
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 

Our Mission 
To proclaim God’s Word in our contemporary world 
To grow with commitment, faith, and understanding 

To welcome all to our community and fellowship 
To extend comfort and grace to those in need 

To work actively for justice and peace in the world 
To actively nurture our relationship with all of creation 

To be generous, responsible stewards of God’s gifts. 
 

 
 
 
 

TRINITY SUNDAY 
SEASON OF CREATION: RAINBOW COVENANT 

MAY 22, 2016 
 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“While I know myself as a creation of God, I am also obligated to realize and remember that 
everyone else and everything else are also God’s creation.”         - Maya Angelou 
 

 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Catherine Taylor         
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 

 

PRELUDE This Is My Father’s World  TERRA BEATA 
 Judy McCord, handbells    

 
 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP    Nancy Furr  
 Holy Creator, your presence pulses across light years of time. 
  You move in the rhythms of time and space,  
  and grace the Earth with glories beyond measure. 
 With all of life we celebrate your works, O God, 
  The turtle, the toad and the elephant, the earthworm, 
  the ant and the dragonfly, declare your mysteries.   
 We ponder your works with gratitude and wonder 
 giving thanks for every living thing in the web of creation. 
 

 HYMN No. 25            O Lord, Our God, How Excellent WINCHESTER OLD 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH     
This world is not the accomplishment of a moment of our time, Lord. Rugged cliffs 
thrust from the depths of the sea, filled with the evidence of the past, were not cre-
ated in the blinking of an eye. The diamond’s hardness did not come suddenly. Yours 
is the work of an infinite patience, the creation of something of which you could be 
pleased. And now Lord, this infinite patience, this creative love is directed towards 
us. May we rest in wonder at your love for us, and our responsibility to be stewards 
of all your gifts. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION   
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Creator God, we confess that we have failed to heed your word. You placed us in a 
Paradise, and we wanted our own fruit. You reach out to us, yet we remain unre-
sponsive and aloof. You give us dominion over your works, yet we waste and abuse 
your creation. Forgive us, God of grace. Open our eyes to see your handiwork. Open 
our ears to receive your truth. Open our hearts and hands to serve you; through    
Jesus Christ our Lord.  ...  (A time of silent confession follows.)  In your mercy, Lord, 
hear our prayers.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERFUL RESPONSE  
  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

 Hear the good news! God’s covenant mercy is poured out like a might river; 
  The wilderness and the dry land will be glad, the desert will rejoice and blossom; 
  For waters will break forth in the wilderness, and the rainbow will shimmer in the sky. 
 Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: 
  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

  

GRATEFUL RESPONSE No. 637 vv. 1, 2   O Sing to the Lord CANTAI AO SENHOR 

   
  

 



PASSING OF THE PEACE     
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 

SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       
(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 

kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS Psalm 8   
  Philippians 2:4-11 
 

ANTHEM For the Beauty of the Earth arr. JOHN RUTTER 
 Adult Choir 
 See text Hymn No. 14 
 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Genesis 9:8-17  
 

SERMON   “Hang Up Your Bow”             Dr. Taylor 
 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

Leader: Let us affirm our faith together. 
 
Women: We believe that God creates all things, renews all things and celebrates  
  all things. 

 

Men: We believe Earth is a sanctuary, a sacred planet filled with God’s presence, 
a home for us to share with our kin. 

 

Women: We believe that God became flesh and blood, became a piece of Earth,  
a human being called Jesus Christ, who lived and breathed and spoke among

 us, suffered and died on a cross, for all human beings and for all creation. 
 

Men: We believe that the risen Jesus is the Christ at the core of creation 
reconciling all things to God, renewing all creation and filling the cosmos. 

 

Women: We believe the Spirit renews life in creation, groans in empathy with a 
   suffering creation, and waits with us for the rebirth of creation. 

 

ALL: We believe that with Christ we will rise and with Christ we will celebrate  
  a new creation. 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
HYMN No. 713  Touch the Earth Lightly TENDERNESS 

  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES   
 

OFFERTORY Soli Deo Gloria MARTY HAUGEN 
 Adult Choir 
 

O God of blessings, all praise to you! 
Your love surrounds us our whole life through. 
You are the freedom of those oppressed; 
you are the comfort of all distressed. 
Come now, O holy and welcome guest: 
Soli Deo gloria! Soli Deo gloria! 
 

All praise for music, deep gift profound, 
through hands and voices in holy sound; 
the psalms of David, and Mary’s praise, 
in wordless splendor and lyric phrase, 
with all creation one song we raise: 
Soli Deo gloria! Soli Deo gloria! 

All praise for Jesus, best gift divine 
through word and witness, in bread and wine; 
incarnate love song of boundless grace, 
priest, teacher, prophet in time and space, 
your steadfast kindness with human face: 
Soli Deo gloria! Soli Deo gloria! 
 

A billion voices in one great song, 
now soft and gentle, now deep and strong, 
in ev’ry culture and style and key, 
from hill and valley, with sky and sea, 
with Christ we praise you eternally: 
Soli Deo gloria! Soli Deo gloria! 

 

DOXOLOGY  CANTAI AO SENHOR 
 O sing to our God, sing praise to the Father. 
 O sing to the Son, to Jesus our Brother. 
 O sing to the Wind of love for each other. 
 O sing to our God! O sing to our God! 
   Text by Catherine Taylor  

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 370 This Is My Father’s World TERRA BEATA 
 

 BENEDICTION 
 

   POSTLUDE This Is My Father’s World TERRA BEATA 

  

  
 *please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
 

 
Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 

701 Church Street SE 
Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

540-552-2504     Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
May 22, 2016 

 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be 
moved toward deeper faith, sincere love and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what 
you are seeking, you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all 
that happens in life and ministry in this church.  Speak to the pastor for more information and be sure 
to sign the Friendship Register, which is found in the pew.   
 

HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use 
them for the worship service. 
 

THE CELEBRATION FLOWERS TODAY are given by John and Susan Hunter in honor of Blacksburg 
High School Graduates Ian Davis, Maddie Dickinson, Shannon Hunter, Eden-Elizabeth Phillips, and        
Sophia Thompson 
 
SPRING ART EXHIBIT FEATURING Phyllis Northup.  ART INSPIRED BY NATURE, is gracing 
the walls of Westminster Hall. Phyllis Northup’s landscape paintings are being through the end of May. 
If you wish to purchase one of her prints or paintings, please contact Martha Dillard. Also, she has wild-
flower cards for sale in the church office.  
 

If you aren’t receiving the weekly Happenings, MidWeek Musings or the Newsletter, please contact 
Sherry by email: sherry@blacksburgpres.org or 540-552-2504, so we can make sure that you’re on the 
ListServe! 
 

There are dates still available for you to sponsor Celebration Flowers in the sanctuary! 
The following dates are available: June 5; July 17, 31; Aug. 7; Sept. 4, 11; Oct. 9, 23; or Nov. 13. Please 
contact Sherry at sherry@blacksburgpres.org if you would like to sponsor one of these dates. 
 

ACTION AGAINST HUNGER: Our Annual Offering of Letters on June 12 
“Do you love me?”... “Feed my lambs.” Members of this congregation express their faith in their work 
against hunger: giving direct relief and also addressing the root causes that lock people in poverty. Bread 
for the World researches issues and attempted and proposed solutions very carefully and secures biparti-
san sponsorship for achievable cost-effective legislation. The emphasis this year is on reducing malnutri-
tion in mothers and young children, since “high rates of malnutrition underlie more than 45% of all 
deaths in children younger than 5 years and are a significant factor in maternal mortality.” (The Lancet, 
April, 2014) You are invited to participate in an Offering of Letters on June 12 to encourage our legis-
lators to pass legislation designed to help alleviate this malnutrition. There will be postcards in the bulle-
tins for your signature and address. Background information and letter-writing supplies will also be avail-
able in Hatcher Conference Room after worship. For more information or to write your letters in advance 
or online, see the website www.bread.org/ol (scroll down and click on “Take Action). 
 

Adult VBS Class “Breathing with God’s Breath”.  Do you know how to depend on God? Would you 
like to take some concrete steps toward relying on faith? Join Catherine for the adult Vacation Bible 
School Class “Breathing with God’s Breath”, based on Joan Gray’s Sailboat Church. The Session has 
read it. An Adult Sunday School class has studied it. Here is your chance to see what it’s about and how 
you can let God into your life in ways that will bring you refreshment and joy. The class is from 6:30-
7:45 p.m., June 5-8. Those who want dinner can come for fellowship at 5:30 p.m. Donations to help 
cover dinner will be appreciated.  

From September 2015 through May 2016, the Lydia and Hildegard women’s circles have partici-
pated in Bible studies following the PW study guide “Come to the Water.” The study focused on 
scripture texts which tell the story of the faith through water stories from Genesis to Revelation. They 
examined such themes as: thirst and longing, baptism, creation, and modern realities of justice related to 
access to water and conservation of water as a precious resource. In the latter vein and as an action to 
honor the study, they have decided to collect funds for a donation to a organization called Living Wa-
ters for the World, a ministry of the Synod of Living Waters (PCUSA), whose mission is to provide 
sustainable clean water, fostering long-term, mutually beneficial relationships between volunteers and 
communities in need all around the world, with a particular focus on Latin America. Clean Water U, 
LWW's simulation school, trains volunteers to lead teams to build relationships with in-country partners, 
help their partners install and sustain the water system, and teach health, hygiene and spiritual education 
to their communities. If you would like to help with this project, you are welcome to make a donation to 
LWW through a check to BPCPW. 

 
SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Eric Mesmer     
Elder of the Week:   Today: Susan Bailey  Mon-Sunday: Jack Call 
Counters:  Mike McGilliard and Greg Campbell 
Coffee Hosts: Lois Price  Next Week:  Host needed! 
  Please contact Anne Campbell at judloy@gmail.com. 

 

THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
  May 22 Last Day of Sunday school at 9:10 a.m.   
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. –Season of Creation- Rainbows 
    All Church Potluck Luncheon following worship- Please join us! 
    Session meets at 7:00 p.m. -HCR 
  May 23 Staff meets at 1:30 p.m. – HCR 
    KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. – WM 
  May 24 Tuesday Morning Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR - Last Class for summer! 
    Quilters gather at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room –All are welcome! 
  May 25 Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. – Hatcher Conference Room  
    Elder Training 6:00-8:00p.m.m- WM   
  May 29 Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. – Season of Creation- Forests 
UPCOMING EVENTS AT BPC 
  May 30 Memorial Day- Church Office Closed 
  June 1 Elder Training- 6:00-8:00 p.m. –WM 
  June 5 Worship- Season of Creation - Animals 
    Fair Trade Coffee available today 
  June 5-8 Vacation Bible School – Register Now! 
  June 12 Pentecost Offering 
    Bread for the World Offering of Letters 
  June 19 Session meets at 7:00 p.m. New Elders will be examined    
  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Child’s Age ____________________________________ Rising Grade______________________ 
 
Address            

Phone       Cell      

Email address            

Emergency Contact Name          

Phone             

Any Allergies or medical conditions?        

             

Volunteers: Crafts   Games    Shepherd 

Dinner:  Cook/Clean Up    Bible Skits:  Actors   Props/Costumes       

                Decorating   Helper  

For more information, contact Susan Hunter, 552-2504 or susanbhunter@yahoo.com.     
 
 
 

 
 
     

   All are invited to join us for: 
Churchwide pot luck luncheon  

on May 22- TODAY!! 
We will gather immediately after worship.   
It will be at the church rain or shine.   

Plans will be to have it outside  
on the playground if weather permits. 
Bring a dish to share, outdoor chairs 

and blankets. 
 

Drinks will be provided. 

We hope to see you there! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Season of Creation in worship May 22, May 29, June 3 
A Season of Creation is an opportunity for congregation to take time in the church year to focus 
their celebration on God the creator, Christ as the redeemer of creation, and the Spirit as sus-
tainer of creation- to worship God along with all creation (as the Psalms en join), and to express 
gratitude, love, and a commitment to be partners with Christ in the healing of creation. 
The Season of Creation follows a sort of lectionary, with a three-year cycle of themes. This is 
the second year for us, and this year our themes at BPC are: 
 May 22 – Rainbow Covenant Sunday (with an emphasis on the covenant with Noah symbol-
ized     by the rainbow) 
 May 29- Forest Sunday 
 June 5 – Animal Sunday 
The liturgy, music and sermon will be focused on these themes each week, and we will also all 
have an opportunity to make an individual or household pledge to care for the earth. 
 
Trees/Large potted plants needed! On May 29, Forest Sunday, we would like to have several 
large plants in the sanctuary. If you have a small potted tree or other large potted plant, and have 
a way to get it to the sanctuary for May 29, please contact Sarah Windes at 951-8005. 

 
 



o Start composting kitchen scraps and yard waste. 

o Have an energy audit conducted on your home, or do your own energy assessment, and then 
follow some of the suggestions. 

o Protest against mountain‐top‐removal mining. 

o Donate to or participate in a partnership that helps give people access to fresh water or that 
teaches people how to build efficient, clean‐burning stoves. 

o Encourage businesses and restaurants to lessen their energy use and to recycle.  Ask if your 
fast‐food place can have a bin for recycled bottles and plastics. 

o Make or buy a rain barrel or two. 

o Support public policies that promote development of cleaner energy. 

o Keep your cat inside or put a bell on it so it can’t kill songbirds. 

o Buy and use used stuff ‐ things like books, magazines, clothing, etc. 

o Rent or borrow items you don’t use often. 

o Change all your light bulbs to CFLs or LEDs. 

o Challenge public policies that perpetuate unsustainable farming practices. 

o Read a book or subscribe to a publication that educates about long‐term sustainability. 

o Spend less time on your electronics and more time reading, walking, making music, telling stories. 

o Put your land under a conservation easement. 

o Join an environmental organization or become a Master Naturalist. 

o Join BPC’s Creation Care Team. 

o Put in a sky light, so you can turn your lights off. 

o Investigate ways to save energy in your house, and pick 5 or 10 new ones to instigate. 

o Investigate ways to save water in your house, and pick 5 or 10 new ones to instigate. 

o Buy only recycled paper, and use both sides. Print new sheets on the backs of recycled old sheets. 

o Try to persuade the place where you work to recycle, conserve energy, water, etc. 

o Maintain your car to make it more efficient:  brakes, engine, tires, AC, and drive more gently to 
save fuel, as well as wear‐and‐tear (on you and the car!) 

o Pack your lunches in reusable bags and containers.  Aim for a “no‐trash” lunch. 

o Eat lower on the food chain. 

o Buy food when it is in season.  Buy food that has travelled less than 200 miles.  Shop the Farmer’s 
Market even it costs more or requires an extra trip. 

o Use cloth napkins and towels rather than paper ones. 

o Teach children about living simply, reducing waste, and loving nature. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Season of Creation 
IDEAS FOR “NEXT STEP” PLEDGES 

 
o Carry your own bags into EVERY store, not just the grocery.  Stop using or accepting plastic bags. 

Hang a reminder on your rear view mirror. 

o For your yard, choose native plants, or cultivars of native plants, that benefit the local ecosystem. 

o Install a system for solar power at your house, or a solar water heater. 

o With each purchase, try to buy lower down the energy chain: Pre‐cycle – Before you buy, ask Is it 
reusable, is it durable, is it repairable, is it made of recycled materials?  Avoid disposables. 

o Air/sun dry your laundry rather than use a dryer. 

o Support an organization that encourages expansion of passenger train or bus service. 

o Set your thermostat 1‐3 degrees lower in the winter, especially at night; wear a sweater. 

o Set your thermostat 1‐3 degrees higher in the summer, or turn off your AC and turn on a fan and 
open the windows. 

o Vow to spend 15 minutes or more outside every day. 

o Carpool regularly, or take the bus, or bicycle or walk rather than take a car. 

o Exchange your gas‐powered mower for an electric one, or for a hand‐powered one. 

o Monitor your trashcan for recyclables.  Put more in your recycle bin than in your trash. 

o Learn how to recycle items that don’t qualify for Single Stream – pick up in the narthex an 
updated guide for our county. 

o Send a sizable donation to a project that conserves energy or protects the environment. 

o Shorten your shower time to 5 minutes. 

o Start a vegetable garden and/or an herb garden and/or an orchard.  Plant trees. 

o Convert your landscape to organic – use only organic fertilizers, and cut back on or stop using chem-
ical pesticides and chemical herbicides.  Accept the weeds – they mow just as well as grass. 

o Buy a low gas mileage car or a hybrid car or an electric car. 

o Join an organization that supports conversion from highways to rail or intermodal transport.  

o  Don’t throw anything away that someone else might use – take it to a thrift shop or Goodwill.  

o  Participate in a river clean‐up project or a trash pick‐up project. 

o Buy a good water bottle, and stop drinking bottled water. 

o Put your investments into companies that conserve energy or protect the environment. 

o Take your own non‐disposable dishes to group dinners or potlucks, then take them home to 
wash them with your other dishes. 

o Learn to identify flowers, or birds, or trees, or insects, or rocks, or spiders, or fish, or ??? 
 


