
Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
HIGHER EDUCATION SUNDAY 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2016 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“When one teaches, two learn.”      ~ Novelist Robert Heinlein 
 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
The Prayers of the People will be written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate 

prayer. If you want to take part, write a one sentence prayer on the cards provided. 
 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 

Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Catherine Taylor         
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
PRELUDE Sheep May Safely Graze J.S. BACH
   

CALL TO WORSHIP    Taylor Coombs 
Listen, dear friends, to God’s teaching, 
bend your ears to words from long ago 
    We’ll puzzle over a parable; savor sweet old truths, 
Stories we heard from our father or learned at our mother’s knee. 
    We’re not keeping this to ourselves, 
    we’re teaching the next generation 
The glorious deeds of the LORD,  
    The marvelous things God has done.                                    Adapted from Psalm 78:1-4 
  

 HYMN No. 12         Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ST. DENIO 
 Please stand when the choir stands. 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH   
Gracious God, when our spirits lift at the beauty of the day, you are Lord; and 
when chaos threatens to overwhelm and we dread the next news cycle—still you are 
Lord. Always you are creating, redeeming, sustaining. Speak then your mercy into 
this place until we discover the courage to open our eyes, unclench our hands, and 
move toward our neighbor in need, until all the world rises and moves with the 
rhythm of your grace; for we long to honor the name of Jesus, by whose breath we 
pray. Amen. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION  
 

 Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION    
Creator of the universe, we imagine that we are in familiar territory, that we know 
what to expect of this hour, that we will leave much the way that we came. Do not 
abandon us to our foolishness.  In judgement, illumine our darkness. In mercy, bear 
us home—until we recognize your presence wherever evil is confronted, truth is spo-
ken, and life is restored. …  (A time of silent confession follows.)  In your mercy, Lord, 
Hear our prayers.  Amen. 

 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 This we call to mind, and therefore have hope: 
  The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
 God’s mercies never come to an end; 
  They are new every morning. 
 In the name of the Lord, 
  who is our portion and our hope, 
 I declare that our sin is forgiven. 
  May our mouths be filled with praise. 
 

GRATEFUL RESPONSE No. 649 v.4  Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound AMAZING GRACE 
 The Lord has promised good to me; 
 his word my hope secures.  
 He will my shield and portion be 
 as long as life endures. 
   

 PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
SCRIPTURE READING 1 Timothy 1:12-17  
 
ANTHEM  A Woman and a Coin  JAROSLAV J. VAJDA 
 Adult Choir 
 Text may be found at Hymn #173. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING Luke 15:1-10 
 
SERMON “Lost and Found”             Dr. Taylor 



PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN No. 694 vv. 1-3 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound AMAZING GRACE 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER The Congregation  
 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES 
  
OFFERTORY The Ninety and Nine IRA DAVID SANKEY 
 Adult Choir 
 

There were ninety and nine that safely lay 
In the shelter of the fold. 
But one was out on the hills away, 
Far off from the gates of gold. 
Away on the mountains wild and bare. 
Away from the tender Shepherd’s care. 
Away from the tender Shepherd’s care. 

 

“Lord, Thou has  here Thy ninety and nine; 
Are they not enough for Thee?” 
But the Shepherd made answer: “This of Mine 
Has wandered away from Me; 
And although the road be rough and steep, 
I go to the desert to find My sheep, 
I go to the desert to find My sheep.” 

And all through the mountains, thunder riven 
And up from the rocky steep, 
There arose a glad cry to the gate of heaven, 
“Rejoice! I have found My sheep!” 
And the angels echoed around the throne, 
“Rejoice, for the Lord brings back His own! 
Rejoice, for the Lord brings back His own!” 

 

DOXOLOGY  OLD HUNDREDTH 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ, all people here below;  
 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
 Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 620 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven LAUDA ANIMA 
 

 BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven arr. ANTHONY/ANTHONY 
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
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Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 

Our Mission 
To proclaim God’s Word in our contemporary world 
To grow with commitment, faith, and understanding 

To welcome all to our community and fellowship 
To extend comfort and grace to those in need 

To work actively for justice and peace in the world 
To actively nurture our relationship with all of creation 

To be generous, responsible stewards of God’s gifts. 
 

Ministers - All Members 
Pastor - Catherine Taylor 

Director of Music, Organist - Jeffrey Anthony 
Director of Children and Youth Ministries - Susan Hunter 

Director of Communication and Church Life - Kendra Crabtree 
Office Manager - Sherry Ingham 

Custodian - Viola Howery 
Campus Minister, UKirk Ministry at Virginia Tech – Ginny Taylor-Troutman 

Mission Co-worker in Guatemala – Leslie Vogel 
Mission Co-workers in Bangladesh – (Our Mission Partners names cannot be listed in the bulletin as they are 

working in an area with terrorism and we do not want to risk their safety.) 
Mission Partner in Malawi – Dr. Ruth Shakespeare 

           
          
 
 
 



  ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
September 11, 2016 

 
 
Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and 
be moved toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or 
what you are seeking, you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to 
explore all that happens in life and ministry in this church.   
 
HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to 
use them for the worship service. 
 
We give thanks for Taylor Coombs who is our liturgist today. We appreciate all of the students who 
brought their gifts to share with us today in worship.  
 
THE CELEBRATION FLOWERS TODAY are given in loving memory of those who have died 
fighting for freedom or in the hands of terrorism. 
 
A list of the names of those who lost their lives fifteen years ago today in the September 11th attacks 
is posted on the wall outside Fellowship Hall. 
 
Today in worship we celebrate Higher Education Sunday.  We are blessed to live in a college town, 
and our lives are enriched by the faculty, staff, and students who are a part of our worshipping commu-
nity.  Special thanks, today to the students who are participating in worship as liturgists, ushers, and greet-
ers.  Thanks be to God for the gifts of students shared with us as we grow together in faith. 
 
Joyful Noise! Starting TODAY, Sunday, September 11, our kids will have the opportunity to sing   
together on a weekly basis! Joyful Noise, the K-5th -grade children’s choir, will meet in room 007 from 
10:00 -10:25 a.m. Kids in Sunday School who wish to participate will be moved by a teacher from their 
room to Room 007 and can be picked up by parents and signed out there to head up to the worship ser-
vice. This is a low key, no pressure environment meant to educate kids about the music we use in wor-
ship and to engage them more fully in the worship service.  The choir will be led by Kendra Crabtree 
and accompanied by Mary Lee Hendricks.  
 

Mark your calendars!  A series of New Member Classes is being offered on the following dates: 
September 11, 18, and 25, for all who are interested (or even curious!) in joining Blacksburg Presbyter-
ian Church. Classes will be held during the Sunday school hour from 9:00—10:00 a.m. in Fellowship 
Hall.  On October 2, Session members will join the group to welcome and receive you as a new member 
of our church family. 
 

We are delighted that so many are visiting our church. Please greet warmly all those you may not know, 
and encourage them to take part in our lively congregation. If you have questions or concerns, please 
contact Jan McGilliard at 953-1366, or e-mail her at janmcgilli@gmail.com.  You can always contact 
the church office at 552-2504.   
 
 
Two dates still available for you to sponsor Celebration Flowers in the sanctuary!  
The following dates are available: Oct. 9; or Nov. 13. Please contact Sherry at  
sherry@blacksburgpres.org if you would like to sponsor one of these dates. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

NAACP Upcoming events:  
On October 8, 2016, at 6pm the Montgomery-Radford-Floyd chapter of the NAACP is holding its an-
nual Freedom Fund Banquet at The Inn at Virginia Tech and Skelton Conference Center.  Freedom Fund 
Banquet provides an opportunity to come together in fellowship as well as to address important civil 
rights issues impacting the community. Peace, Justice and Global Mission of BPC is proud to sponsor a 
table at this banquet and would love for you to join us! Tickets are $50 per person. If you would like to 
attend, please contact Stacy Potten at 720-320-9690 or stacylynnaz@gmail.com.  
 
 
SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Brent Opell      
Elder of the Week:   Today: Jama Hayes  Mon-Sunday: Peggy Kincaid  
Ushers:   Mackenzie McMillian, Morgan Nutter, Kevin Siegel, Matthew Anama 
Counters:  Greg Campbell and John Dillard 
Coffee Hosts: Fred Piercy  Next Week: John and Martha Dillard 
 
THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Sept. 11 Higher Education Sunday 
    New Member Class begins at 9:00 a.m. – FH 
    Sunday school for all ages at 9:00 a.m. 
    Coffee Fellowship 10:00-10:30 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
    Youth Group Parent meeting at 11:40 a.m. – WM 
    Youth Group begins tonight at 5:30-7:30 p.m.  
 Sept. 12 Lydia Circle meets at 1:30 p.m. – Fellowship Hall 
    Faith Circle meets at 7:30 p.m.at Peg Warren’s home 
     1201 Highland Circle, Blacksburg, VA  24060 
 Sept. 13 Tuesday Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Staff meets at 9:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Quilters gather at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room –All are welcome! 
 Sept. 14 Handbell practice at 6:00 p.m. 
    Adult Choir practice at 7:00 p.m. 
 Sept. 15  Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. – Hatcher Conference Room 
 Sept. 18 Sunday School for all ages at 9:00 a.m. 
    New Member Class at 9:00 a.m. - FH  
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m.  
    Cents Ability Collection in worship 
    Celebrating Charles Taylor & Sherry Ingham  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
       

UPCOMING EVENTS AT BPC  
 Sept. 19 Newsletter Deadline to submit items for October Newsletter to Sherry 
    Advent meeting at 12:00 p.m. - HCR 
    Hildegard Circle meets at 6:00 p.m. at Jan McGilliard’s home    
     for Potluck & Bible Study-305 Country Club Drive, SE, Blacksburg, VA 
 Sept. 22 Fall Equinox 
 Sept. 25 New Member Class at 9:00 a.m. – FH 
 Sept. 27 Malawi meeting at 12:00 p.m. –HCR 
 Sept. 29 Caring for the Community at 9:00 a.m.- HCR 
 Sept. 30 Faithful Saints Day trip to Draper Mercantile 10:45 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
 October Global Mission Month at BPC 
 Oct. 2  World Communion Day/Peacemaking Offering at BPC 
 
 
 

 
Around the World in Three Homes: October 15, 2016, 4:30-7:30 
p.m. 
Come travel the world without leaving Blacksburg! October is our 
Global mission month where we will be spotlighting our three global 
mission partners. This is an all church event that we hope you will set 
time to attend.  
 
We will meet at the church at 4:30 p.m. to meet up with our traveling 
groups. We will then set out on our journey across the world enjoying 

light refreshments at each stop from Bangladesh, Guatemala, and Malawi.  
 
Come experience a bit of each country by trying local food, listening to some local tunes and hear-
ing stories of the people of each place. 
 
You can sign up on Sunday at the Welcome Window in the Gathering Space or through the church 
website: www.blacksburgpres.org/aroundtheworld.  Please sign up by Sunday, October 2nd so we 
can plan accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Income (57.0%) and Spending (60.1%)  

through July 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Percentages of Annual Budget (58% of year). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


