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31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

OCTOBER 30, 2016 
 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
Generation after generation stands in awe of your work;     

 each one tells stories of your mighty acts.       ~ Psalm 145:4 
 
 
 
 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
The Prayers of the People are written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate prayer. 

If you want to take part, write a one sentence prayer on the cards provided. 
 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 

Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Catherine Taylor         
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
 
PRELUDE Glory, Glory BILL D. DUGGER 
 Handbell Choir 
   

CALL TO WORSHIP    Craig Woolsey  
Let all who are faithful offer prayers to God. 
    In times of distress, we will not be overwhelmed. 
You are our hiding place, O Lord; 
 You preserve us from trouble   
 and surround us with glad cries of deliverance. 
  

 HYMN No. 401       Here in This Place GATHER US IN 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH   
Gracious God, in Jesus Christ you come to seek and save the lost. You cover us with 
mercy and uphold us in times of trouble. Even when evil is all around, you show us a 
vision of justice and empower us with your own Spirit, so that we do not lose hope. 
All thanks and praise to you, O God, for you come to save us and set us free. In the 
name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION  

 
 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

Sovereign God, we confess that we follow the crowd around you but stand apart, 
keeping our distance. We ask for your mercy and favor, but begrudge your blessing 
to others. Forgive us, God of grace. Come to us and save us, for without you, we are 
lost, but in you, our lives are found; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  …  (A time of si-
lent confession follows.)  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 Because we have been buried with Christ in these waters, 
  We are raised to new life in him. 
 Forgiven and freed, live lives worthy of your calling,  
 and by the power of the Holy Spirit seek to do good. 
  Amen. 
  

GRATEFUL RESPONSE No. 664 v. 3  Morning Has Broken BUNESSAN 
 Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning,  
 born of the one light Eden saw play! 
 Praise with elation; praise every morning, 
 God’s recreation of the new day! 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

 
SCRIPTURE READING Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 
  Psalm 145:1-7 
 
ANTHEM  O Sing Joyfully  ADRIAN BATTEN 
 Adult Choir 
 

O sing joyfully, 
O sing joyfully unto God our strength: 
make a cheerful noise unto the God of Jacob. 
Take the song, bring hither the tabret: 
the merry harp with the lute. 

Blow up the trumpet in the new moon; 
ev’n in the time appointed, 
and upon our solemn feast day. 
For this was made a statute for Israel: 
and a law of the God of Jacob. 

 
 



SCRIPTURE READING Luke 19:1-10 
 

SERMON “Watchtowers”             Dr. Taylor 
 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN One in Purpose, One in Passion PLEADING SAVIOR 
One in purpose, one in passion, 
One in heart with Jesus Christ; 
Blessed in him beyond all measure, 
Filled with His abundant life; 
One in Spirit, one in power, 
One in faith and sacrifice, 
One in suffering, one in glory, 
We are one with Jesus Christ.  

One in heart when needs are crying, 
Doing all His love demands, 
Praying, trusting, giving boldly 
All He placed here in our hands. 
His compassion, His provision –  
Giving is our Lord’s delight! 
As we share His endless treasure,  
We are one with Jesus Christ. 

 
One in Christ with all God’s children, 

One in hope and heart and voice, 
Lifting high our Father’s glory, 

Living love with holy joy. 
One in purpose, one in passion, 

One in death, and one in life, 
Earth and heaven, now, forever, 

We are one with Jesus Christ. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER The Congregation  
 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES 
 

OFFERTORY Blessed Trinity  arr. RON MALLORY 
 Handbell Choir 
 

DOXOLOGY No. 717 For the Life That You Have Given PLEADING SAVIOR 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 702 Christ Be Beside Me BUNESSAN 
 

 BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Christ Be Beside Me BUNESSAN
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Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 

Our Mission 
To proclaim God’s Word in our contemporary world 
To grow with commitment, faith, and understanding 

To welcome all to our community and fellowship 
To extend comfort and grace to those in need 

To work actively for justice and peace in the world 
To actively nurture our relationship with all of creation 

To be generous, responsible stewards of God’s gifts. 
 

Ministers - All Members 
Pastor - Catherine Taylor 

Director of Music, Organist - Jeffrey Anthony 
Director of Children and Youth Ministries - Susan Hunter 

Director of Communication and Church Life - Kendra Crabtree 
Office Manager - Sherry Ingham 

Custodian - Viola Howery 
Campus Minister, UKirk Ministry at Virginia Tech – Ginny Taylor-Troutman 

Mission Co-worker in Guatemala – Leslie Vogel 
Mission Co-workers in Bangladesh – (Our Mission Partners names cannot be listed in the bulletin as they are 

working in an area with terrorism and we do not want to risk their safety.) 
Mission Partner in Malawi – Dr. Ruth Shakespeare 

      
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
October 30, 2016 

 
Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and 
be moved toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or 
what you are seeking, you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to 
explore all that happens in life and ministry in this church.   
 
HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to 
use them for the worship service. 
 
We give thanks for Craig Woolsey who is our liturgist today.  
 
THE PEACE LILIES ARE IN WORSHIP TODAY instead of flowers by Elva and Susan Miller. A 
donation has been made to the Malawi Partnership Ministries in loving memory of husband and father, 
Dr. Herbert A. Miller. 
 
Joyful Noise! Our kids have the opportunity to sing together on a weekly basis! Joyful Noise, the K-5th -
grade children’s choir, meets in room 007 from 10:00 -10:25 a.m. Kids in Sunday School who wish to 
participate will be moved by a teacher from their room to Room 007 and should be picked up by parents 
and signed out there to head up to the worship service. This is a low key, no pressure environment meant 
to educate kids about the music we use in worship and to engage them more fully in the worship service.  
The choir is led by Kendra Crabtree and accompanied by Mary Lee Hendricks.  
 
All are invited to come to BPC’s Fallapalooza Today at 4:00 p.m. We’ll carve pumpkins. The Youth 

Group will be hosting a spaghetti dinner to raise money for CROP Hunger Walk at 5:00 
p.m. Enjoy live music by Kat Mills!  So bring a pumpkin and a friend and come enjoy the 
fun and fellowship! (Don’t forget to bring your donation for dinner!) 
 

Older Adult Ministry, Game Day!  Mark your calendars for Monday, October 31:   
Come celebrate Halloween with a time of game-playing fellowship on Oct. 31 from 
 1-3 PM in Fellowship Hall!!  Snacks, games, and puzzles provided!  If you have a favorite  
game to share, bring it along! 
 
Church Women United celebrate 2016 World Community Day on Friday, Nov. 4 at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, 1205 Old Mill Road, Blacksburg. Refreshments at 12:30 p.m. Program begins at 1:00 
p.m. 
 
BPC Work Day, Saturday, Nov. 12 from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon.  Please join the Building and 
Grounds Ministry for a BPC Work Day. We’ll be tackling a variety of indoor and outdoor maintenance 
tasks, with frequent breaks for refreshments and implausible tales. If you’re able to join us, please con-
tact Craig Woolsey (cwoolsey@vt.edu or 540-449-9182).  
 
Save the Dates:  
FREE Tech Support 101:  Free Cellphone and iPad Advice November 6 and 13 after Worship 
Do you know how to get an app onto your phone or iPad?  What about sending a text message?  Do you 
know how to Facetime or Google hangout with your family from your phone or iPad?  How do you use 
Overdrive to listen to audio books from our town library?  How could you download a Bible to your 
phone?  Just bring your phone, iPad, questions and your PASSWORDS.  Anyone wishing to assist are 
welcome to join us. 
 

 

 
SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Jason Pospichal     
Elder of the Week:   Today: Steve Drumheller   Mon-Sunday: Jan McGilliard  
Ushers:   Craig, Sarah, Emma Grace and Sam Woolsey 
Counters:  Mike McGilliard and Paula Stith 
Coffee Hosts: Peggy Kincaid  Next Week: Heidi Ann Mesmer 
 
THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Oct. 30 Sunday School for all ages at 9:00 a.m. 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
    Fallapalooza with pumpkin carving at 4:00 p.m. (Bring a friend & a pumpkin!) 
     Live music by Kat Mills!   
          Spaghetti dinner for CROP Hunger Walk at 5:00 p.m.- Donations welcome! 
 Oct. 31 Staff meets at 9:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Older Adult Ministry Game Day -1:00-3:00 p.m. - FH 
 Nov. 1 Morningstars Bible Study meet at 7:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:45 a.m. – Prayer Room- All are welcome! 
 Nov. 3 Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. - HCR 
 Nov. 4  Church Women United 2016 World Community Day, Sharing Gifts,   
         St. Mary’s Catholic Church Refreshments at 12:30 p.m. Program at 1:00 p.m. 
 Nov. 5 Daylight Saving Time Ends at Midnight tonight 
     - Set your clocks back 1 hour before going to bed.     

 UPCOMING EVENTS AT BPC  
 Nov. 6 Daylight Saving Time Ends-Fall back 1 hour 
    Rent-a-Techie following worship - HCR  
 Nov. 7 Lydia Circle meets at Warm Hearth-Showalter at 1:30 p.m. Hostesses: 
     Phyllis Hain and Sylvia Echols 
 Nov. 8 Election Day- Please get out and vote today. Every vote counts! 
 Nov. 9 Adult Ed Ministry meets at 3:00 p.m. – WM 
 Nov. 14 Smyth Lecture Meeting at 2:00 p.m. – WM 
    Hildegard Circle meets at Peggy Kincaid’s home at 6:00 p.m. for   
     potluck and bible study 
    Faith Circle meets at Linda Pospichal’s home at 7:30 p.m.  
 Nov. 17 PEAKS Presbytery meeting at Christiansburg Presbyterian Church with CEDEPCA 
     partners celebrating 30 years of ministry together. 
    Dinner with CEDEPCA Partners at Gillie’s Restaurant at 5:00 p.m. –   
     RSVP to Kathy Carpenter at olekack@gmail.com.    
     We hope you can attend to support Renae & CEDEDPCA! 
 Nov. 18 Lunch at Panera with CEDEPCA at 11:30 a.m. 
    Potluck Dinner at Sydney Nordt’s home in Salem at 6:30 p.m. 
     RSVP to Kathy Carpenter at olekack@gmail.com. 
 



 



 

 

 
Presbyterian Women Circles  

All women are invited to join one of our Circles! 
 

Lydia Circle meets at 1:30 p.m. at Warm Hearth/Showalter on Monday, Nov. 7th.  Janet Rakes 
will lead the Horizons Lesson 3. Phyllis Hain and Sylvia Echols will be refreshment hostesses.  
 
Hildegard Circle meets at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 14 at Peggy Kincaid’s home,  
910 Coalwood Way, Blacksburg.  We will gather for a simple potluck meal at 6:00 PM followed by 
a Bible study.  Newcomers are welcome.  If you have questions please contact Jama Hayes, 382-
6649 or jamhayes240@gmail.com. 
 
 

Faith Circle meets at 7:30 p.m. at Linda Pospichal’s home, 2009 Scott Drive, Blacksburg, on  
Monday, Nov. 14. For more information on Faith Circle contact Jen Stewart at  
jenbusickstewart@yahoo.com or 951-1808.  
 
 
 

It’s time to order 
WHITE POINSETTIAS & PINE 

 
Help make our sanctuary glorious for the holidays.  You may purchase one or more poinsettias, 

and take the opportunity to honor or remember someone special.  A booklet listing all of the 
poinsettia sponsorships will be published in December as part of the bulletin.   

Deadline for orders is Wednesday, Nov. 16, 2016.  
 If you have any questions please contact Sherry at sherry@blacksburgpres.org or  

540-552-2504.  
 
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Yes, I/We would like to sponsor _____________(#) poinsettias and greenery for the sanctuary. 
 
In Honor /or In loving memory of (Please circle one):  ________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____Yes,  I  will  be  taking  the  poinsettia(s) with me.  I will  take  it/them  after  the  10:30  a.m. worship 
  service on December 18, 2016, or on Christmas Eve (please circle one). 
 
____No, I will not be taking the poinsettia(s) with me. 
 
Cost of poinsettias is $15.00 each.                   Total number ordered_____________ 
 

Celebrating 30+ years of Partnership 
 

PEAKS Presbytery, CEDEPCA, and BPC are recognizing 30+ years of 
 ministry together! We would like to invite you to some events where  

you could meet and visit with our Guatemalan friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, Nov. 17 
Presbytery Meeting at Christiansburg Presbyterian Church – Program will be at 
8:30 a.m. 
 
Dinner at Gillie’s Restaurant at 5:00 p.m.  Ranae has graciously offered to close 
the restaurant for this private gathering. Buffet: (fish and vegetables) and entrée. Mu-
sic, camaraderie, visit with Judith Castañeda and Emerson Morales. Please RSVP to 
Kathy Carpenter at olekack@gmail.com by Tuesday, Nov. 15.  We need at least 25 
people to make this a go! So, please show your support and come out for a evening 
of fun! 
 
Friday, Nov. 18 
Lunch at Panera Bread,    University City Blvd. at 11:30 a.m. 
 
Potluck dinner at Sydney Nordt’s home in Salem at 6:30 p.m. for all alums of 
trips to Central America or those who would like to know more about our partner-
ship. Please RSVP to Kathy Carpenter at olekack@gmail.com.    
 
                        We hope you can attend and show your support! 


