
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 31, 2016 
 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“The resurrection can only be received, affirmed, and celebrated as the new action of God whose 
province it is to create new futures for people and let them be amazed in the midst of despair.”          

~ Walter Brueggemann 
 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
The Prayers of the People will be written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate 

prayer. If you want to take part, write a one sentence prayer on the cards provided. 
 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 

Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  David Snyder         
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 

PRELUDE God of Great and God of Small NATALIE SLEETH

   

CALL TO WORSHIP    Anne Campbell 
 Open unto us – light to our darkness. 
  Open unto us – courage for our fear. 
 Open unto us – hope for our despair. 
  Open unto us – peace for our turmoil. 
 Open unto us – joy for our sorrow. 
  Open unto us – strength for our weakness. 
 Open unto us – wisdom for our confusion. 
  Open unto us – forgiveness for our sins. 
 Open unto us – love for our hates. 
  Open unto us – yourself for ourselves. Lord, Lord, open unto us! Amen. 
  

   

 
 

 HYMN No. 19          God of Great and God of Small GOD OF GREAT AND SMALL 

 

PRAYER OF APPROACH   
O God of Easter, bless our lives, our families, our nation, our world with the kind of 
love that can turn death into life, despair into joy, tragedy into triumph. Empower us 
to be channels of your grace, messengers of good news, ambassadors of Christ to all 
who hurt today and hunger for hope. Speak to us, O God, through your word writ-
ten, read, and interpreted, that we may see and know the living Word who is Jesus, 
the Christ. Amen. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION  

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

Gracious God, we confess our often shallow, reluctant faith. We lack the complete trust 
in you we need. And so we pray for the fullness of your promises. Where we have been 
weak, grant us strength.  Where we have been confused, grant us your guidance. Where 
we have been distraught, grant us your comfort. Where we have been dead, grant us 
your life. Apart from you, O God, we are nothing. But in you, we can do all things, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  …  (A time of silent confession follows.)  
  In his name we pray; amen. 

 
 

PRAYERFUL RESPONSE  FINLANDIA 
  This is my prayer, O Lord of all earth's kingdoms: 
  thy kingdom come; on earth thy will be done. 
  Let Christ be lifted up till all shall serve him, 
  and hearts united learn to live as one. 
  So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations: 
  myself I give thee; let thy will be done. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 Friends, the gospel has been given to us! God’s good news has come to us! 
  Jesus, the Christ, is God’s gift of grace bringing healing and wholeness.   
  We shall embrace God’s gift and share it! Thanks be to God! 
  

GRATEFUL RESPONSE      Rain Down RAIN DOWN 

 Rain down; rain down;  
 rain down your love on your people. 
 Rain down; rain down;  
 rain down your love, God of life. (repeat) 
   

 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 
 



PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  
  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 

SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       
(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 

kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 22:1-2; 42:1-3 
 
ANTHEM  Why Have You Forsaken Me? TAIHEI SATO 

Summer Choir 
 

Why have you forsaken me? O my God to whom I sing. 
Your help is so far from me, from the words of my groaning. 

 

O my God, I cry by day, but I hear not a reply; 
Therefore I cannot find rest, as by night I also cry. 

 

Music © 1983 Christian Conference of Asia (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.) 
Used by permission. Onelicense.net #A-701634. Psalm paraphrase: J. S. Anthony 

 
NEW TESTAMENT READING Matthew 12:9-14; 18:12-14 
 
SERMON   “…Thy Will Be Done…”             Reverend David Snyder 

 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Job 42:1-2 
 Then Job answered the Lord, 
  “I know that you can do all things,  
  and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.”  
  

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN No. 756 O God of Every Nation LLANGLOFFAN 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER The Congregation  
 … Lord, hear our prayer as we sing together: 
 O for a world preparing for God’s glorious reign of peace, AZMON 
 where times and tears will be no more, and all but love will cease. 
 

 

 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES 
  

OFFERTORY As the Deer MARTIN J. NYSTROM 
 Summer Choir 
 

Text may be found at Hymn # 626. 
 

DOXOLOGY  AZMON 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Jesus Christ, the Son; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  
the Godhead, Three-in-One. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 291 Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness SPIRIT 
 

 BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness SPIRIT 
 

 
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
July 31, 2016 

 
 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and 
be moved toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or 
what you are seeking, you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to 
explore all that happens in life and ministry in this church.   
 

HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to 
use them for the worship service. 
 

Our Thanks to Reverend David Snyder who will be preaching today while Catherine and Rob are 
away on vacation.  
 
We give thanks for Anne Campbell who is our liturgist today.  
 
SUMMER ART FEATURING Robert McDuffie.  We welcome Robert McDuffie and his wonderful 
photographs to BPC this summer. Robert is an Associate Professor and the Director of the Hahn Horti-
culture Garden at Virginia Tech. He also leads tours of gardens in countries around the world. The pho-
tos in this exhibit reflect things he has seen in Europe, Japan, and Great Britain.  
 
HYMN FESTIVAL on Sunday, August 7th.  We will have a mini hymn festival during the worship 
service. If you’ve never experienced a hymn festival before, it is basically a program consisting of 
hymns sung by the congregation and/or choir, alternating with scripture and/or poetry readings. It is usu-
ally centered on a specific theme. Our festival will be a little different in that it will be in the context of 
an actual Service of Holy Communion. The structure of the service will be similar to our usual worship 
order, but we will use hymns as some of the prayers and other parts of the liturgy. Let’s just say that you 
will be doing a lot of singing! Our theme will be The Psalms. Paraphrases of the psalms were the only 
singing that was allowed by Jean Calvin and the early Reformed churches, so we will be paying homage 
to our theological roots. 
 
 

There are dates still available for you to sponsor Celebration Flowers in the sanctuary!  
The following dates are available: Sept. 11; Oct. 9; or Nov. 13.  
Please contact Sherry at sherry@blacksburgpres.org if you would like to sponsor one of these dates. 
 
 
FAMILY CHOIR-Sunday, August 14th is the last Sunday before the Adult Choir begins its worship 
leadership for the season. So that is your LAST CHANCE to sing in the Summer Choir! On this day, 
families are encouraged to participate together. This includes parents, grandparents, children of all ages, 
aunts, uncles, nephews, nieces, in-laws, etc. There will be age-appropriate ways for everyone to partici-
pate, so make a family plan to meet in the choir room at 9:45 that morning. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Jim Echols     Next Month: Craig Woolsey 
Elder of the Week:   Today: Melanie Smith Mon-Sunday: Ami Jo  
Ushers:   John and Diane Wilson, Brent Opell and Jim Echols 
Counters:  John Dillard and Shalini Perumpral 
Coffee Hosts: Cherry Pelt Next Week: Melanie and Scott Smith 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 July 31 Summer Choir meets at 9:45 a.m. – Choir Room 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship with Guest Preacher- Dave Snyder at 10:30 a.m. 
 Aug. 2 CPS- Directory pictures at BPC – 1:00-7:00 p.m. - FH 
    Bible & Breakfast at 7:30 a.m. at Panera Bread, 715 University City Blvd.-  
     All are welcome!  
    Quilters gather at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room –All are welcome! 
  Aug. 3 Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. – Hatcher Conference Room 
  Aug. 7 Summer Choir meets at 9:45 a.m. – Choir Room 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship with Communion– Hymn Festival at 10:30 a.m. 
 
       

UPCOMING EVENTS AT BPC  
 Aug. 8 Faith Circle meets at Jen Stewart’s home at 7:30 p.m. 
 Aug. 14 Sunday School Teacher Orientation at 9:00 a.m. 
    Summer Family Choir meets at 9:45 a.m. 
 Aug. 17 Peace, Justice, and Global Mission meets at 4:00 p.m. - HCR 
 Aug. 20 PEAKS Presbytery meeting at Covenant Presbyterian Church 
 Aug. 21 Rally Day at 9:10 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
    Elders and Deacons Installed 
    Session meets at 7:00 p.m. - HCR 
 Aug. 22 KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. – WM 
    PW Coordinating Team meets at 4:00 p.m. – WM 
 August 26 Faith on Tap 6:00-8:00 p.m. – location TBD 
 Sept. 4 No Sunday school 
 Sept. 5 Office Closed – Labor Day 

     The B & B group (Bible and Breakfast) 
The Tuesday morning Bible Study Group is going to have summer school / breakfast meetings at 
Panera Bread, 715 University City Blvd, at the usual time of 7:30 a.m. We will be drinking coffee, eat-
ing breakfast, sharing life stories, and discussing our thoughts on the Bible texts as listed in the lection-
ary. Please come and join in the laughter and seriousness that is part of our time together. New comers 
are welcome, just to try us out. For more information contact Scott or Melanie Smith at Scott- 808-
3779/ scottsmith4u@gmail.com; Melanie- 808-8337/ or melscofam@gmail.com. 

 


