
Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SEASON OF CREATION- ANIMALS 
 

JUNE 5, 2016 
 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“Some people talk to animals. Not many listen though. That’s the problem.”  

               -- AA. Milne, Winnie-the-Pooh 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Catherine Taylor         
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 

 
PRELUDE One Bread, One Body arr.  J.S. Anthony 
 Blue Ridge Clarinet Collective 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP    Sarah Windes 
 Every animal in the sky, the sea and the forest: 
  Praise the Lord! 
 All sea horses, guppies and swimming creatures: 
  Praise the Lord! 
 All thrushes, robins and singing birds: 
  Praise the Lord! 
 All foxes, koalas and buffalo: 
  Praise the Lord! 
 All lizards, skinks, and crawling creatures: 
  Praise the Lord! 
 Praise the Lord, all that breathes life! 
  Praise the Lord! 
  

 HYMN No. 15 v.v. 1-4             All Creatures of Our God and King  LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH     
 Creator God, we celebrate with all living creatures today. Help us to see your 
 presence, not only in human history but also in the stories of our kin in creation. 
 Teach us to hear the good news of your loving care ringing through the kingdoms of 
 the wild, as we behold the mysteries of your Wisdom implanted in all creatures. In 
 the name of Christ who fills heaven and Earth. Amen. 
 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Shepherd of all that lives, your loving care is boundless; your mercies sustain all 
creatures. The whales that play in the ocean sing your praise. The gentle dove is 
your messenger, and the animals that share our homes are your ministers. We ask 
forgiveness for the ways we have failed to honor and protect the animals who 
share this garden planet. Forgive us for we ask in Jesus’ name.   . . .  (A time of  
silent confession follows.)  In your mercy, Lord, hear our prayers.  Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

 

GRATEFUL RESPONSE  HANOVER 

  Your creatures all look to you for their food. 
   Your hand opens wide, they gather the good. 
    I promise to worship the Lord all my days. 
   Yes, while I have being my God I will praise. 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 
 

 

HEARING THE WORD 
 

SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       
 (Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 

kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS Psalm 104:1, 10-23   
  Revelation 5:11-13 
 
   Job 39:1-30 
SERMON   “Was It You?”             Dr. Catherine Taylor 

 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

HYMN No. 22 God of the Sparrow ROEDER 

 
MINUTE FOR MISSION   Darrell Bosch 
 
 



 
OFFERTORY St. Paul’s Suite: Jig GUSTAV HOLST 
  

DOXOLOGY No. 15 v. 6  LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 O sisters, brothers, take your part,  
  and worship God with humble heart.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 All creatures, bless the Father, Son,   
 and Holy Spirit, Three in One!  Sing praises! Alleluia! 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
   

PRAYER OF DEDICATION    
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
All are welcome at Christ’s table.  Use the center aisle to reach a station, take a piece of bread and 
dip it in the cup. Return to your seat by the side aisle.  Gluten, dairy and egg-free bread and indi-
vidual cups are available at the center station in front.  If you need to remain seated, the elements 
will be brought to you.   
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE           One Bread, One Body (See insert.) 
May Creation’s Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
  Here at this table, draw closer to God. 
 We come offering our hearts. 
  Join the chorus of the universes in praise! 
 Our voices unite with all creation in songs of joy. 
 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

      SHARING BREAD AND CUP 
 MUSIC DURING COMMUNION Largo GEORGE FRIDERIC HANDEL 

  Nimrod SIR EDWARD ELGAR 

 PRAYER AFTER SUPPER    
  

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 17 Sing Praise to God, You Heavens! WIE LIEBLICH IST DER MAIEN  
 

 BENEDICTION 
 

 POSTLUDE St. Paul’s Suite: Finale  HOLST 

 
 *please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 

 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

540-552-2504  Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org  www.blacksburgpres.org 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 

 
     Our Mission 

     To proclaim God’s Word in our contemporary world 
      To grow with commitment, faith, and understanding 

      To welcome all to our community and fellowship 
      To extend comfort and grace to those in need 

       To work actively for justice and peace in the world 
      To actively nurture our relationship with all of creation 

        To be generous, responsible stewards of God’s gifts 



The B & B group (Bible and Breakfast) 
The Tuesday morning Bible Study Group is going to have summer school / breakfast  
meetings at Panera Bread, 715 University City Blvd, at the usual time of 7:30 a.m.  
We will be drinking coffee, eating breakfast, sharing life stories, and discussing our thoughts on the   
Bible texts as listed in the lectionary. Please come and join in the laughter and seriousness that is part  
of our time together. New comers are welcome, just to try us out. For more information contact Scott or 
Melanie Smith at Scott- 808-3779/ scottsmith4u@gmail..com; Melanie- 808-8337/ or  
melscofam@gmail.com. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
June 5, 2016 

 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be 
moved toward deeper faith, sincere love and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what 
you are seeking, you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all 
that happens in life and ministry in this church.  Speak to the pastor for more information and be sure 
to sign the Friendship Register, which is found in the pew.   
 

HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use 
them for the worship service. 
 

SEASON OF CREATION PLEDGES- During the Season of Creation in worship at BPC, we invite 
you to make a pledge or promise to take an action to care for creation. We encourage you to choose 
something that you are not already doing, to choose a thing that you are called to do as your or your 
household’s next step.  Ideas are available in the Gathering Space, but you are welcome to select some-
thing else, unique to you.  Place your pledge on the earth at the front of the sanctuary during the offering 
time on June 5, today.  
 

Summer Art Exhibit will feature nature photography by Robert McDuffie.  
 

BPC’s June 12th Pentecost Offering unites young people in Christ.  Your offering goes to support: 25% 
Global Reach- YAV- Young Adult Volunteer. Your support makes it possible for volunteers to dedicate a 
full year of service for an experience that inspires for a lifetime; 40% Locally-Minded which stays with 
our congregation to help support youth in our community- This year will go to NRV CARES (Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates). Volunteer advocates provide a voice for abused and neglected children in the 
court system; 25% Sustained Impact- Ministries with Youth. This ministry acknowledges and celebrates 
youth as the keepers of God’s world, with events like the Presbyterian Youth Triennium; and 10% Minis-
tries for Children at Risk around the world. Your gift to the Pentecost Offering on June 12, 2016 does 
good, near and far. Envelopes are in the pews or please make your check out to “BPC” with “Pentecost   
Offering” in the memo line.  
 

If you aren’t receiving the weekly Happenings, MidWeek Musings or the Newsletter, please  
contact Sherry by email: sherry@blacksburgpres.org or 540-552-2504.  
 

There are dates still available for you to sponsor Celebration Flowers in the sanctuary!  
The following dates are available: June 5; July 17, 31; Aug. 7; Sept. 4, 11; Oct. 9, 23; or Nov. 13.  
Please contact Sherry at sherry@blacksburgpres.org if you would like to sponsor one of these dates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

You have an opportunity to write letters to help to end hunger on June 12!  Bread for the World is a 
Christian voice supported by many denominations and congregations.  It does not support any party or 
candidate.  Each year Bread for the World chooses specific legislation that can make a real difference to 
people struggling with hunger and poverty.  This year the focus is on women and children because these 
groups are the most vulnerable to hunger and malnutrition.  Good nutrition for children early in life, be-
ginning before birth, benefits them throughout their entire lives.  They grow better physically and cogni-
tively, are healthier, and can earn higher incomes as adults.  You have several options for contacting 
your Representative and Senators: 

 Send an e-mail anytime.  Go to www.bread.org and choose Get Involved and then Take Action.  
There is a sample letter that you can personalize. 

 Sign the three postcards that will be in the bulletin next Sunday and put them in the offering 
plate. 

 Write a letter in Hatcher Conference Room next Sunday or in advance.  Supplies and infor-
mation will be available. 

Thank you for writing on behalf of hungry people! 
 “I have the audacity to believe that people everywhere can have three meals a day for their bodies, edu-
cation and culture for their minds and dignity, equality and freedom for their spirits.” Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 
 

 
 
 

Sing a New Song: Our Summer Choir is open to all, young and old, who enjoy singing. Each Sunday 
from May 31 through August 9, except June 5, we will meet in the upstairs rehearsal room at 9:45 to 
practice a song and offer it as the anthem during worship. No special talent needed, and no commit-
ment is necessary! A weekly email will be sent to all potential singers, with information about the 
upcoming Sunday and a reminder of practice time and place. To be added to the email list, write your 
name and email address below and place it in the offering plate.  
 
Name: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Email address: ______________________________________________ 
 

Season of Creation in worship May 22, May 29, June 5 
A Season of Creation is an opportunity for congregations to take time in the church year to focus 
their celebration on God the creator, Christ the redeemer of creation, and the Spirit who sustains 
creation; to worship God along with all creation (as the Psalms enjoin), and to express gratitude, 
love, and a commitment to be partners with Christ in the healing of creation. 
The Season of Creation follows a sort of lectionary, with a three-year cycle of themes. This is 
the second year for us, and this year our themes at BPC are: 
 May 22 – Rainbow Covenant Sunday  
    (with an emphasis on the covenant with Noah symbolized by the rainbow) 
 May 29- Forest Sunday 
 June 5 – Animal Sunday 
The liturgy, music and sermon will be focused on these themes each week, and we will also all 
have an opportunity to make an individual or household pledge to care for the earth. 
 

Summer 



 
 

NEW PICTURE DIRECTORY! 
Save the Dates To Have Your Pictures Taken: 

July 15- 1:00-7:00 p.m.,  
July 16 – 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.,  

August 2 – 1:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

 
Featured Endangered Animals: 

 
Top left: Hawskbill turtle: Found throughout the earth’s tropical oceans, the hawksbill turtle is the only liv-
ing species of a group of reptiles dating back more than 100 million years. They are vital to the health of the 
coral reefs and sea grass beds they frequent. Critically endangered, their colorful shells make them a prime 
target for illegal wildlife trade. Habitat loss is also a major threat. 
 
Top right: Sumatran tiger: The last of Indonesia’s tigers, the small Sumatran tiger has survived for a mil-
lion years, but deforestation and poaching have landed it on the critically endangered list, meaning it could 
soon end up like its extinct Javan and Balinese relatives. Fewer than 400 now exist. 
 
Middle Right: Gray wolf: By 1960, only about 300 of the 2 million gray wolves that once roamed the 
United States had survived the hunting, poisoning, and habitat destruction of European settlers and their de-
scendants. Now, because of conservation efforts such as at Yellowstone National Park, there are more than 
5,000 wolves in the lower 48 states. 
 
Bottom right: Goura Victoria: Native to New Guinea, the Victoria crowned pigeon, or Goura Victoria, is 
known for its blue crest, deep whooping sound, and red iris. Near threatened, fewer than 7,000 mature indi-
viduals live today due to hunting and logging. 
 
Bottom left: Poison dart frog: With more than 100 species living in the Amazon and other rain forests, the 
poison dart frog uses its bright colors to warn predators of the poison secreted by its skin. Its main threats 
are habitat loss and climate change.  
 
Middle left: Sumatran orangutan: Known in Malay as the “person of the forest,” the Sumatran orangutan 
of Indonesia lives almost exclusively in the trees, virtually never touching the ground. Among the most in-
telligent of primates, they use sophisticated tools and build complex sleeping nests. Threatened by logging, 
commercial agriculture, and hunting, this orangutan is now considered critically endangered, with just a lit-
tle over 7,000 remaining today.   
 
Center: California condor: Still endangered, the California condor is nevertheless a story of how humans 
can turn the tide of extinction. By 1985, fewer than 25 of these birds remained. Virtually extinct in the wild, 
condors became the focus of breeding and conservation efforts. Now, there are more than 400 of these birds 
whose wing span is 10 feet. More than 200 live in the wild.  
 
(Photos and information on these animals is from the July/August 2015 Presbyterians Today.) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



o Start composting kitchen scraps and yard waste. 

o Have an energy audit conducted on your home, or do your own energy assessment, and then 
follow some of the suggestions. 

o Protest against mountain‐top‐removal mining. 

o Donate to or participate in a partnership that helps give people access to fresh water or that 
teaches people how to build efficient, clean‐burning stoves. 

o Encourage businesses and restaurants to lessen their energy use and to recycle.  Ask if your 
fast‐food place can have a bin for recycled bottles and plastics. 

o Make or buy a rain barrel or two. 

o Support public policies that promote development of cleaner energy. 

o Keep your cat inside or put a bell on it so it can’t kill songbirds. 

o Buy and use used stuff ‐ things like books, magazines, clothing, etc. 

o Rent or borrow items you don’t use often. 

o Change all your light bulbs to CFLs or LEDs. 

o Challenge public policies that perpetuate unsustainable farming practices. 

o Read a book or subscribe to a publication that educates about long‐term sustainability. 

o Spend less time on your electronics and more time reading, walking, making music, telling stories. 

o Put your land under a conservation easement. 

o Join an environmental organization or become a Master Naturalist. 

o Join BPC’s Creation Care Team. 

o Put in a sky light, so you can turn your lights off. 

o Investigate ways to save energy in your house, and pick 5 or 10 new ones to instigate. 

o Investigate ways to save water in your house, and pick 5 or 10 new ones to instigate. 

o Buy only recycled paper, and use both sides. Print new sheets on the backs of recycled old sheets. 

o Try to persuade the place where you work to recycle, conserve energy, water, etc. 

o Maintain your car to make it more efficient:  brakes, engine, tires, AC, and drive more gently to 
save fuel, as well as wear‐and‐tear (on you and the car!) 

o Pack your lunches in reusable bags and containers.  Aim for a “no‐trash” lunch. 

o Eat lower on the food chain. 

o Buy food when it is in season.  Buy food that has travelled less than 200 miles.  Shop the Farmer’s 
Market even if it costs more or requires an extra trip. 

o Use cloth napkins and towels rather than paper ones. 

o Teach children about living simply, reducing waste, and loving nature. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Season of Creation 
IDEAS FOR “NEXT STEP” PLEDGES 

 
o Carry your own bags into EVERY store, not just the grocery.  Stop using or accepting plastic bags. 

Hang a reminder on your rear view mirror. 

o For your yard, choose native plants, or cultivars of native plants, that benefit the local ecosystem. 

o Install a system for solar power at your house, or a solar water heater. 

o With each purchase, try to buy lower down the energy chain: Pre‐cycle – Before you buy, ask, “Is 
it reusable, is it durable, is it repairable, is it made of recycled materials?”  Avoid disposables. 

o Air/sun dry your laundry rather than use a dryer. 

o Support an organization that encourages expansion of passenger train or bus service. 

o Set your thermostat 1‐3 degrees lower in the winter, especially at night; wear a sweater. 

o Set your thermostat 1‐3 degrees higher in the summer, or turn off your AC and turn on a fan and 
open the windows. 

o Vow to spend 15 minutes or more outside every day. 

o Carpool regularly, or take the bus, or bicycle or walk rather than take a car. 

o Exchange your gas‐powered mower for an electric one, or for a hand‐powered one. 

o Monitor your trashcan for recyclables.  Put more in your recycle bin than in your trash. 

o Learn how to recycle items that don’t qualify for Single Stream – pick up in the narthex an 
updated guide for our county. 

o Send a sizable donation to a project that conserves energy or protects the environment. 

o Shorten your shower time to 5 minutes. 

o Start a vegetable garden and/or an herb garden and/or an orchard.  Plant trees. 

o Convert your landscape to organic – use only organic fertilizers, and cut back on or stop using chem-
ical pesticides and chemical herbicides.  Accept the weeds – they mow just as well as grass. 

o Buy a vehicle with high MPG or a hybrid car or an electric car. 

o Join an organization that supports conversion from highways to rail or intermodal transport.  

o  Don’t throw anything away that someone else might use – take it to a thrift shop or Goodwill.  

o  Participate in a river clean‐up project or a trash pick‐up project. 

o Buy a good water bottle, and stop drinking bottled water. 

o Put your investments into companies that conserve energy or protect the environment. 

o Take your own non‐disposable dishes to group dinners or potlucks, then take them home to 
wash them with your other dishes. 

o Learn to identify flowers, or birds, or trees, or insects, or rocks, or spiders, or fish, or??? 
 


