
Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

JUNE 12, 2016 
 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
Open wide the window of our spirits, God, and fill us with light; Open wide the door of our hearts 
that we may receive and entertain you with all our powers of adoration and love. Amen.    

        ~ Before the Amen 

 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
The Prayers of the People will be written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate 

prayer. If you want to take part, write a one sentence prayer on the cards provided. 
 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 

Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Catherine Taylor         
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 

PRELUDE Voluntary on HOLY MANNA  arr. J. S. ANTHONY 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP    Kendra Crabtree 
 In the morning, O Lord, you hear our prayers. 
  In the light of this day we praise your name. 
 Through the abundance of your steadfast love you have gathered us into your house. 
  In the holiness of your presence, we bow down to worship and adore you. 

 

 HYMN No. 386             Come, Worship God O QUANTA QUALIA 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH   
Gracious God, draw near to us with compassion, touch us with healing, and speak to 
us with love, so that we may arise and live to spread the good news of your saving 
power; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Holy One, God Most High, grant us faith to confess our sins and seek your mercy. 
There are barren places in our lives where we have wandered far from you.  We have 
listened to voices who distracted us from your call. We have submitted to powers 
competing for our loyalty to you. God our Savior, forgive us. Speak tenderly to us of 
your presence. Feed us with your word. Deliver us from evil. Let us enter into your 
kingdom; then send us out to serve you by the power of the Holy Spirit, in the name 
of your Son, Jesus Christ.  . . .  (A time of silent confession follows.) In Christ’s name we 
pray.  Amen. 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 Jesus said to the one who had sinned much, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
  The cross of Christ stands as the sign that the love of God lives in us   
  through faith in the grace of God. 
 In the power of the Christ’s Spirit, I say to you,   
 your sins are forgiven.  
 

GRATEFUL RESPONSE No. 619 v. 1        LAUDA ANIMA 
  Praise, my soul, the God of heaven;    
  glad of heart your carols raise; 
  Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,  
  who like me should sing God’s praise?  
  Alleluia! Alleluia!  
  Praise the Maker all your days! 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 

SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       
(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 

kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 95 
  

ANTHEM Sing a New Song MICHAEL PRAETORIUS 
 Summer Choir 
 

Sing a new song, 
Sing to God with a voice of triumph, 
Make his praises known to all the nations; 
Sing the honor of God’s name. 

  

SCRIPTURE READING John 4:19-26 
 
SERMON   “Why Worship?”             Dr. Taylor 

 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  

 
 

 



 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

HYMN No. 409 God Is Here! ABBOT’S LEIGH 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER The Congregation  
 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES 
 
OFFERTORY Brethren, We Have Met to Worship HOLY MANNA 
 Summer Choir 
 

 Text may be found at Hymn #396. 
  

 

DOXOLOGY  OLD HUNDREDTH 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ, all people here below;  
 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
 Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 612 We Praise You, O God KREMSER 
 

 BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE O Worship the King JOSEPH MARTIN KRAUS 
 

 
 
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
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Why Worship? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover illustration from the 2015-17 Book of Confessions 

 
 
Q. What is the chief end of humankind?  
A. The chief end of humankind is to glorify God and enjoy God forever. 

--The Westminster Shorter Catechism, 1646-1647 
 
 

5.223 “Although religion is not bound to time, yet it cannot be cultivated and exercised 
without a proper distribution and arrangement of time. Every Church, therefore, chooses 
for itself a certain time for public prayers, and for the preaching of the Gospel, and for the 
celebration of the sacraments; and no one is permitted to overthrow this appointment of the 
Church at his own pleasure. For unless some due time and leisure is given for the outward 
exercise of religion, without doubt men would be drawn away from it by their own affairs. 
      --The Second Helvetic Confession, 1561 
 
 
9.36 “The church gathers to praise God, to hear God’s word for humankind, to baptize and 
to join in the Lord’s Supper, to pray for and present the world to God in worship, to enjoy 
fellowship, to receive instruction, strength and comfort, to order and organize its own cor-
porate life, to be tested, renewed and reformed, and to speak and act in the world’s affairs 
as may be appropriate to the needs of the time.”    --The Confession of 1967 

 
 



 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
June 12, 2016 

 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be 
moved toward deeper faith, sincere love and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what 
you are seeking, you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all 
that happens in life and ministry in this church.  Speak to the pastor for more information and be sure 
to sign the Friendship Register, which is found in the pew.   
 

HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use 
them for the worship service. 
 

We give thanks for Kendra Crabtree who is our liturgist today and all the gifts she shares with us. 
 

THE CELEBRATION FLOWERS TODAY are given by Karen Watson in loving memory of  
Steve Watson. 
 

TODAY’S PENTECOST OFFERING unites young people in Christ.  Your offering goes to support: 
25% Global Reach- YAV- Young Adult Volunteer. Your support makes it possible for volunteers to dedi-
cate a full year of service for an experience that inspires for a lifetime; 40% Locally-Minded which stays 
with our congregation to help support youth in our community- This year will go to NRV CARES (Court 
Appointed Special Advocates). Volunteer advocates provide a voice for abused and neglected children in 
the court system; 25% Sustained Impact- Ministries with Youth. This ministry acknowledges and cele-
brates youth as the keepers of God’s world, with events like the Presbyterian Youth Triennium; and 10% 
Ministries for Children at Risk around the world. Your gift to the Pentecost Offering on June 12, 2016 
does good, near and far. Envelopes are in the pews or please make your check out to “BPC” with “Pente-
cost   Offering” in the memo line.  
 
SUMMER ART EXHIBIT FEATURING Robert McDuffie.  We welcome Robert McDuffie and his 
wonderful photographs to BPC this summer. Robert is an Associate Professor and the Director of the 
Hahn Horticulture Garden at Virginia Tech. He also leads tours of gardens in countries around the world. 
The photos in this exhibit reflect things he has seen in Europe, Japan, and Great Britain. Plan to come to 
the Art Forum to hear Robert talk on Sunday, June 26 after worship.   
 

 

If you aren’t receiving the weekly Happenings, MidWeek Musings or the Newsletter, please  
contact Sherry by email: sherry@blacksburgpres.org or 540-552-2504.  
 

There are dates still available for you to sponsor Celebration Flowers in the sanctuary!  
The following dates are available: July 17, 31; Aug. 7; Sept. 4, 11; Oct. 9, 23; or Nov. 13.  
Please contact Sherry at sherry@blacksburgpres.org if you would like to sponsor one of these dates. 
 
 

The B & B group (Bible and Breakfast) 
The Tuesday morning Bible Study Group is going to have summer school / breakfast 
meetings at Panera Bread, 715 University City Blvd, at the usual time of 7:30 a.m. We 
will be drinking coffee, eating breakfast, sharing life stories, and discussing our thoughts 

on the Bible texts as listed in the lectionary. Please come and join in the laughter and seriousness that is 
part of our time together. New comers are welcome, just to try us out. For more information contact  
Scott or Melanie Smith at Scott- 808-3779/ scottsmith4u@gmail..com; Melanie- 808-8337/ or  
melscofam@gmail.com. 

SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Mike Giles      Next Week (June 19th): Jim Echols 
Elder of the Week:   Today: Wilmoth O’Dell Mon-Sunday: Julie Burger 
Ushers:   Jim Echols, Courtney Bosworth, Mike and Patti Giles  
Counters:  Rosalyn Lester and John Dillard 
Coffee Hosts: Melanie and Scott Smith  Next Week:  Melanie and Scott Smith 

 

THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
  June 12 Summer Choir meets at 9:45 a.m. in Choir Room 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m.  – Pentecost Offering Today 
    Faith on Tap childcare deadline today! Talk to Kendra if childcare is needed. 
    Bread for the World Offering of Letters 
  June 13 Staff meets at 9:30 p.m. – HCR 
    Faith Circle meets at 7:30 p.m. at Susan Bailey’s home-908 Mason Dr., 552-7380 
  June 14 Bible & Breakfast at 7:30 a.m. at Panera Bread, 715 University City Blvd.-  
     All are welcome!  
    Quilters gather at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room –All are welcome! 
  June 16 Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. – Hatcher Conference Room  
  June 18 Celebrate Juneteenth 2016 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.-Rosa Peters Playground,   
     300 Depot Street, Christiansburg 
  June 19 Summer Choir meets at 9:45 a.m. in Choir Room 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a. m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m.  
    Session meets at 7:00 p.m. - HCR 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT BPC 
     

 June 21 Elder Training – 6:00-8:00 p.m. - WM 
 June 24 Faith on Tap – 6:00-8:00 p.m. at Frank’s Cinebowl-     
     childcare reservation deadline- June 12th! 
 June 26 Art Forum with Robert McDuffie following worship 
 June 27 KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. - WM 

 

 
 
 
Sing a New Song: Our Summer Choir is open to all, young and old, who enjoy singing. Each Sunday 
from May 31 through August 9, we will meet in the upstairs rehearsal room at 9:45 to practice a song 
and offer it as the anthem during worship. No special talent needed, and no commitment is necessary! 
A weekly email will be sent to all potential singers, with information about the upcoming Sunday and 
a reminder of practice time and place. To be added to the email list, write your name and email address 
below and place it in the offering plate.  
 
Name: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Email address: ______________________________________________ 
 

Summer 



   
 
                        
 
 

Please sign up today for your opportunity to have your families pictures taken  
for a new BPC Directory! 

 

CP Photography is scheduled to be at BPC on Friday, July 15 from 1:00-7:00 p.m., Saturday, July 
16 from 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m., and Tuesday, August 2 from 1:00-7:00 p.m.  

Sign-up sheets are available in the Gathering Space 
or you can go online and sign-up at www.blacksburgpres.org! 

  

Make up days will be available, but off-site. We’re hoping we can get everyone scheduled while 
they are at BPC. Stayed tuned for more information as the dates get closer.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ACTION AGAINST HUNGER: OUR ANNUAL OFFERING OF LETTERS 
TODAY AFTER WORSHIP 

 
You have an opportunity to write letters to help to end hunger!  Bread for the World is a Christian 
voice supported by many denominations and congregations.  It does not support any party or candi-
date.  Each year Bread for the World chooses specific legislation that can make a real difference to 
people struggling with hunger and poverty.  This year the focus is on women and children because 
these groups are the most vulnerable to hunger and malnutrition.  Good nutrition for children early 
in life, beginning before birth, benefits them throughout their entire lives.  They grow better physi-
cally and cognitively, are healthier, and can earn higher incomes as adults.  You have several options 
for contacting your Representative and Senators: 

 Send an e-mail anytime.  Go to www.bread.org and choose Get Involved and then Take Action.   

 There is a sample letter that you can personalize. 

 Sign the three postcards that will be in the bulletin next Sunday and put them in the offering 
 plate. 

 Write a letter in Hatcher Conference Room next Sunday or in advance.  Supplies and  
  information will be available. 
Thank you for writing on behalf of hungry people! 
 
 “I have the audacity to believe that people everywhere can have three meals a day for their bodies, 
education and culture for their minds and dignity, equality and freedom for their spirits.” Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. 

 
“Do you love me?”... “Feed my lambs.” Members of this congregation express their faith in their 
work against hunger: giving direct relief and also addressing the root causes that lock people in pov-
erty. Bread for the World researches issues and attempted and proposed solutions very carefully 
and secures bipartisan sponsorship for achievable cost-effective legislation. The emphasis this year 
is on reducing malnutrition in mothers and young children, since “high rates of malnutrition under-
lie more than 45% of all deaths in children younger than 5 years and are a significant factor in ma-
ternal mortality.” (The Lancet, April, 2014) 
  
You are invited to participate in an Offering of Letters today, June 12, to encourage our legislators 
to pass legislation designed to help alleviate this malnutrition. There will be postcards in the bulle-
tins for your signature and address. Background information and letter-writing supplies will also be 
available in Hatcher Conference Room after worship. 
  
 For more information or to write your letters in advance or online, see the website 
www.bread.org/ol (scroll down and click on “Take Action). 

IT’S TIME AGAIN FOR 
NEW PICTURE DIRECTORIES 


