
 
PRAYER OF APPROACH   

O Lord our God, your glory shines as far as the east is from the west, from the north 
to the south, so that all people may see and be radiant, so that every heart might 
thrill and rejoice. Guide us on our baptismal journey in Christ. Overwhelm us with 
the joy of your presence. May we enter your house and pay homage to him whose in-
fant arms were already reaching out to the ends of the earth that all might be gath-
ered in. In your triune name, we pray. Amen. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION  

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

God-with-us, we confess that we have not embraced your love. You have searched  
for us, and yet we hide from you. You have lavished us with blessing, and yet we 
treasure earthly things. Forgive us, loving God. Shine on us with grace and glory and 
reveal to us your promise: good news of great joy in Jesus Christ our Lord.  …  (A 
time of silent confession follows.)  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 Friends, God is for us and not against us. 
  For that very reason God sent the Son into the world—  
  not to condemn the world, 
  but that the world might be saved through him. 
 We declare the good news of the Gospel: 
  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and set free to live a new life in him. 
  

GRATEFUL RESPONSE Christ, Be Our Light, v.1 CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT 
  Please see music on back page. 
  

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Christ, Be Our Light, v.2 CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT 
  Please see music on back page. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 60:1-6 
  Ephesians 3:8-12 
 

 
ANTHEM  Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn MARTY HAUGEN 

Adult Choir 
Text may be found at Hymn No. 107. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 2:1-2; 9-12 
 
SERMON “Light of Light”             Dr. Taylor 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN No. 152 What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER The Congregation  
 

MINUTE FOR MISSION  Andrew Warren 
 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES  Christ, Be Our Light, v. 3 CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT 
  Please see music on back page. 
 
OFFERTORY O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright  NICOLAI/BACH 
 Adult Choir 

Text may be found at Hymn No. 827. 
 

DOXOLOGY  Christ, Be Our Light, v. 4 CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT 
  Please see music on back page. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 127 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing WE’LL WALK IN THE LIGHT 
 

CHARGE 
 

BENEDICTION  Christ, Be Our Light, v.5 CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT 
  Please see music on back page. 
 

 POSTLUDE  
 

 Thank you to Jay Crone for stepping in for Jeffrey today.  
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
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Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
JANUARY 8, 2017 

 
 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.”  ~ Matthew 2:2 
 
 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
The Prayers of the People are written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate prayer. 

If you want to take part, write a one sentence prayer on the cards provided. 
 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 

Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Catherine Taylor         
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
PRELUDE  Jay Crone 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP    Rachael Byron 
We have seen the rising star; 
   The mystery of ages is revealed. 
The nations will come in wonder 
 To sing the praise of the Lord. 
 

 HYMN No. 744       Arise, Your Light Is Come! FESTAL SONG 
 
 



 ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
January 8, 2017 

 
Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and 
be moved toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or 
what you are seeking, you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to 
explore all that happens in life and ministry in this church.   
 
The Building and Grounds team and others are working on a possible renovation to our church 
kitchen. We use our kitchen daily, and we love it, but it has been 10 years since it has been upgraded. 
We are serious about offering hospitality, and we want our kitchen to reflect that.  We are serious about 
conversation, and we would like for our kitchen to reflect that. We are serious about our future, and we 
want our kitchen to serve those here now, and those to come. If you are interested in participating in this 
effort, please send an email to buildingsandgrounds@blacksburgpres.org or call the church office at 
540-552-2504.  
 
We give thanks today for our liturgist, Rachael Byron and to Jay Crone who is the organist while  
Jeffrey is in Wisconsin following his dad’s surgery.  
 
The BPC Worship Committee is forming a new Flower Guild which will arrange the 
sanctuary flowers periodically and help decorate our worship space for holidays. If you 
feel called to be part of this fellowship and would like to share your gifts this way, please 
contact either Judy Pospichal, judypospichal@gmail.com  or Jama Hayes, jam-
hayes240@gmail.com  or call the church office at 552-2504. We will begin meeting in 
mid-January, and training/guidance will be included. We look forward to having you join us! 
 
Special Adult Education Series to begin January 8 
On January 8, 2017 the adult education team invites all adults to join us for a 10-week class series based 
on the book, Faithful Resistance, by our March Smyth lecturer, Rick Ufford-Chase.    
 
Rick Ufford-Chase is an elder in the Presbyterian Church (USA).  He worked as a Presbyterian Mission 
Worker for 20 years on the U.S./Mexico border, supporting migrants and refugees and developing edu-
cational programs for people of faith who are interested in the complexities and challenges of the border 
region.  Rick served as the Moderator of the General Assembly from 2004 - 2006.  He was formerly the 
executive Director of the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship, and is currently Co-Director (with his wife, 
Kitty) of Stony Point Conference Center in New York.  Rick has been deeply interested in the intersec-
tion between our faith, the challenge of responding to violence in our time, and the work of partnering 
with those from other religious traditions to protect and extend basic human rights to all people. 
 
The 10 Sunday sessions will follow the 10 chapters of the book which will be convened by 10 members 
of Blacksburg Presbyterian as we prepare for Rick's visit.  The first half of the book names five of the 
"signs of the times" that Rick believes present a huge challenge to the church of Jesus in the United 
States today.  The second half of the book offers fodder for those who are discerning what it might look 
like to create new faith communities that have the capacity to respond to the challenges of our time.  
Books are $11 each and are available from the church office.   
 
 
 
 

ATTENTION ALL WOMEN! 
 You are cordially invited to the  

Annual Meeting of Presbyterian Women in the Fellowship Hall  
TODAY at 2:30 p.m.   

 There will be an inspiring program, a little business, refreshments, and time for fellowship  
with new and long‐term friends. 

  

For more information please contact Mary Harder at 
540‐951‐3588. 

 We hope to see you there! 
Creation Care Thought for today: All that is sweet, delightful, and amiable in this world, in the seren-
ity of the air, the fineness of seasons, the joy of light, the melody of sounds, the beauty of colors, the fra-
grancy of smells, the splendor of precious stones, is nothing else but Heaven breaking through the veil of 
this world. –William Law (1686-1761, Rules for living a Holy Life) 
 

SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Dave Smith     
Elder of the Week:   Today: Fred Piercy Mon-Sunday: Brian Smith  
Ushers:   Greg and Anne Campbell, Rick and Ian Davis 
Counters: Shalini Perumpral and Bob Hendricks 
Coffee Hosts: Peggy Kincaid Next Week: Peggy Kincaid 
 
THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Jan. 8  Sunday School for all ages at 9:00 a.m. 
    Fair Trade items available after worship in the Gathering Space 
    Presbyterian Women Annual Meeting at 2:30 p.m.- FH 
    Youth Group meets at BPC from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 Jan. 10 Tuesday Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Staff meeting at 9:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room 
    Children’s Ed Ministry meeting at 7:00 p.m. – WM 
 Jan. 11 Finance Committee meets at 4:00 p.m. - WM 
    No Handbell practice   
    No Adult Choir practice   
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT BPC  

 Jan 15-16 Youth Mission Trip to Richmond-TBD 
 Jan. 15 Art Forum with Jackie Harder following worship- WM 
 Jan. 16 Church Office Closed- Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday 
 Jan. 17 Deadline for newsletter items to Sherry 
 Jan. 28 – Feb. 4 BPC Hosting To Our House – see sign-up sheets 
 Jan. 29 Session meets at 7:00 p.m. 
 Feb. 5 BPC Annual Meeting 
 Feb. 24-26 PW Winterlude at Camp Alta Mons-see sign-up sheets 
 Mar. 1 Ash Wednesday 
 Mar. 19 & 20 Smyth Lecture with Rick Ufford-Chase  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

To Our House 
Providing Temporary Shelter for Homeless Men 

  
Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 

Host Congregation 
   Saturday, January 28 - Saturday February 4, 2017 

  
The king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you…for I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and 
you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” 

 

An ecumenical, interfaith group has been working for seven winter seasons to shelter 
homeless men during the coldest winter months.  The group, To Our House, provides 
temporary shelter and compassionate support for homeless men who seek such shel-
ter.  As the years have progressed, the staff have found ways to help the men find 
work, and permanent shelter of their own.  They have referred them to needed ser-
vices that will continue to serve them. 

With Jesus’ call in mind, BPC will host about fourteen men for one week.  We will pro-
vide the dinners, evening activities, bag lunches and a breakfast.  We will provide vol-
unteers to spend the night, volunteers to wash the linens after the week, and a volun-
teer to be at the intake center in Christiansburg each evening as the men arrive.  
There will also be a staff member of To Our House present at all times. 

Volunteers from the local congregations are the heart and soul of the temporary 
shelters.  A list of the needs for volunteers from our church is on the church web-
site. Please look it over, and think about your possible involvement.  There are also sign-up 
sheets in the gathering space, we may send you a doodle poll, or you can fill out a form on 
our church website. 
 
 Any method to indicate that you can volunteer will work!   Either Janne or Holly will 
email you when you indicate an interest.  Thanks!! 
  
You may have questions!  Contact: 
Janne Mathes, jannemathes@gmail.com or Holly McFall, holly.mcfall@gmail.com 

 

To Our House  -  Sheltering Homeless Men 
Opportunities to Volunteer 

  
At Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 

January 28—February 4, 2017            
 Please check off any volunteer  
opportunity you might consider.   

              
Name __________________________________  Phone ____________________ 
  
Email _____________________________________________________________ 
  
 

___  Receive cots, help with Set-up, 9:00 AM, January 28 
  

___  Evening: Volunteer at Intake Site 5-6 PM and  
                      Drive guests from Intake to BPC, Van provided 
  

___   Provide a meal, stay and eat with guests, clean up,  
                    prepare bag lunches for next day 
  

___   Help prepare a warm breakfast one morning or bring a breakfast casserole 
  

___  Evening:   BPC Host “In -Charge” 5:30 PM  —  9:00 PM 
  

___  Evening:  Drive men to Laundromat for personal laundry 
                          Or to shower at the Rec Center 
              

___  Overnight:  Stay overnight (you can sleep) 
  

___  Morning: Drive guests, from church to Intake, 7:00 AM, Van provided 
  

___  Sat., Feb. 4-7:  Launder all linens, done by Tuesday Feb. 7 
  

___ Sat., Feb 4:  Deliver Cots and materials to next Host Site  
  

___  Volunteer:  nurse, doctor, attorney, hairdresser, mending, other 



2017 CELEBRATION  FLOWER  RESERVATION 
  

Celebration flowers glorify God, and add beauty and a sense of hospitality to our worship services.    Flowers 
are often are given in memory or honor of a loved one or to celebrate a special event in our lives.  To give 
everyone a chance to participate, all Sundays, except those during Lent and Advent, are available to be 
reserved on a first requested basis.  If you would like to sponsor the celebration flowers for any of the 
following dates in 2017, please complete this form and put it in the offering plate or return it to the church 
office.   
 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
X      X  7  4  2  6  3  1  5  X 
8  5  X  X  14  11  9  13  10  8  12  X 
15  12  X  16  21  18  16  20  17  15  19  X 
22  19  X  23  28  25  23  27  24  22  26  X 

29  26  X  30       30       29    31 
  

 

Choice of dates:  First : _________________  Second: __________________    Third: __________________  
(Please indicate optional choices in case your first choice is no longer available.) 

  
Sponsor’s name: _________________________________________ Phone: __________________________ 
  
Address to be billed by florist: _______________________________________________________________ 
  

Phone: ______________________________   Email: ____________________________________________     
  
Flower/color preferences: __________________________________________________________________ 
(If no preference is specified, the florist will select flowers/colors from the best available.) 
  
 
 

TO BE PRINTED IN BULLETIN:  “Flowers given by ________________________________________________ 
 
 

______in loving memory of _________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ in honor of ________________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ other _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

After church (please check one:   
_______ Sponsor will take arrangement(s) home 
  

_______ Deliver to shut‐in(s) (names)_________________________________________________________ 
 

_______  Other  __________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Best Wishes will bill you directly for your arrangements, which will cost $50. (Special floral requests may 
incur an additional charge.) Or you may wish to have the flower committee make an arrangement for 
you for the same price.  Another alternative, you may sponsor the use of BPC’s peace lilies in wor-
ship and donate the cost of an arrangement to a church program or charity of your choice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Name: _______________________________________  Phone: ___________________________  
 
Email:_________________________________________________________________________ 
I plan to attend:  Fri. and Sat. _____   Sat. only ______                 
              Private room ____                                     Shared (double) room ____ 

Requested roommate _____________________ Need a roommate? ____ 
Vegetarian, gluten-free or vegan meals? (Please circle all that apply) 

Or register online at: 
http://www.blacksburgpres.org/winterlude 


