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This has been one of those weeks,  
 when more of my heart and energy has gone into the praying 
  than into the preaching,  
   something the theologian Karl Barth  once said  
    ministers ought always to do.  
  Rightly or wrongly, I haven't honored his urging 
   all that much in the past, 
    but this week his words have rung true. 
Tuesday is Election Day, and I am very aware  
 that there is an enormous amount of angst in many hearts.  
  We have all been told repeatedly  
   that this is the most important election of our lifetimes,  
    and it certainly feels that way to me.  
I hope and pray that every person of voting age in this room  
 is registered and plans to vote. 
It's also likely that most of us are exhausted  
 with the noise and rhetoric  
  of this long and unnerving political season.  
   I was having lunch with Robert at a restaurant last week  
    when I happened to overhear a man at the next table  
     say that he was so distraught about the election,  
      he could hardly sleep, and that he had voted early  
       just to try and put at least that behind him.  
Sitting across the room, I sympathized.  
 So let me say how grateful to God I am  
  that, at least here at BPC—where thanks be to God  
   we are not all of one political opinion—  
    here at BPC we have behaved with the kind of respect  
     toward each other that  
      we as a nation cherish most.  
 
All of us are doubtless aware  
 that no matter what happens on Tuesday,  
  the nation will still be deeply divided the next morning.  
   Or, as one of the keynote speaker at the racism conference last month said,  
    the same bumper stickers are going to be  
     on the cars in the parking lot come Wednesday.  
For the first time in my memory,  
 doubt has been sown about the integrity of the voting process.  
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For me that has been one of the most upsetting aspects  
 of the political pageant this year,  
  and it leaves many wondering if there might be  
   more than just disappointment on Wednesday,  
    if there might even be episodes of violence,  
     which would be by far the most wretched outcome of all.  
 
Meanwhile, here at church  
 we are in the midst of our own season of decision-making, 
  one that will determine what is possible for us  
   as a body of Christ in the future.   
Today is the second Sunday of Stewardship season.  
 I hope everyone has now received material in the mail  
  about Generations of Generosity.  
   (If you haven't please tug my sleeve  
    after the service and let me know.) 
Many of you have put your names on the paper tree out in the narthex 
 and the date you first connected with BPC. 
I hope more of us will do that today,  
 so we can enjoy the rich visual symbol  
  of all our stories making up  
   the generations of generosity that characterize BPC.  
Because it is not just a fun visual, it's the truth 
 about that ways the giving of the past creates the present, 
  and how the giving of the present—our giving— 
   makes our work now and the future work of God possible. 
 More possible or less possible,  
  depending directly on what each one of us gives. 
 
Into all this mix fell All Saints Day, which happened officially last Tuesday.  
 We are not highlighting All Saints this morning  
  as much as we have in other years,  
   but the language of the saints is certainly  
    in our liturgy and thinking today, and for very good reason.  
For us, Presbyterians, saints are not exceptional people,  
 Saints are all of us, the whole people of God.  
  That's how Paul always uses the term saints 
   and how he uses it our portion  
    of his letter to the church in Ephesus today,  
     when he tells the church he has heard  
      of their love “toward all the followers of Jesus“    
       says Eugene Peterson, meaning toward all the saints. 
Paul's deepest longing for the Ephesians 
 is something we need today: 
  that we will have wisdom and revelation and hope.  
By revelation he means that we'll see what Jesus 
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 makes possible for us as citizens of the realm of God: 
  care-free lives lived with and for God and for others, 
   and that we'll feel the profound connection  
    among Christians of all generations  
     forged by the gospel of Jesus Christ.i  
Paul knows this hope won't be fully known by us  
 until some future time, but if we ever needed 
  to hear words of hope about our being connected 
   and freed for happiness, for life in God, it's this week.  
Perhaps whoever put up the sign  
 on a church in Christiansburg this week 
  had been studying these very words by Paul. 
   I didn't see the sign, but one of you told me it reads: 
    "Jesus is Coming! Let's hope it's before Election day!" 
This hope, this citizenship in the realm of God, 
 or as Eugene Peterson put it in The Message 
  this "praising and glorious life" is our inheritance (NRSV) 
   yet only the first installment on what’s coming.  
They are words that are true for us no matter what happens 
 this week or any week. 
  Our future and our fate is really not in the hands of our political leaders, 
   even if they can make life better or worse for a time. 
    Our lives are lived in God. Did you hear the words      
     when William read them? 

God and Christ rules over every galaxy and government. 
We live in God's realm  

      and that can always be our reality, right now,  
       once we decide to live through it and within it always.  
 
Coupled with these uplifting hope-filled words  
 are harder words from Luke. 
It is Luke's version of words of Jesus 
 that we like a whole lot better in Matthew. 
In Matthew, these words are part of what is called Jesus' Sermon on the Mount. 
 In Luke they are called the Sermon on the Level Place, or the plain. 
Matthew's version has a list of blessings only. 
 Luke's version has both blessings and the so-called woes, 
  which are directed at self-involved people of comfort and wealth. 
   No wonder we like Matthew's version of what Jesus said better. 
Scholars believe that Matthew and Luke  
 both had a copy of somebody's version of what Jesus actually said, 
  and both Matthew and Luke put their own twist on it. 
   And guess what: the scholarly consensus seems to be 
    that Luke’s version is more likely to be close to the original.ii 
Both versions read "blessed are those,"  
 Meaning, in Hebrew, happy are those who are poor, hungry, weeping, or reviled.   
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And both versions confound us by saying  
 that those who suffer now really are deeply blessed.  
  Why? Because their hard circumstances have led them  
   to trust and rely completely on God,           
    unlike those whose lives are so pleasant 
     that they think they really are in charge. 
Jesus is letting us know that much of what we see as normal is backwards,  
 it's just that people have gotten comfortable with the norms, 
  so much so that people don't see, what we think of as norms,    
   as backwards anymore. 
What is backwards about four percent of the world population  
 using 24 percent of the worlds energy  
  if you happen to be part of the four percent?  
Or the fact that here in the US we waste roughly 20 pounds  
 of food per person every month. 
The average American will drain as many resources  
 as 35 natives of India and consume 53 times more goods and services  
  than someone who lives in China. 
Our per person use of energy, metals, minerals,  
 forest products, fish, grains, meat, and even fresh water  
  dwarfs that of people living in the developing world.”iii 
Think of it this way: What is backwards  
 about your bulletin covers today being printed backwards 
  as long as you can turn them over to make them work for you? 
   But Jesus has news:  Even if it’s easy to make it work for you, 
    the covers are still backwards. 
 
There are people whose lives look terrific on the surface 
 who have no genuine relationship with God whatsoever, 
  and no understanding that, because God cares passionately  
   about the condition of all people,  
    that it is our job is to care about all people, too. 
There are people whose lives look terrible on the surface 
 whose relationship with God and Christ is solid and sustaining. 
  Some of them know that their pain is God's pain, 
   that God cares about their suffering  
    and is aware of their faithfulness. 
Some of them don't know this, but God has made it perfectly plain 
 that knowing one is solid with God is not the deciding factor. 
Would you want to trade places with one of these suffering but God filled people? 
 Perhaps not. But Jesus says they are blessed.  
 
Jesus offers some guidelines for how to maneuver in a backwards world, 
 whoever you happen to be. 
Swim against the stream, he says. 
 Get out of your accepted routines long enough to see 
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  if the outside cover of your life is upside down. 
Do good to those who hate you. 
 Bless those who curse you. 
  Pray for those who abuse you. 
   Pity those who benefit and are honored by the system 
    as it is right now, because beloved the way things look  
     isn't really the way things are, and most people don't even know it. 
Give your running shoes to the guys who steals your coat. 
 Give money to those inefficient organizations.  
  You might not like it, but it will teach you something  
   about living right side up. 
And now that you are a little shaken by these ideas,          
 which is surely what Jesus intended to do, 
  how about treating people the way you wish  
   everyone on earth would treat you? 
 
There are some people who live right side up all the time 
 and they look odd to the rest of us.  
  Fred Rogers was one of them.  
A Presbyterian minister who was ordained to make children's television shows, 
 he was ceaselessly gentle, respectful and kind 
  in a world that is seldom any of those things. 
The universe that he created on his children’s show 
 was a place of caring, goodness, 
  compassion, fun, creativity and peace. 
   In other words, it was as close as Fred Rogers        
    could make it to the Kingdom of God. 
 Adored by children for generations, he could have made millions 
 by licensing his puppets and selling them as toys. Just think of that. 
  He refused, wanting his puppets to live as real characters  
   in children's imaginations, not one more item in the toy box. 
It was very difficult to get him to talk about himself or his work 
 because he loved meeting people and would rather hear about them. 
A foundation in California once flew Fred Rogers to meet 
 a 14 year-old boy confined to a wheel-chair who no longer wanted to live. 
  The only thing that interested him  
   was watching Mr. Rogers Neighborhood on TV. 
When Fred Rogers arrived at the boy's home, 
 it startled the boy so much that he came apart emotionally and fled to his room. 
  But Rogers wouldn't leave. He stayed and waited 
   until the boy felt better and could come out again. 
When he did, Mr. Rogers asked the boy if he would do something for him. 
 "Yes," said the boy, who had never been asked to do anything for anyone ever. 
  "Will you pray for me?" asked Mr. Rogers. 
   "Yes," said the boy, who was startled again. 
The boy knew about praying. 
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 He had been sick all his life. 
  People were constantly praying for him. 
   But no one had ever asked him to pray for anyone else. 
    "Yes," he said to Mr. Rogers, “I will pray for you.” 
A reporter who heard the story 
 said something complimentary to Rogers about it, 
  about how clever he had been to ask the boy to pray like that. 
   But Rogers looked baffled, then surprised. 
"O, heavens no. I didn't ask for his prayers for him. 
 I asked for me. I asked him because I think that anyone 
  who has gone through challenges 
  like that must be very close to God. 
  I asked him because I wanted his intercession." 
Beloved, both the sermon in Luke and the exultant words of Paul 
  say that we are citizens of the realm of God,  
  announced by Jesus' life and saving death. 
   We are blessed now, blessed beyond bearing, 
    and nothing in this world can change that, 
     though we can cling to fears that keep us  
      from living and enjoying this truth now. 
What God wants for us is to know the peace of the kingdom now 
 trust it, live it, share it, in the face of whatever denies it. 
  It is our inheritance to live right side up. Amen. 
    
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

i Cousar, et al, Texts for Preaching, Year C, p. 615. 
ii Fred Craddock, Luke, Interpretation, a Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching, John Knox 
Press, Louisville KY, 1990, p.   
iii Statistics taken from Scientific American, online at  https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/american-
consumption-habits/ 

                                                 


