Program? 
The NAMI Family-to-Family Education Program is a free, 
12-week course for family 
caregivers of individuals with severe mental illnesses. 



Through the generosity of the congrega-
tions of Peaks Presbytery, a total of 
$81,226.22 was given to Cents-Ability/
Two Cents-a-Meal in 2016!  That’s a lot 
for just a few cents at a time!   

 
You may remember that about half of that 
amount goes to community agencies such 
as the NRCA Floyd County, Giles County 
and Radford/Fairlawn emergency assistance and food assis-
tance programs; Pulaski Daily Bread; the Rescue Mission of 
Roanoke; Charlotte County Meals on Wheels; and American 
Red Cross of Blue Ridge, Virginia.  About half of it goes to 
regional, national and international agencies such as Mulanje 
Mission and Kalikumbi Preschool and Mzuzu Orphan Cen-
ter in Malawi, Africa; Presbyterian Disaster Assistance; Ro-
ma Mission Center in Ukraine; and Feeding America South-
west Virginia.  About $2200 was designated this year for 
Heifer International. 
 

Are you participating in 2017?  If you have a hard time re-
membering each month, take a moment now to figure out a 
way to remind yourself.  Write it on your calendar for every 
third Sunday (or  the Saturday before the third Sunday if 
you like advance notice!)  Or promise yourself that when 
you see it in the monthly newsletter, you will write the check 
or gather up the change or however you want to do it.  Or 
next time we take the offering, stop in the gathering space 
and pick up a Cents-Ability container to collect your offer-
ing in or a Cents-Ability wrap to cover a container you have 
at home.  Remember, hungry people don’t get a rest, they 
don’t get to skip a month.  So try to figure out a way to not 
forget them!  
 
Thank you for your contributions to Cents-Ability! 

 

FIVE TIPS AND TRICKS TO SAVE ENERGY IN WINTER: 
 
1) Increase your furnace’s efficiency.  Changing your filters regularly saves on heating costs and extends the life of your 
furnace.  Be sure your ductwork is sealed and insulated. 
2) Don’t let it go up the chimney when your  fireplace is not in use.  An inflatable, easy-to-install chimney balloon (costs 
~$50 or less) keeps warm air from escaping up the chimney much better than a damper. 
3) Use a slow cooker, which consumes only a fraction of the energy of your  oven or  stove-top.  And it smells so good to 
come home to! 
4) Detect and seal drafts.  Turn on exhaust fans and place lit, smoky incense sticks near windows, doors and even electrical 
outlets.  If the smoke blows sideways, you have a leak.  Seal it with caulk, weather stripping or foam sealant.  
5) Insulate out-of-the-way windows.  Mist the inside glass with water and apply bubble wrap to the pane, bubble side 
against the glass.  It will stick all winter, peels off easily, and can cut heat loss from an uninsulated window in half! 
(Source:  AARP The Magazine) 
_______________ 
Mark your calendars for the Earth Day Fair at BPC on Sunday, April 23!   
Earth Day is Saturday, April 22.  We plan to begin our 3-week Season of Creation in worship on April 23.  After worship, 
we encourage everyone to come to the fellowship hall to learn about, and carry out, some ways to care for the earth.   
Some examples of centers that may be available: 

 Make a reusable bag and a reminder to hang in your car to help you remember to take your bags into the store. 

 Make a mason bee house and learn about the benefits of native bees. 

 Learn about ways to recycle items you can’t put in Blacksburg’s single-stream recycling pick-up.  Make suggestions 
for ways BPC can help us recycle those things. 

 Find out where the light switches are in our building and explore ways to save energy on site. 

 Do a scavenger hunt on the grounds or take a walk through our creation care/pollinator garden. 

• Pick up some milkweed seeds to plant in your yard for attracting monarch butterflies.    
 

Mark your calendars, and plan to bring the whole family!  

 
BPC’s CENTS-ABILITY COLLECTION  Sunday, March 19, 2017 

 

Words from the  
Creation Care Team 

helping us fulfill our mission: 
to ac vely nurture our rela onship with 

all of crea on 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S CIRCLES 

Presbyterian Women Circles  
All women are invited to join  

one of our Circles! 
 
 

Lydia Circle meets at 1:30 p.m. on Monday, March 6 at 
BPC in Fellowship Hall. Melinda Winslow is the study 
leader and Mary Jane Henika and Nancy Ann William 
are the hostesses. 
 
 

 
Hildegard Circle meets at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, Mar.  
13 at Blacksburg Presbyterian Church in Westminster 
Hall for desserts and fellowship. Followed by a Bible 
Study, Who is Jesus; According to Hebrews, Lesson 7. 
Newcomers are welcome.  
 
If you have ques ons please contact Jama Hayes at 382
‐6649 or  jamhayes240@gmail.com . 
 
 
 
Faith Circle meets at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, March 13 
at Jama Green’s home, 2532 Blossom Trail,  Blacksburg, 
Phone: 540‐315‐9032.  
 

For more informa on on Faith Circle contact Jen Stew‐
art at jenbusickstewart@yahoo.com or  540‐449‐1532.  

 

During the school year Middle and High School stu‐
dents (grades 6‐12) meet most Sunday evenings from  
5:30‐7:30 PM in Fellowship Hall for dinner, games,  
and discussions about faith in the lives of youth.   

 

For more informa on, contact Susan Hunter at  
552‐2504 or susanh@blacksburgpres.org  

 

Upcoming  Dates for the Calendar 
   
March 1—Ash Wednesday, worship at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Mar. 5— Youth Sunday Prepara on at BPC 5:30‐7:30 p.m. 
 
Mar. 12—Youth Sunday Prepara on at BPC 5:307:30 p.m. 
 
Mar. 19—4:00‐6:00 p.m. Smyth Lecture with  
  Rick Ufford‐Chase 
 
Mar. 26—Youth Sunday Prepara on at BPC 5:30‐7:30 p.m. 
 
April 1 (Saturday)— Youth Sunday Rehearsal    
         9:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m. 
 
April 2— Youth Sunday!  Go our to lunch a er worship. 
 
April 7‐8— PEAKS Presbytery Confirma on Retreat  
      at Camp Bethel 
 

April 9— Dinner and Project at BPC 5:30‐7:30 p.m.  
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Highlights of February 19, 2017 Session Mee ng 

  

 Accepted Christopher and Heather Lawrence 
into membership.  Their three children – 
Jackson, Ella, and Reed – are on the bap zed 
rolls 

 The youth were authorized to serve com‐
munion on Youth Sunday, April 2, 2017 

•  Boy Scouts were given permission to sell 
popcorn in the gathering space  

•  Efforts are underway to produce a banner 
welcoming immigrants and refugees for dis‐
play on church property 

 
The next Session mee ng is  
March 26, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 

Faithful Resistance: Con nued Reflec on 
The topics for the proposed 8 sessions come from the 
book, but we hope to enlarge and deepen our discus‐
sion by presen ng local speakers who have prac cal 
and current informa on that will give us further in‐
sight. Among the topics would be: 
Radford Arsenal and our concern for our watershed, 

Our Muslin neighbors, 
Gender and sexuality issues, 

Race rela ons, 
Income inequality in Montgomery County. 

 

March 26– This would be our kick‐off session and will 
be called “Reac on/Response to Rick Ufford‐Chase’s 
Presenta ons”.  
 

We will also con nue the Gathering Café  at  
10:00 a.m. in the Gathering Space.   

All are welcome! 

SPRING ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES 



ELDER OF THE WEEK                      
Feb. 27—Mar. 5    Susan Bailey 
Mar. 6—12     Ami Jo 
Mar. 13—19    Brent Opell 
Mar. 20‐26     Cherry Pelt 
Mar. 27—Apr. 2    Melanie Smith 
Apr. 3‐9      Jama Hayes 
Apr. 10—16 (Easter)  Peggy Kincaid 
Apr. 17—23    Fred Piercy 
Apr. 24—30    Brian Smith 
 

*Note March Session Mee ng scheduled for March 26 at 
7:00 p.m. 

Check our website for the most up to date calendar 
 Wednesday, March 1  ‐  Ash Wednesday—Lent Begins 
   6:30 p.m.  Ash Wednesday Worship Service –Sanctuary 
   7:00 p.m.  Adult Choir prac ce (following service)   
Sunday, March 5  
    9:00 a.m.  Sunday School for all ages 
 10:00 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship 
 10:30 a.m.  Worship w/ Communion 
5:30‐7:30 p.m.        Youth Group Dinner & Youth Sunday Prepara on 
Monday, Mar. 6 
   1:30 p.m.  Lydia Circle meets—FH 
   1:30 p.m.  Staff meets—WM 
Tuesday, Mar. 7 
  7:30 a.m.   Tuesday Morningstars Bible Study– HCR  
   9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.   Prayer Group meets—Prayer Room 
  7:00 p.m.   Children’s Ed Ministry mee ng– WM 
Wednesday, Mar. 8 
  9:30 a.m.   Caring for the Community—HCR 
 5:30‐7:00 p.m.  Ecumenical Lenten Series‐Luther Memorial  
    Lutheran Church, 600 Prices Fork Road, Blacksburg, VA 
  6:00 p.m.   Handbell prac ce  
  7:00 p.m.   Adult Choir prac ce 
Sunday, Mar. 12   
  9:00 a.m.   Sunday School for all ages 
  9:00 a.m.   New Member Class 
10:00 a.m.   Coffee Fellowship 
10:30 a.m.   Worship 
5:30‐7:30 p.m.   Youth Group at BPC Dinner & Youth Sunday Prep   
Monday, Mar. 13 
   1:30 p.m.  Staff mee ng– HCR 
  6:00 p.m.   Hildegard Circle meets at BPC at 6:30 p.m. –WM 
  7:30 p.m.   Faith Circle meets Jama Green’s home 
Tuesday, Feb. 14 
   7:30 a.m.  Tuesday Morningstars Bible Study– HCR  
   9:30 a.m.  Peace, Jus ce, Global Mission meets‐HCR 
   9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.   Prayer Group meets—Prayer Room 
  5:00 p.m.   Personnel meets‐WM 
Wednesday, Feb. 15 
5:30‐7:00 p.m.  Ecumenical Lenten Series– Unitarian Universalist  
    Congrega on, 1301 Gladewood Drive, Blacksburg, VA 
  6:00 p.m.   Handbell prac ce  
  7:00 p.m.   Adult Choir prac ce 
Sunday, Mar. 19 BPC’s Cents Ability collec on 
   9:00 a.m.  Sunday School for all ages 
10:00 a.m.   Coffee Fellowship 
10:30 a.m.   Worship with Rick Ufford‐Chase 
4:00‐6:00 p.m.  Youth– Smyth Lecture by Rick Ufford‐Chase 
Monday, Mar. 20 
   1:30 p.m.  Staff meets– WM 
   7:00 p.m.  Smyth Lecture Series with Rick Ufford‐Chase 
Tuesday, Mar. 21 
    7:30 a.m.  Tuesday Morningstars Bible Study—HCR 
    9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
  11:00 a.m.  Prayer Group meets—Prayer Room 
Friday, Mar. 24 
6:00 –8:00 p.m.  Faith on Tap—loca on TBD‐stayed tuned! 

SERVING THIS MONTH 

—Dates to Remember— 
*-HCR—Hatcher Conference Room 

*-FH—Fellowship Hall      *WM—Westminster Hall 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

1 – Suzanne Ducker, Melanie Hemingway, John Phillips 
2 ‐ Luke Phillips  
6 ‐ Rachel Banks, Mark Prosser 
11 – Stuart Hunter  
12 – Gretchen Thorse , Geoffrey Knobl 
13 – Kendra Crabtree  
16 – Margaret Dawson, Rylan Pospichal, Kyle Stone 
19 – Joann Boles, Carolyn Drumheller, Davis Mesmer, Cur s 
Roane 
20 – Jan McGilliard 
22  ‐ Jama Green 
23 – Frank Clark, Eric Wimberley 
24 – Ginsey Thompson 
25 – Allison Kruckow 
27 – Liz Goodsell 
28 – Kara Espinoza 
29 – Shalini Perumpral, Linda Waskey 
30 – Bob Hendricks  

1 – Ma hew Ducker 
2 – Thomas Ducker, Tom Watkins 
4 – Travis Eschenmann, David Harder,  
  Bill Neely 
7 ‐  Viola Howery, Phyllis Albri on‐Webb 
8 – Anne Campbell, Catherine Taylor 
9 – Airlie Harder, Kyle Knobl, Charles O’Brien 
11 – Deborah Miller  
13 – Tom Booth, Keirsten Deater‐Deckard 
15 – Mary Jane Henika 
16 – Susan Hunter 
17 – Griffin Warren 
18 – Linda Pospichal 
20‐   Susan Bailey, Zora Polikoff 
21‐   Lindy Mesmer 
22 – Lisa Smith  
24 – Garre  Knobl, Susan Verbrugge, C. W. Waskey  
25 – Mary Fain, Cara Wimberley  
28 – Cynthia Wimberley  
30 – Alex Aning, Judy Reemsnyder 
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Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org 
 
Catherine Taylor, Pastor: catherine@blacksburgpres.org  
 
 

Jeffrey Anthony, Music Director: Jeffrey@blacksburgpres.org 
 

Kendra Crabtree, Director of Communica on and Church Life 
                …kendra@blacksburgpres.org  
 

Susan Hunter, Director of Children and Youth Ministries… 
                                                             susanh@blacksburgpres.org 
 

Sherry Ingham, Office Manager:  sherry@blacksburgpres.org 
 

Viola Howery, Custodian 
 

Ginny Taylor‐Troutman, UKirk, Presbyterian Campus Ministry:  
campusminister@pcusa‐vt.org     
 

 

     Happening this month at BPC 
 

March 1 
Ash Wednesday Service at BPC 

6:30 p.m. in Sanctuary 
 

March 8 
Ecumenical Lenten Supper Series 

At Luther Memorial Lutheran Church 
Supper at 5:30-6:15 p.m. 

Worship at 6:15-7:00 p.m. 
Speaker: Mike Ellerbrock—”Ten Commandments” 

Scripture text: Exodus 34:1-9, 27-28 
 

March 12, 19, and 26 
New Member Classes 

 

March 19  
10:30 a.m. Worship with Rick Ufford-Chase 

4:00 p.m. Smyth Lecture Series with Rick Ufford-Chase 
March 20 

7:00 p.m. Smyth Lecture series with Rick Ufford-Chase 
 

March 26 
Session meets at 7:00 p.m.—Hatcher Conference Room 

 

March 29 
BPC Hosting Ecumenical Lenten Supper Series 

5:30-7:00 p.m. 
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