
Winter Term Adult Sunday School Class 
Starting January 8th, 9AM in Hatcher 

 
On January 8, 2017 the adult education 
team invites all adults to join us for a 
10-week class series based on the book, 
Faithful Resistance, by our March 
Smyth lecturer, Rick Ufford-Chase. 
 

 
The 10 Sunday sessions will follow the 10 chapters of the book which will be convened by 10 
members of Blacksburg Presbyterian as we prepare for Rick's visit.  The first half of the book names 
five of the "signs of the times" that Rick believes present a huge challenge to the church of Jesus 
in the United States today.  The second half of the book offers fodder for those who are discerning 
what it might look like to create new faith communities that have the capacity to respond to the 
challenges of our time. 
 

Books are $11 each and are available from the church office. 

 
ADVENT/CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 2016 

 
 

December 24  

Christmas Eve Family Service 
Worship and candlelight in the Sanctuary at 4:30 p.m. 

 

Service of Lessons and Carols  
Special Music in the Sanctuary at 7:45 p.m. 

Worship with Holy Communion and candlelight at 8:00 p.m. 
Genesis 3:8-15; Isaiah 9:2, 6-7; Matthew 1:18-23;  

Luke 2:1-7; Luke 2:8-14; John 1:1-5 
 

December 25  

Christmas Day 
Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
Sermon: “Sought Out” 

Isaiah 62:6-12 and Luke 2:15-20 
 

(No Childcare today) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
Growing in faith and understanding 

Welcoming all  
Extending comfort and grace  
Working for justice and peace  

Nurturing creation 
Being generous stewards of God’s gifts 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministers - All Members 
Pastor - Catherine Taylor 

Director of Music, Organist - Jeffrey Anthony 
Director of Children and Youth Ministries - Susan Hunter 

Director of Communication and Church Life - Kendra Crabtree 
Office Manager - Sherry Ingham 

Custodian - Viola Howery 
Campus Minister, UKirk Ministry at Virginia Tech – Ginny Taylor-Troutman 

Mission Co-worker in Guatemala – Leslie Vogel 
Mission Co-workers in Bangladesh – (Our Mission Partners names cannot be listed 

 in the bulletin as they are serving in an area where their faith puts them at risk.) 
Mission Partner in Malawi – Dr. Ruth Shakespeare 

 
 

 
 



Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 18, 2016 
 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
All things work together for good for those who love God, who have been called 
according to God’s purpose.  Romans 8:28 

 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
The Prayers of the People are written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate prayer. 

If you want to take part, write a one sentence prayer on the cards provided. 
 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 

Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Catherine Taylor         
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
 
INTROIT Sing We Nowell! TERRY D. TAYLOR 
 Joyful Noise 
 

Nowell, nowell, nowell we sing! 
Tidings of joyful news we bring! 
Christ has come with us to dwell. 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
 

Nowell, nowell, nowell we sing! 
Tidings of joyful news we bring! 
With angelic hosts proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 

He is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father. 
Jesus, Messiah, the Prince of Peace, 
come to reign forever. 
 

Nowell, nowell… 

 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING   The Potten Family: Tim, Stacy, Olivia, and Kate 

 

This is the path that Joseph marked. The angel of the Lord said to him: 
 “Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. The child she   
   carries was conceived by the Holy Spirit.” 
“You will call him Jesus. He will save his people from their sin.” 
 Joseph did as the angel told him and married Mary.  
Today, the fourth week in Advent, we light four candles. 
  We mark our path with candle flames. 
       (The candle is lit.) 
This is the path that Joseph marked. He was righteous and obeyed God’s call. 
  Let us all journey on that path together. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
  
   Dec. 18 4th Sunday of Advent 
    No Sunday School today 
    Men of the Church Breakfast at 9:00 a.m.  
    Joyful Noise rehearsal at 10:00 a.m. in sanctuary 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. with Children’s Choir 
    BPC’s Cents-Ability collection 
    Chili and Caroling, meet at BPC at 5:00 p.m. 
 Dec. 20 Reservations due for the Christmas Day Lunch at Preston’s at Inn at VT 
 Dec. 23 Church Office Closed 
 Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Family Worship Service at 4:30 p.m. (no childcare) 
    Candlelight Service with Communion at 8:00 p.m. 
         Special Music at 7:45 p.m. 
 Dec. 25 Christmas Day 
    No Sunday School today (Sunday School resumes on Jan. 8, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. (no childcare today) 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS AT BPC 
   
   Dec. 26 Church Office Closed 
 Dec. 30 Church Office Closed 
 Jan. 1, 2017 First Sunday after Christmas 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
 Jan. 2  Church Office Closed 
 Jan. 8  Presbyterian Women Annual Meeting 
 Jan. 15 Art Forum with Jackie Harder 
 Jan. 21            Family Movie Night  
 Jan 28-Feb 4  To Our House at BPC 
 
 
SERVING TODAY 
 
Church Opener: Dale Wolf     
Elder of the Week:   Today: Jack Call  Mon-Sunday: Jama Hayes  
Ushers:           Bob and Joni Pienkowski; Marcia Wright; Heidi and Zach Swartzwelder.  
Counters:       Forrest Thye and David Harder 
Coffee:           Men’s Breakfast Crew              Next Week: Robert Dean  

 
 
 



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

December 18, 2016 
 
Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and 
be moved toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or 
what you are seeking, you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to 
explore all that happens in life and ministry in this church.   
 
We give thanks for Phyllis Albritton-Webb, who is our liturgist today, and for the members of Grace 
Notes—Mary Harder, Jama Hayes, and Suzanne Sanford—for their worship leadership this morn-
ing.  
 

The Christmas Joy Offering is being collected today. This offering benefits ministers and mission-
aries in their older years.  Half of our offering goes to the Board of Pensions for this purpose, and the 
other half goes to support ethnic schools in the Presbyterian Church.  As we have been blessed, let us 
share the joy and gifts we have received.  Envelopes for the offering are in the pew racks. You can 
also donate online through the BPC Website and PushPay at: https://pushpay.com/pay/blacksburgpres/  

 
The Building and Grounds team and others are working on a possible renovation to our church 
kitchen. We use our kitchen daily, and we love it, but it has been 10 years since it has been upgraded. 
We are serious about offering hospitality, and we want our kitchen to reflect that.  We are serious about 
conversation, and we would like for our kitchen to reflect that. We are serious about our future, and we 
want our kitchen to serve those here now, and those to come. If you are interested in participating in this 
effort, please send an email to buildingsandgrounds@blacksburgpres.org or call the church office at 
540-552-2504.  
 
Reservations for the Christmas Day Lunch at Preston’s at the Inn at VT are due by December 20. 
Call Barbara Houston (540) 639-6006 to sign up. 
 
Save the Date:  BPC will be hosting To Our House January 28, 2017 through February 4.  

Stay tuned for more information and chances to volunteer.  Volunteers are needed in 
many ways to help this wonderful program that provides Homeless Men a warm place  
to sleep, a warm meal and a bag lunch during the coldest months of the year.  
 

 
The Montgomery County Baby Shop celebrates one year of community service this month! 
We are very grateful for the BPC members who have logged over 200 volunteer hours at the shop!  
You can help, too. Once again, we've set up a "giving tree" in The Gathering Space. To donate 
items to the shop just pick an ornament, purchase that item, and place it under the tree. Or choose 
from the list of our particular needs below. Thank you for your help and support! 
 
Items Needed: Jackets--especially sizes 4&5; warm blankets; mittens and gloves; warm pajamas; 
warm clothing--especially larger sizes for boys; diapers and wipes; (Diapers and clothing are 
needed in sizes newborn through 5T.) 
 

 

 
PRAYER 

Holy God, we give you thanks and praise for the Josephs among us, people who are 
devoted to the ones they love and unwavering in their belief that there is room for all 
in the kin-dom of God. Amen.   

 
  

 HYMN No. 121       O Little Town of Bethlehem   ST. LOUIS 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

Holy God, our waiting in Advent is itself a confession: If we are waiting for a Mes-
siah, the proud are still powerful, the mighty are still exalted, the hungry unheard at 
the door; if we are waiting for your incarnation in human form, we have not known 
you in our sister, nor loved you in our brother, nor served you in our neighbor.  In 
the stillness of Advent love and light, heal us and make us new…  (A time of silent 
confession follows.)  In your mercy, Lord, hear our prayer. Amen. 
 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 This is the good news in Jesus Christ:  
  We can stand before God not through our own goodness,  
  but through God’s kindness to us.  
 Rejoice and be glad, for God comes to us.  
  Come to us, Emmanuel, come! 
 

GRATEFUL RESPONSE             CAROL 
 Ah you, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low,  
 who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow, 
 look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing:  
 O rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing.  
  

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
ANTHEM Angels We Have Heard on High arr. TREVOR MANOR 
  Joyful Noise and Youth Choir 
 

  Text may be found at Hymn No. 113. 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 1:18-25  Phyllis Albritton-Webb 
 
 
ANTHEM  Lovely Child, Holy Child arr. DAVID N. JOHNSON 
 Grace Notes 
 

Lovely child, holy child,  
gentle, mild, undefiled;  
infant King, fairest King,  
gifts we'll bring and anthems sing: 
 

Chorus:  
Alleluia, alleluia.  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Child of light, born tonight,  
our delight, promise bright;  
child so fair: see him there;  
now declare him ev'rywhere:  Chorus 

Rest your head, sweetest head;  
gifts we'll spread at your bed.  
Jesus lord, be adored,  
may this work now be outpoured.  Chorus 
 

To this boy, our great joy,  
we employ hymns of joy;  
child so fair: see him there;  
now declare him ev'rywhere:  Chorus 
 

 

 
SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 7:10-16  
 
 
SERMON “The Unasked-for Sign”             Dr. Taylor 
 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  

 
 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN No. 128 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly W ZŁOBIE LEZY 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER The Congregation  
 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES 
 
 
 

 
 
OFFERTORY How Far Is it to Bethlehem? arr. DAVID WILLCOCKS 
 Grace Notes 
 

How far is it to Bethlehem?  
Not very far.  
Shall we find the stable room  
Lit by a star? 
 

Can we see the little child,  
Is he within?  
If we lift the wooden latch  
May we go in?  
 

May we stroke the creatures there,  
Ox, ass, or sheep?  
May we peep like them and see  
Jesus asleep? 

If we touch his tiny hand  
Will he awake?  
Will he know we've come so far  
Just for his sake? 
 

Great kings have precious gifts,  
And we have naught,  
Little smiles and little tears  
Are all we brought. 

 

For all weary children  
Mary must weep.  
Here, on his bed of straw  
Sleep, children, sleep. 
 

God in his mother's arms,  
Babes in the byre,  
Sleep, as they sleep who find  
Their heart's desire. 

 
 

DOXOLOGY   VENI EMMANUEL 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ, all people here below;  
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  
      Rejoice! Rejoice! 
      Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

  
BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 

HYMN No. 145  What Child Is This  GREENSLEEVES 
 

 BENEDICTION 
  

 
 POSTLUDE Comfort, Comfort Now My People GENEVAN 42 
 

  
 

 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

540-552-2504 • Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org  • www.blacksburgpres.org 
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 


