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Every year in July my heart does a li�le dance as I realize that we as a Body of Christ have passed the 
half-way mark toward Advent. “Advent! Why is she wri�ng about Advent in July?” you may wonder. 
Perhaps it’s because I think in terms of the Church Year, and we are now in the long final season of 
Ordinary Time, which will end on Christ the King Sunday, the final Sunday before Advent.  
 
The Church Year organizes life around the story of God with us, instead of appointment calendars that 
are geared to our employment and the genera�on of income. Placing God at the center of life and 
�me can be a great relief, especially when �mes are challenging. So, yes, in July I thrill to realize that 
the great seasons of the Church—Advent and Christmas—are drawing nearer. Not too far behind 
them will come Epiphany, Lent and Easter.  
 
But just now we are in a long season in which there are no great fes�vals of the Church to mark. It is a 
�me when we usually share the teaching of Jesus from the pulpit,  (except this year I chose to offer a 
six-week series on Reformed Worship.) With no fes�vals to plan for, we plan church happenings 
around the return to public school and the opening of the university. 
 
Each year I ask Jeffrey to plan a big piece of music for the Sunday in August when Tech students and 
their families are likely to be visi�ng, many for the first �me. Children’s Ministry is busy making sure 
that teachers are in place for the fall season of Sunday School. The Adult Educa�on Ministry team is 
doing the same thing. We are also thinking already about what to do on Rally Day, the Sunday School 
kick-off on August 21st, early this year because of school schedules. 
 
On my plate are plans for training our brand new crop of Deacons and the August Session mee�ng, 
when the new elders will officially take over from the Class that has just re�red. That usually happens 
in July, but this year travel schedules got in the way. Remember, there are 15 Ruling Elders to consid-
er, plus the Clerk, plus me. One of the conversa�ons Session will take up right away is the ongoing 
conversa�on about whether it will be possible to partner with Habitat for Humanity to build duplexes 
or townhomes for low wealth families on the empty lot we own across the street. Plus every elder has 
her or his own ministry to report on and manage. Every mee�ng ends with prayer for the joys and 
concerns of the congrega�on. 
 
Again, le�ng the Church Year frame our thinking helps. This is an elec�on year. Surely God has hopes 
for how we will conduct ourselves as covenant people in polarizing �mes. When the new class of el-
ders was being trained, we spent a lot of �me reminding each other that we are not here to do what 
we think might be needed. We are here to listen for the leading God. Our job is to ask what God is do-
ing in ordinary �me among us, and to wonder how we can foster God’s plans. 
 
Peace,  
 
 
 
Catherine 



 PRAYER CONCERNS 
       We rejoice and give thanks to God for…  
 

… the slower pace of life to listen to God’s words; 
… excitement of upcoming school for students and teachers; 
...for the moments of peace and knowing God’s love  
 surrounds  us.  
 
 

Trusting in God’s presence, grace, healing, and care,   
   we also pray for many people… 
 

...for Dewey Newman who fell and had hip surgery; 

...for Missionaries who serve God’s people amid dangerous 
 �mes; 
...for Charles Amos who had cataract surgery; 
… for Rob Russel’s family following his death; 
...for Beulah Kline’s family following her death; 
...Diane Wilson who broke her arm and is recupera�ng at 
 home; 
...for Sherry & Randy Ingham’s 22 month old granddaughter, 
 Emily Schroepfer, who was diagnosed with Leukemia last 
 month and is undergoing chemo therapy; 
...for Edith Stockton who has constant back /leg pain; 

...for Allen Bame whose sister passed away unexpectedly; 

...for Jama Hayes and her family following the death of her 
 mother; 
...for Arlice Banks and her family following the death of her 
 mother; 
...for Sarah Rogers diagnosed with stage lV neuroendocrine 
 cancer;  
...for Anne Grover who is at Heritage Hall; 
...for Donna Stalcup  who is experiencing balance problems; 
...for David Doherty as he gets stronger;  
...for Brenda Long’s brother, Gary Dingus, as he con�nues    
 treatments for eye cancer; 
...for Mark Rakes. 

Newsletter deadlines! 
We look forward to your items  for the  

newsle�er. Please have all items  
submi�ed to Sherry by August 19,  2016 

 Items may be submi�ed by email to: 
sherry@blacksburgpres.org 

 

Newsle�er Schedule:  
September 1, 2016 (deadline Aug. 19, 2016) 

October 1, 2016 (deadline Sept. 19, 2016) 
 

Don’t forget our newsle�er is available on  
our website! Check it out! www.blacksburgpres.org 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE AVAILABLE AT BPC  

  Fair Trade Coffee and items will be available  
  on the  first Sunday of each month following  
  worship in the Gathering Space.   
                    Items will be available August 7th.   
 

              Help us to support small farmers with  
                                    Fair Trade items. 

HYMN FESTIVAL 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 7TH 

 

There are dates still available for you to sponsor  
Celebration Flowers in the sanctuary!  

 
The following dates are available: Sept. 11; Oct. 9; or 
Nov. 13.  
 

Please contact Sherry at sherry@blacksburgpres.org  
if you would like to sponsor one of these dates. 

On Sunday, August 7th, we will have a mini hymn fes�-

val during the worship service. If you’ve never experi-

enced a hymn fes�val before, it is basically a program 

consis�ng of hymns sung by the congrega�on and/or 

choir, alterna�ng with scripture and/or poetry read-

ings. It is usually centered on a specific theme. Our fes-

�val will be a li�le different in that it will be in the con-

text of an actual Service of Holy Communion. The 

structure of the service will be similar to our usual wor-

ship order, but we will use hymns as some of the pray-

ers and other parts of the liturgy. Let’s just say that 

you will be doing a lot of singing! Our theme will be 

The Psalms. Paraphrases of the psalms were the only 

singing that was allowed by John Calvin and the early 

Reformed churches, so we will be pay-

ing homage to our theological roots. 

FAMILY CHOIR 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 14TH 

Sunday, August 14th is the last Sunday before the Adult 

Choir begins its worship leadership for the season. So 

that is your LAST CHANCE to sing in the Summer Choir! 

On this day, families are encouraged to par�cipate to-

gether. This includes parents, grandparents, children of 

all ages, aunts, uncles, nephews, nieces, in-laws, etc. 

There will be age-appropriate ways for everyone to par-

�cipate, so make a family plan to meet in the choir 

room at 9:45 that morning. 



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S CIRCLES 

                                  There is lots to report on Malawi happenings! 
 

 
BPC received a $2,000 GRANT FROM PRESBYTERY’S 2 CENTS/MEAL  HUNGER PROGRAM to send to the Food Securi-
ty Program at Mulanje Mission.  Felix Mkwate, the Director now has two assistants and they are con�nuing to make 
progress with animal projects and sustainable gardens in more villages, helping to alleviate local hunger. 
 
 

The Malawi Partnership Ministry has received 2 AWARDS FROM THE  MANNA TEAM AND ENDOWMENT MONIES.  
The first is  $12,888 for this year which is being sent to Mulanje Mission:   
$10,000 to the Hospital which will be used for much-needed medica�ons, 
$2,000 for Food Security (plus the $2,000 from the 2 Cents a Meal Hunger 
Program!) and $1,000 for Public Health at the Mission. 
 

The second is a 3 year award which primarily will support a current clini-
cal worker at the Hospital in a 3 year program for a degree in OB/GYN.  
People with this background are sorely needed in Malawi and the par�ci-
pant will be returning to Mulanje to work.  The award will also replace a 
new and sorely needed laundry machine as well as solar water heaters for 
the laundry room which will reduce costs. 
 
 

KEITH LIPATO, a former grad student at VT in Public Health and member of our BPC Ministry Group was named 
Principal  (Director) of the Mulanje College of Nursing!  Congratula�ons, Keith! 
 
TWO OF BPC’S MALAWI PARTNERSHIP MINISTRY MEMBERS have spent �me in Malawi this summer.  Ashley Taylor 
and Marquita Hill.  Ashley has returned and Marquita is currently in Malawi.   They will be sharing news of the HOSPI-
TAL and our SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS at the College of Nursing and the Secondary School   Thanks to the many BPC 
members who support these scholarships for those who could not be enrolled without your help. 
 
DR. SUE MAKIN, our former PCUSA OB/GYN doctor and PCUSA co-worker at Mulanje Mission (currently working at 
the Korean Hospital in Malawi) will be visi�ng us in December from 13 – 17. 

MALAWI NEWS 

Presbyterian Women Circles  
All women are invited to join  

one of our Circles! 
 

 
Faith Circle meets at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, August 8 
at Jen Stewart’s home, 304 Lucas Drive,  Blacksburg, 
Phone: 540-951-1808.  
 
For more informa�on on Faith Circle contact  
Jen Stewart at jenbusickstewart@yahoo.com or   
540-449-1532.  

KNITWITS GATHER 
AUGUST 22, 2016 

Experienced or beginner... 
Please join us the 4th Monday of each month from 
1-3 p.m. as we con�nue to work on community  
service projects in Westminster Hall. 
  
Contact Christy Savage for more informa�on at  
540-239-7735 or  a csavage1677@comcast.net. 



ECUMENICAL OPPORTUNITIES 

FAITH ON TAP 

Fun was had by all on July 22 at Frank’s CineBowl Bowling! 
So, save the date, August 27th, for another opportunity for young folks to 
get together in a relaxed, fun atmosphere!  
 
We haven’t decided on the place yet, but we’ll gather from 6:00-8:00 p.m.  
Childcare will be available. Stay tuned for more informa�on.  

 Contact Kendra Crabtree at Kendra@blacksburgpres.org for more informa�on and childcare. 



                                              CEDEPCA NEWS 

 

Maternal death continues to stalk the area where the Casa Materna Ana Sayre is located. The state of Alta Vera-
paz is the poorest in Guatemala with an 83% poverty rate. Through March, there have been 21 deaths. Ironically, 
during those same three months, 21 women stayed in the Casa. No woman who stayed in the Casa died, for which 

we are very thankful. It is also evidence of the effectiveness of the Casa Materna system.  

Essential to the CEDEPCA mission are education and service to the community. In November, Dr. Jennie Leslie, 
an obstetrician, and Bonnie McLellan, a nurse/midwife, visited the Casa. (This was Bonnie’s third trip to Caha-
bon.) The two of them teamed up with Wings (Alas in Spanish), a Guatemala organization dedicated to women’s 
health, family planning, and the prevention of cervical cancer. It is unrealistic to do pap smears away from big 
cities because you have to take a specimen and then send it to a lab. Instead, Wings does a vaginal test with a vin-
egar swab. If a spot turns white, they cauterize it right there. They estimate this test will miss 10 % of pathologies, 
but the procedure is still a blessing out in these forgotten areas.  

The team also inserted a method of long-term birth control in 54 women. It is encouraging to see more and more 
women using birth control, including some of the older women. Because Guatemala has the 4th highest rate of 
malnutrition in the world, it is imperative to cut the high birth rate. Guatemala has only a handful of nurse/
midwives. Most of them have little formal training, and yet they provide practically all of the prenatal care to 
pregnant women outside of the few main cities. Drawing on her knowledge as a nurse/midwife, Bonnie McLellan 
taught classes in the villages. Ninety-five local midwives came to learn from Bonnie about care during pregnancy 
and after giving birth, how to recognize the signs of danger in a pregnancy, and the importance of spacing be-
tween pregnancies. CEDEPCA provided the participants money for transportation and for lunch. Many of the 
midwives still had to walk two or three hours to get to the training.  

In May, Dr. Liz Knepp made her third trip to Cahabon with two residents and an ultra sound technician. This time 
we worked two days in Cahabon in the three story new hospital that has been there for 3 years and has never been 
opened due to lack of funds. We actually inaugurated it with the new mayor there and a prayer from the pastor of 
the Nazarene church on whose property the Casa is located. In the hospital, we did ultrasounds on all the pregnant 
women. In every place we visited we did medical clinics. Using our doplers, the pregnant women heard the heart-
beats of their babies. It was wonderful to see their smiles.  We are hoping we will be able to buy a machine for the 
Casa Materna so we will be able to detect a baby in a dangerous position.  

We appreciate the support of our friends that enables us to continue to serve the women of this beautiful but pov-
erty stricken area of Guatemala. We invite you to visit Cahabon to see the Casa and meet the wonderful people 
that keep it functioning. 



CREATION CARE TEAM 

BPC’s CENTS-ABILITY COLLECTION 
Sunday, August 21 



ELDER OF THE WEEK                      
Aug. 1—7   Ami Jo 
Aug. 8—14   Jack Call 
Aug. 15—21  Brent Opell 
Aug. 22—28  Cherry Pelt 
Aug. 29—Sept. 4  Melanie Smith 
Sept. 5—11  Jama Hayes 

Check our website for the most up to date calendar 
Tuesday, Aug. 2 
    7:30 a.m. Breakfast & Bible (B & B) group meet at   
    Panera  Bread, 715 University City Blvd.  
    9:30 a.m. Quilters gather –FH 
  11:00 a.m. Prayer Group meets—Prayer Room 
Wednesday, Aug. 3 
    9:30 a.m. Caring for the Community 
Sunday, August 7 
     9:45 a.m.  Summer Choir meets in Choir Room 
 10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 
    10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 Monday, Aug. 8 
    9:30 a.m. Staff meets– HCR 
    1:00 p.m. Smyth Lecture mee�ng– WM 
    4:30 p.m. University Ministry meets –HCR 
    7:30 p.m. Faith Circle meets at Jen Stewart’s home  
Tuesday, Aug. 9 Montgomery County Public School Begins 
     7:30 a.m. Breakfast & Bible (B & B) group meet at   
    Panera  Bread, 715 University City Blvd.  
     9:30 a.m. Quilters gather –FH 
   11:00 a.m. Prayer Group meets—Prayer Room 
Thursday, Aug. 11 
    9:30 a.m. Caring for the Community– HCR 
Sunday, Aug. 14  
     9:00 a.m.  Teacher Orienta�on  
     9:45 a.m. Family Summer Choir meets 
  10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 
  10:30 a.m. Worship  
 Monday, Aug. 15 
    9:30 a.m. Staff meets– HCR 
Tuesday, Aug. 16 
    7:30 a.m. Breakfast & Bible (B & B) group meet at   
    Panera  Bread, 715 University City Blvd.  
    9:30 a.m. Quilters gather –FH 
  11:00 a.m. Prayer Group meets—Prayer Room 
Wednesday, Aug. 17 
    9:30 a.m.  Caring for the Community 
    4:00 p.m. Peace, Jus�ce, Global Mission meets—HCR 
Saturday, Aug. 20 
   PEAKS Presbytery Mee�ng– Covenant Pres. 
Sunday, Aug. 21  
   9:10 a.m.  Rally Day 
   BPC’s Cents Ability collec�on 
    9:45 a.m. Adult Choir meets-Choir Room 
 10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 
 10:30 a.m. Worship  
   7:00 p.m. Session meets 
Monday, Aug. 22 VT classes begin 
    1:00 p.m. KnitWits gather– WM 
    4:00 p.m. Presbyterian Women Coordina�ng Team-WM 
Tuesday, Aug. 23 
   7:30 a.m.  Breakfast & Bible group meets 
   9:30 a.m.   Staff meets– HCR 
   9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.  Prayer Group meets—Prayer Room 
Sunday, Aug. 28 
  9:10 a.m.  Sunday School Starts for all ages  

SERVING THIS MONTH 

—Dates to Remember— 
*-HCR—Hatcher Conference Room 

*-FH—Fellowship Hall      *WM—Westminster Hall 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

1 -  Meg Laing 
3-   Trish Haak, Joe Ivers, Heidi Swartzwelder 
4 – Evan Billingsley, Nancy Furr, Heather Polikoff 
5 -  Beverly Hudson, Lois Price  
7 – Buddy Russell 
8 – Frances Russell 
9 – Brenda Long 
10 – Deepu George, Malcolm Laing 
12 – Les Myers 
13 – Samantha Haak 
17 – Jim Rakes  
18 – Ed Spencer 
19 – Deb Call 
21 – Stewart Laing 
22 – Bob Pienkowski, Edith Stockton   
24 – Jennifer Grover, Suzan Mauney, Forrest Thye 
26 – Russell Drumheller   
27 -  Wilmoth O’Dell, Lily Anne Rascher 
28 -  Natalie Rascher 
30 – Chris Bundren, Jonathan Kruckow 
31 – Rob Kincaid, Janice Woodard 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

6 – Jeffrey Anthony 
7 – David Haak, Carly Polikoff, Donna Stalcup 
8 – Chap Straley 
9 – Thomas Tillar 
10 – Joni Pienkowski, Sandy Schlaudecker 
11 –Cat Oliver 
13-  Jim Echols 
14 – Vince Cilimberg 
15 – Nancy Andrews 
18 – Jessica Furr, Bill Hendricks  
19 – Kristy McCord, Jim Thompson  
20 - Tripp Showalter 
21 –Carole Jubb 
22 – Mark Rakes 
23 – Allen Bame, Abbie Knobl, Vivian Bell Lawrence, 
 Dus�n Sechrest 
24 – Debbie Showalter, Kirsten Tice 
25 –Eric Mesmer, JoAnn Underwood 
26 - Julie Gerard, Bri�any Stewart 
27 – Carolyn Canada, Charles Pritz 
29 – Michael Harvey, Eleanor Lau, Mike McGilliard  
30 –Bill Foy 
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BLACKSBURG  PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

A Vibrant Congrega�on of   
Welcome, Worship and Outreach 

 

701 CHURCH ST SE 
Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

540-552-2504     FAX 540-961-5691 
www.blacksburgpres.org 

Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org 
 
Catherine Taylor, Pastor: catherine@blacksburgpres.org  
 

Jeffrey Anthony, Music Director: Jeffrey@blacksburgpres.org 
 

Kendra Crabtree, Director of Communica�on and Church Life 
             …kendra@blacksburgpres.org  
 

Susan Hunter, Director of Children and Youth Ministries… 
**New Email address**                 susanh@blacksburgpres.org 
 

Sherry Ingham, Office Manager:  sherry@blacksburgpres.org 
 

Viola Howery, Custodian 
 

Ginny Taylor-Troutman, UKirk, Presbyterian Campus Ministry:  
campusminister@pcusa-vt.org     
 

 

   
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

Picture Directory  
Photo Days at BPC: 

 

August 2nd—1:00-7:00 p.m. 
 

Contact CP Photography to schedule 
 your appointment at 1-866-554-9032. 

 
 
 
 
 

 


