
 
 

 HYMN No. 87            Comfort, Comfort Now My People  GENEVAN 42 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

Gracious and welcoming God, have mercy on your people. We confess that we do 
not believe in your incarnation.  We do not heed your word each day in all that we 
say and do. We do not see our neighbors, families, and friends as beloved children 
whom you have made. In your mercy, forgive us, for we repent of our ways and look 
to your power to heal us and raise us up, so that, at the last, you will gather us to 
you and give us peace.    . . .  (A time of silent confession follows.)  In your mercy, Lord, 
hear our prayers.  Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 The reign of God has come near.  
  The repentant are judged graciously. 
 We are forgiven! Be filled with hope. 
  The power of the risen Christ brings new life! 
  

GRATEFUL RESPONSE  ANTIOCH 
 He rules the world with truth and grace,  
 and makes the nations prove  
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love.  
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       
 (Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 

kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   Elva Miller 
 
SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 3:1-12 
 
 
 
 
 

ANTHEM  A Litany for Advent SHIRLEY W. MCRAE 
Grace Notes; Sara Hunter, flute 

 

Lord Jesus come to us, we pray. 
Bring us your truth, show us your way, 
As once the prophets did foretell, 
Oh, come to us, Immanuel. 

 

Our world is torn in war and sin, 
Our people hurt, without, within, 
Your healing love will make us well, 
Oh, come to us, Immanuel. 

The universe is in our care, 
Help us protect, help us to share, 
Send us your peace, your glad Noel, 
Oh, come to us, Immanuel. 

Prepare our hearts, tell all the earth,  
That we may celebrate your birth. 
Oh, enter in our lives to dwell, 
Oh, come to us, Immanuel. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 11:1-10 
 
SERMON “Out of the Root”             Dr. Taylor 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

HYMN No. 129 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming ES IST EIN’ ROS’ 
 
OFFERTORY Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus arr. SUSAN BIGGS 
 Handbell Choir 
 

DOXOLOGY  VENI EMMANUEL 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ, all people here below;  
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  
 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION    
 
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

All are welcome at Christ’s table.  Use the center aisle to reach a station, take a piece of bread and 
dip it in the cup. Return to your seat by the side aisle.  Gluten, dairy and egg-free bread and indi-
vidual cups are available at the center station in front.  If you need to remain seated, the elements 
will be brought to you.   

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE                          
The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts, 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  



  
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
SANCTUS THE FIRST NOWELL 
 Then let us all with one accord 
 sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 
 that hath made heaven and earth of nought, 
 and with his blood our life hath bought. 
 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell 
 Born is the King of Israel. 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

      SHARING BREAD AND CUP 
 COMMUNION MUSIC  
 PRAYER AFTER SUPPER    
  

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom LANCASHIRE 
 Please see insert 
 

BENEDICTION 
  

POSTLUDE On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry WILLIAM HENRY MONK 
 
 
Worship Notes: The last hymn is in Glory to God (#387), but to a different, more unfamiliar tune. The 
tune here (LANCASHIRE) is normally associated with the text Lead On, O King Eternal, with its militaristic, 
triumphant imagery (e.g. “fields of conquest,” “lift our battle song,” “O God of might”). It may seem a 
strange pairing with the current hymn about the “peaceful kingdom,” but I chose this tune purposely to em-
phasize the paradoxical nature of the text (e.g. “wolf and lamb shall lie in…friendship,” “the child…sent to 
break our chains”). The text contrasts what Israel was expecting as their Messiah—a powerful, mighty king—
with how the Messiah actually came—as a baby in a manger, as well as how the world is now—with conflict 
and strife—with how it will be redeemed when Jesus returns—with “shalom for all creation.”  Interestingly, 
both hymns refer to the ending of war: in this hymn, “When wars of desolation and hate come to an end” and 
in Lead On, “Lead on, O King eternal, till sin’s fierce war shall cease.” That stanza continues: “and holiness 
shall whisper the sweet amen of peace; for not with swords’ loud clashing, nor roll of stirring drums; with 
deeds of love and mercy the heavenly kingdom comes,” which is actually very similar to the theme of this 
hymn. Hopefully the juxtaposition of a martial tune with a peaceful text will enhance the hymn’s message.  
—Jeffrey  
 
 

 *please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
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BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 4, 2016 

 
 

 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“The mind that is not baffled is not employed.”   ~ poet, Wendell Berry 

 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Catherine Taylor         
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
PRELUDE Savior of the Nations, Come  arr. J. S. ANTHONY 
   Handbell Choir 
 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING    The Lawrence Family 
  Chris, Heather, Jackson, Ella, and Reed 
 

 This is the path that John the Baptist marked, 
  Who called in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 
 He cried, “Repent, the Kingdom of God is near.” 
  He pointed to Jesus: “Behold the Lamb of God.” 
 Today, we mark the second week of Advent, we light two candles. 
  We mark our Advent path with candle flames. 
  (The candles are lit) 
 This is the path that John marked saying, “The Kingdom of God is near.” 
  Let us journey on that path together.  
 
PRAYER 

O Root of Jesse, O Peace, stir up your power within us, that in this time we may 
await with abundant expectation the fulfillment of your eternal presence in creation, 
for you live and reign among us, Maker, Savior, Giver of Life, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
Please stand in body or in spirit. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
December 4, 2016 

 
Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and 
be moved toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or 
what you are seeking, you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to 
explore all that happens in life and ministry in this church.   
 
We give thanks for Elva Miller, who is our liturgist today, for all that she does. We’d also like to  
thank the members of Grace Notes—Mary Harder, Jama Hayes, and Suzanne Sanford—for their 
worship leadership this morning. Grace Notes will sing again in worship on December 18. 
 
Words from Creation Care: “Christians will want to be in the vanguard in favoring ways of life that  
decisively break with the exhausting and joyless frenzy of consumerism.”  

          –Pope John Paul II (1920-2005), Speech at Yankee Stadium 
 
The Building and Grounds team and others are working on a possible renovation to our church 
kitchen. We use our kitchen daily, and we love it, but it has been 10 years since it has been upgraded. 
We are serious about offering hospitality, and we want our kitchen to reflect that.  We are serious about 
conversation, and we would like for our kitchen to reflect that. We are serious about our future, and we 
want our kitchen to serve those here now, and those to come. If you are interested in participating in this 
effort, please send an email to buildingsandgrounds@blacksburgpres.org or call the church office at 
540-552-2504.  
 
Adult Ed Class, Dec. 4 – Led by Fred Piercy: Creating Rituals and Living Planfully.   In this class, 
Fred will share both the pros and cons of holiday rituals.  He also will describe a few holiday rituals 
across cultures, others closer to home, and will encourage adventurous souls to create some new ones for 
them and their families.  There will also be the chance for the class to share some of their own holiday 
rituals and why they are meaningful. 
 
Adult Ed. Class, Dec. 11- Led by Jennifer and Frank Clark: Avoiding Burnout: Keeping Your 
Candle Lit During the Holiday Season. In this class, we will be discussing how to provide self-care 
and manage stress during the busy holiday season as well as tips to keep the time centered on Christ.  
 
Save the Date:  BPC will be hosting To Our House January 28, 2017 through February 4.  

Stay tuned for more information and chances to volunteer.  Volunteers are needed in 
many ways to help this wonderful program that provides Homeless Men a warm place  
to sleep, a warm meal and a bag lunch during the coldest months of the year.  
 

 
SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Dale Wolf     
Elder of the Week:   Today: Brent Opell     Mon-Sunday: Cherry Pelt 
Ushers:   Greg and Anne Campbell, Mike McGilliard, Jim Echols 
Counters:  John Dillard and David Harder 
Coffee Hosts: Sarah Woolsey Next Week: Peggy Kincaid 
 

THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Dec. 4 2nd Sunday of Advent 
    Gingerbread pieces due today!  
    Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.  
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship with Communion at 10:30 a.m. 
    Youth Group meets at 11:30- 2:00 p.m. to make Cookies & Deliver them 
  Dec. 5  Earth Care Team meets at 12:00 p.m.-HCR 
    Lydia Circle meets at 1:30 p.m. - FH 
 Dec. 5 & 6 Assembling Gingerbread Houses, call Susan Hunter at 552-2504 
 Dec. 6 Tuesday Morningstars meet at 7:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room-  All are welcome! 
 Dec. 7 12th Annual Gingerbread House and Potluck Dinner at 5:30 p.m.- FH 
    No Handbell practice tonight  
 Dec. 8 Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m.- HCR 
    Malawi Ministry meets at 12:00 p.m.  
 Dec. 11 3rd Sunday of Advent 
    Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.  
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. – Special Music Sunday 
    Taize Service of Healing and Wholeness at 4:00 p.m. - Sanctuary 
    Youth Group Christmas Party meets 5:30- 7:30 p.m. – FH 
 
 UPCOMING EVENTS AT BPC  

 Dec. 12 Hildegard Circle meets at 6:00 p.m. at Nancy Furr’s home:708 Southgate Drive 
    Faith Circle meets at 7:30 p.m. at Lindsay Call’s home: 707 Village Way North 
        Don’t forget to bring a dessert for the Annual Cookie/Dessert Exchange!  
 Dec. 13  Blacksburg Master Chorale Sing-a-Long at 7:30 p.m. with reception following 
 Dec. 18 Breakfast & Chimes at 9:00 a.m. – FH Sponsored by Men of the Church 
    BPC’s Cents-Ability collection 
    Chili and Caroling meet at BPC at 5:00 p.m. 
 Dec. 20 Reservation due for the Christmas Day Lunch at Preston’s at Inn at VT 
 Dec. 23 Church Office Closed 
 Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Worship 
    Family Worship Service at 4:30 p.m. 
    Special Music at 7:45 p.m.  
    Candlelight Service with Communion at 8:00 p.m. 
 Dec. 25 Christmas Day 
    No Sunday School today (Sunday School resumes on Jan. 8, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. (no childcare today) 
 Dec. 26 Church Office Closed 
 Dec. 30 Church Office Closed 
 Jan. 1, 2017 Happy New Year! 
 Jan. 2  Church Office Closed 
 Jan. 8  Presbyterian Women Annual Meeting 
 Jan. 15 Art Forum with Jackie Harder 



 
 

CELEBRATE THE SEASON 
at BPC’s HOLIDAY POTLUCK DINNER,  
GINGERBREAD HOUSE DECORATING 

  
 

 
 
 

Wednesday, December 7th, 5:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
 

 

 
PLEASE BRING:  
    • a main course, side dish or salad to share,  
    • a bag of candy, cereal or pretzels for decorating.   
 
Prior to the event : 
 BAKERS are needed to bring the gingerbread to the BPC on Sunday, Dec. 4th. 
Please put the unassembled parts in zip lock bags in the freezer.  Recipes and 
patterns are available on the Welcome Window.   
 
BUILDERS are needed to assemble the houses using hot glue on Monday,  
Dec. 5th from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. and Tuesday, Dec. 6 (TBA- if needed) down-
stairs in classroom 007. Call Susan Hunter to arrange times at 552-2504. 
 
On the day of the event :   
  • Four STAND MIXERS and OPERATORS are needed to mix frosting on Dec. 7th.  
 
After  the event: 
  A CLEAN-UP CREW is needed afterward to keep our church in good condition.   
 

MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK! 
 

There are plenty of ways to get involved and help make this a special event! 
 

Would you like to help with the Gingerbread Houses or the Potluck Dinner?   
Please contact Susan Hunter at 552-2504 or 

susanh@blacksburgpres.org 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2016 ALTERNTIVE GIFT GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, Dec. 4, 2016 

 
Bread for the World is a nonpartisan non-profit 
Christian voice urging our nation’s decision-makers 
to end hunger at home and abroad.  Approximately 

one in five American children live in a family that struggles to put food on the table.  
Studies have shown that, in developing countries, malnutrition can cause stunting 
and other problems in the bodies and brains of children. The risks are the same for 
our own children in this country. 
 
 

ECPAT-USA (End Child Prostitution And Trafficking) is 
part of the only global network dedicated to protecting chil-
dren from all forms of commercial sexual exploitation.  Tens 
of millions of vulnerable children, women, and men world-

wide are captured, sold, and held against their will for forced labor, including sex-
ual service and fighting wars. 
 

  Presbyterian Women have purchased brightly colored Tassa Tags, 
which are ECPAT International luggage tags (or may be used on any kind of bag) 
made at The Regina Center in Nongkhai, Thailand.  They are a fair trade product 
and the purchase directly supported the women there at risk for sex trafficking, 
keeping them employed, able to support their families and send their children to 
school.  PW will offer a Tassa Tag to anyone donating $12 or more to ECPAT-
USA, the organization here in the United States.  One of the primary myths about 
human trafficking is that it only happens in other countries, not the U. S.  
 
 

Micah’s Backpack provides direct food assistance for 
children from low income families.  Every Friday during 
the school year, identified students receive a backpack 
filled with two breakfasts, two lunches, two dinners, 

snacks, juice and milk boxes, and an educational piece.  Friday mornings 
volunteers deliver the bags and the partner schools distribute them to the students.  
Currently, a number of children in Blacksburg schools receive a gift of healthy food 
during the academic year and during the summer school break. 
 
In addition to Micah’s Backpack and Micah’s Mobile Backpack, the program now 
incorporates Micah’s Soup for Seniors and Micah’s Closet.   
 
 

To Our House is a group of interested citizens, faith communities, and social and 
human service professionals who have joined to provide temporary 
shelter for single, homeless men in the New River Valley from No-
vember through March.  Local faith communities host the men, 
providing meals and fellowship, as well as volunteers to stay with 
the men.  Blacksburg Presbyterian Church is a host church and 
housed the men in February of 2016.  Participants have stated that 
they have the feeling of being a part of a family and have even 

called it a life-saving experience. 
 
 
UKirk Ministry at Virginia Tech (Cooper House) 

A Student Faith Community 
 
In addition to the Presbytery of the Peaks, the UKirk Campus 
Ministry at Virginia Tech (Cooper House) partners in its mis-
sion with four area churches, and Blacksburg Presbyterian 

Church is one of those supporting churches.  Students gather on Tuesday nights 
for dinner, fellowship, worship, discussion, and for planning participation in mission 
activities both locally and globally.  During the last couple of years, the students 
have made mission trips to Guatemala.  Through the leadership of the Campus 
Minister, The Reverend Ginny Taylor-Troutman, pastoral care is offered following 
its mission “to nurture the faith development and discipleship of the students, re-
spond to human needs, and promote peace and justice as Christ teaches us.” 
 

 
VICCC (Valley Interfaith Child Care Center, Inc.) be-
lieves a society that values its own future must care for its 
youngest and most vulnerable members.  With the special 
support of the New River Valley faith communities, 
VICCC’s goal is to create high-quality, affordable, educa-
tional, and nurturing care for very young children (ages 0-

5) to low-income working families in the New River Valley.  BPC has been support-
ive of this endeavor from its inception, providing board members, volunteers, fund-
ing, and much needed everyday items necessary for the care of children.  
 
Contribute to any of the above organizations in honor of someone special 
and choose a card announcing the gift to send to your honoree.  PW will    
offer the cards at the Advent Workshop on November 20 and before and after 
church on December 4. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God Is Love 
 

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 

everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever 

does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love 

was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into 

the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, 

not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God 

loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one 

has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and 

his love is perfected in us. 
 

1 John 4:7-12 NRSV 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

2016 ALTERNATIVE GIFT GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 
Looking for that perfect Christmas gift for someone special? 

 
How about making a contribution to your favorite charitable organization  

in honor of that special person?  
 PW will be offering another Alternative Gift Giving  

opportunity on December 4 before and after church.  
 

 Make a donation or donations and choose a card for each organization you are 
supporting.  Send that card to your honoree announcing the gift.  In addition to 

Bread for the World, ECPAT (End Child Prostitution And Trafficking), and the local 
organizations, Micah’s Backpack, To Our House, and VICCC (Valley Interfaith 

Child Care Center), this year cards for donations to the UKirk Campus Ministry at 
Virginia Tech (Cooper House) will also be available.  Since global mission is the 

emphasis of the Advent Workshop, both Malawi and Guatemala (CEDEPCA) cards 
will be available along with PW sponsored cards.   

Complete descriptions of each organization  
are listed on the inside of this insert. 

 


