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The Spirit of God is doing such wonderful things at Blacksburg Pres! It’s May, a time of year that leads 
me to think of summer and also look back over the past 18 months and celebrate many accomplish-
ments. 
 
First, a recap: Two years ago the Session created a Staffing Task Force to study the best 
way to staff the church for the future. The Session had already done some strategic planning and 
identified three keys to the future vitality of BPC:  

•The need to markedly improve financial stewardship to bolster our mission;  
•To increase the number of people actively involved in small groups; and   
•Focus more on faith formation for younger families and their children.  

  
The Staffing Task Force recommended that Session hire Ministry Architects (MA) to do a ministry and 
staffing assessment. A two person MA team held ten listening groups, or one-on-one meetings, in 
August of 2014. They assessed our assets and challenges as a congregation. Then they gave us a 
host of recommendations. The final report was 48 pages long! If you want to read it, we can email it 
to you. Here’s a quick look at some of their suggestions: 

•The creation of a team charged with setting goals and a fresh vision for Children’s and      

  Youth ministry (we called it the Innovation Leadership Team.) 

•The need to adopt a comprehensive plan for screening, training and managing all volunteers  

   that regularly work with children or youth at BPC.  

 •Crafting a job description and conducting a national search for a new full-time position of  

    Director of Discipleship and Church Life to:   

ₒcoordinate communication efforts at BPC and expand the use of social media 

ₒplan church-wide, intergenerational activities 

ₒdirect the new member process 

ₒoffer support and training for volunteers and leaders, including job descriptions for every 
position 

•Creating a new job description for the Lead Pastor/Head of Staff to include the oversight and 
training of a BPC congregational/pastoral care team.  

•Laying the groundwork for a more holistic stewardship program.   

There are lots of things we continue to work toward—such as focusing an overall vision for the church 
(we have so many passions!) and equipping members to discern their own ministries—but I am happy 
to share that ALL of the above recommendations were adopted and brought to reality. I am especially 
joyful to have Kendra Crabtree with us on staff, and that our efforts to improve stewardship have been 
so fruitful.  

As May arrives and we take part in many end-of-the-year celebrations, please join me in thanking God 
for the good things BPC has accomplished and the good things that lie ahead.    

Grace upon grace,  



 PRAYER CONCERNS 
       We rejoice and give thanks to God for…  

… Community Ministries month. 
… teachers and students.  
… the ar�sts who share their gi�s by crea�ng avenues for us 
 to enter into the presence of God. 
 

Trusting in God’s presence, grace, healing, and care,   
   we also pray for many people… 
 

...for Mike and Judy Bircher on the death of their step grand
 daughter, Nicole Mi�endorf; 
...for Jama Hayes and her family following the death of her 
 mother; 
...for Edith Stockton’s great granddaughter, Ava Neff who was 
 born prematurely and underwent surgery , please hold 
 her parents in your prayers, Lydia Ruth and Luke Neff 
 and grandparents Harley and Sandra (Stockton) Easter; 
...for Arlice Banks and her family following the death of her 
mother; 
...for Peggy Kincaid’s brother, Jim, who had a heart transplant; 
...for Sarah Rogers diagnosed with stage lV neuroendocrine 
 cancer;  
...for the newly elected Elder Class 2019: Jama Hayes,  
 Peggy Kincaid, Fred Piercy, Brian Smith, and  
 Andrew Warren; 
...for Fred Genter whose sister Nancy, (and Peggy Cain’s  
 daughter,) has died losing a sister and mother; 
...for Edith Stockton who has constant back pain; 

...for Anne Grover who is at Heritage Hall; 

...for B’easy Thompson and her family following the death of 
 her father;  
...for Donna Stalcup  who is experiencing balance problems; 
...for David Doherty as he gets stronger;  
...for Brenda Long’s brother, Gary Dingus, as he con�nues    
 treatments for eye cancer; 
...for Beulah Kline who is at home with hospice care; 
...for Charles Amos who is on oxygen; 
...for Joann Boles whose brother, Don Ferguson, passed away; 
...for Mark Rakes. 

Newsletter deadlines! 
We look forward to your items  for the  

newsle�er. Please have all items  
submi�ed to Sherry by May 23,  2016 
 Items may be submi�ed by email to: 

sherry@blacksburgpres.org 
 

Newsle�er Schedule:  
June 1, 2016 (deadline May 23, 2016) 
July 1, 2016 (deadline June 20, 2016) 

 

Don’t forget our newsle�er is available on  
our website! Check it out! www.blacksburgpres.org 

GRATITUDE AND CELEBRATION CORNER 

Thanks to Jack Call, Mike McGilliard, and Forrest 
Thye for delivering books from Radford University 
to the Architecture Annex at Virginia Tech. 
 
The books are bound for Muzuzu University Li-
brary in Malawi.  Thanks too to Bob Hendricks and 
Jim Echols (and some engineering students) for 
dona�ng books from Bob's office and ge�ng them 
to the Arch. Annex as well.   BPC members come 
through once again.  Thank You!  

The Rogers Family 
 

Many of you know Bob, Cosby, and Sarah Rogers from 

their many years at BPC (1971-2000).  A�er several 

months of severe back pain, Sarah (married with three 

girls, ages 8, 5, and 11 months) was recently diagnosed 

with a rare stage IV neuroendocrine cancer with spread 

to the lymph nodes in her abdomen and back. Sarah be-

gan chemotherapy this week. She lives in North Carolina 

and is seeking treatment in Boston. Sarah was bap�zed 

and confirmed at BPC and was ac�ve in the youth group 

with trips to Good News Partners in Chicago. Bob is an 

architect, and drew the picture of our church that is s�ll 

on our bulle�ns. Cosby was a professor in Child Develop-

ment at VT.  

 

Sarah has a blog, h�p://saraholsonrogers.blogspot.com/, 

to keep us updated on her cancer journey, which also 

lists ways to help. An online fundraiser has been started 

to help Sarah and her family: gofundme.com/

NeuroNuisance.   

Please save the dates for your opportunity  to have 
your families pictures taken for a new BPC Directory! 
CP Photography is scheduled to be at BPC on Friday, 
July 15  from 1:00-7:00 p.m., Saturday, July 16 from 
10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m., and Tuesday, August 2 from 
1:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
Make up days will be available, but off site. We’re hop-
ing we can get everyone scheduled while they are at 
BPC. Stayed tuned for more informa�on as the dates 
get closer.  

IT’S TIME AGAIN FOR 
NEW PICTURE DIRECTORIES 



                                              CEDEPCA NEWS 

MALAWI NEWS 

“Malawi is facing the worst food insecurity in over a decade as a result of late and patchy rains in this wet sea-
son, limited affordability of fer�lizer and seed, and high prices of basic commodi�es such as salt, sugar and oil, 
and limited maize availability, with high prices across the area, as well as the a�ermath of last year’s flooding.    
Many people are surviving on pumpkin leaves and maize husk ground into flour.   
 
Mulanje Mission Hospital Primary Health Care Department  (through the Food 
Security Program) provides sustainable farming ac�vi�es for small scale farmers. 
The main aim of MMH food security work is to reduce malnutri�on in the catch-
ment area by focusing on sustainable food produc�on at community level. Our 
priority groups are guardians of children admi�ed to the nutri�on rehabilita�on 
unit, orphans and other vulnerable children, and people living with HIV.” 
 
Addi�onal par�al quotes:  “As is o�en the case at MMH, work is supported by a number of partners, BLACKS-
BURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, USA, Presbyterian World Service and Development, Canada, and the Good Li�le 
Sausage Co., Dairy goats have been bought by Blacksburg …..” 
 
And directly from Felix on April 8 – “So far I have managed to do the following work – clothes distribu�on to 

orphans, plan�ng of 800 seedlings to 6 primary schools, doing awareness campaign for three days, renova�on 

of livestock kraal (pen) , establishing demonstra�on garden at Samson primary school and crop planted with 

soy and maize and also introduced bee keeping to my project and is going well.”…. 7 piglets from (Dr. Ruth 

Shakespeare) were given to orphans,   I wish you all the best.”  

CEDEPCA's staff members, Emerson Morales, Judy Moore and Judith Castaneda kicked  
off the first of many celebra�ons by a�ending the CEDEPCA USA Board mee�ng during  
January in Atlanta! 
 
Look for more 30th year celebra�ons on our FB pages at CEDEPCA and CEDEPCA USA  
or Instagram @cedepca_usa:#30yearstransforminglives.  

Happy 30th Anniversary to CEDEPCA  



BPC CELEBRATES  
The 2016  High School Graduates 

Shannon Hunter will graduate from Blacksburg High School, 
and plans to attend the School of Nursing at University of Virginia 
in the fall. 
 
 
 
 

Eden Elizabeth Phillips 
will be attending the  

United States Military 
Academy at West Point in 

the fall, but reports for   
Cadet Basic Training there 

at the end of June. She plans to major in civil engineer-
ing, get involved in Young Life in West Point, NY, and 

maybe even join the chapel choir! She is excited for this 
opportunity the Lord has presented her, and can't wait to 

see where God leads her!"  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Ian Davis plans to attend 
Virginia Tech in the fall in the  

College of Engineering.  
 
 
 
 
 
Sophia Thompson 
Sophia Thompson will  
attend Virginia Tech this fall  
majoring in Neuroscience.  
 
 
 

Praying that God surrounds our graduates and their families 
with light and love  as they begin a new chapter in their lives. 



Ukirk At Virginia Tech 

 Ukirk Virginia Tech students traveled to beau�ful Camp Alta 
Mons in Montgomery County for their annual spring retreat. 
Here’s how one student describes his experience: “During 
our retreat at Camp Alta Mons, we all had the  opportunity 
to get away from school, enjoy the outdoors, and get to 
know each other a li�le be�er through conversa�on and 
fellowship. The �me we spent away from campus to connect 
with God and with one another was needed by all, and was 
greatly refreshing.” 
 

Many students men�oned how freeing it was to not have cell phone or internet  access. They are never able to be 
truly “unplugged” and it was a welcomed break.  

A new exhibit, ART INSPIRED BY NATURE by Phyllis Hain Northup, is gracing the 

walls of Westminster Hall . Phyllis' mother (Phyllis Hain) and sister (Judie 

Reemsnyder) are members of our church. 

Spring Art Exhibit in Westminster Hall 
Featuring the works of  
Phyllis Hain Northup 

Now Enrolling Children for  Parents' Morning 

Out for the 2016-2017 school year.  

Here is some basic informa�on. 

Next year our program will be 

open on Monday -Thursday morn-

ings from 9 am- 12 pm. Children 

may register to a�end one to four 

days, depending on needs of your family and 

child. The program is designed for children 12 

months and walking through 4 year olds. On a 

daily basis children will have free play, cra�s, 

snacks, stories, songs and outdoor play. Our 

ra�o is kept low with three teachers and 

fi�een children in the class each day. If you 

are interested you can send me a message here or 

email me at bpcpmo@gmail.com and feel free to 

pass the informa�on along to anyone you feel 

might be interested. 

Cooper House is offering two (2) parking spaces for use 
during Virginia Tech’s six (6) home football games for a sea-
son fee of $175.00 each.  Cooper House is a very short walk 
to the stadium, and the backyard lawn area can be used for 
pre/post game ac�vi�es. Spaces are available on a first 
come basis; deadline: August 22, 2016.  For more infor-
ma�on email Terry McClellan at admin@pcusa-vt.org. 



ECUMENICAL CORNER 



FAITH CIRCLE AND PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN COLLECT ITEMS FOR THE BABY SHOP 
NOW THROUGH MAY 15 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE AVAILABLE AT BPC  

Fair Trade Coffee and items will be available on the first Sunday of each month following worship 
in the Gathering Space.  Items will be available May 1!  Help us to support small farmers with 
Fair Trade items. 

Youth Group                     PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S CIRCLES 

During the school year Middle and High School students 
(grades 6-12) meet most Sunday evenings from  

5:30-7:30 PM in Fellowship Hall for dinner, games,  
and discussions about faith in the lives of youth.   

 

For more informa�on, contact Susan Hunter at  
552-2504 or susanbhunter@yahoo.com.   

 

Upcoming  Dates for the Calendar 
 
 

May 1       Hike a�er worship, bring bag lunch 
 

May 8     Dinner & Program at BPC 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

May 15      End of the Year Party—5:30-7:30 p.m. at  
     Colleen and Russell Drumheller’s home:  
     1021 Green Ridge Road., Chris�ansburg 
 
 

Presbyterian Women Circles  
All women are invited to join one of our Circles! 

 

Lydia Circle meets on May 2nd Lydia Circle will meet for 
the end of the year lunch at 12:00 noon in Fellowship 
Hall.  For more informa�on contact Sylvia Echols at  951-
1044 or at ssechols@aol.com.  
 
 

Hildegard Circle meets at 6:00 p.m. on  
Monday, May 9, at Judy Pospichal’s home, 
1485 Jefferson Forest Lane, Blacksburg,  
potluck dinner and discussion of Lesson 9.   
Newcomers are welcome. Please RSVP to Judy at  
judypospichal@gmail.com.    
 
  
Faith Circle meets at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, May 9 at 
Cabo Fish Taco for the final “formal” mee�ng. Faith Circle 
may meet over the summer, Jen Stewart will let you 
know. For more informa�on on Faith Circle contact Jen 
Stewart at jenbusickstewart@yahoo.com or  540-449-
1532.  

The ladies of Faith Circle, along with Presbyterian Women, will be collec�ng infant and children's items on behalf of 
the Baby Shop and Valley Interfaith Child Care Center (VICCC) in the month of April and first half of May. The Baby 
Shop and VICCC and the children they serve are currently in need of the following items:  
 

Diapers (sizes newborn to 6, but they are especially in need of size 4, 5, and 6) 
Pull ups 
Socks (white, size 12-24 months and size 4)  
Baby wipes 
Baby shampoo 
Baby powder 
Baby lo�on 
Diaper cream 

 
We will be collec�ng these gi�s throughout now un�l Sunday, May 15th in the Gathering Space. If you have any ques-
�ons regarding dona�ons, please contact Jen Stewart (jenbusickstewart@yahoo.com). 
 
Thank you! 

 



Season of Creation 
in worship May 22, May 29, and June 5, 2016 

 
Members of the Creation Care Team, the Worship Ministry, and the church staff are again this year making 
plans to observe a Season of Creation in worship the three Sundays following Pentecost.  Last year, we cele-
brated this Season of Creation in July.  This year the church calendar allows us to do this earlier, when fewer 
people are away than during the summer months.   
 
The church year is organized primarily on the life of Jesus and the life of discipleship, through the liturgical 
seasons of Advent, Lent, Easter, etc.  The focus on Jesus and the Christian life in the lectionary system, how-
ever, may not give adequate opportunity to focus on God the creator, the biblical call to worship	with all cre-
ation, and the biblical mandate to care	for creation. A Season of Creation is an opportunity for congrega-
tions to take time in the church year to focus their celebration on God the creator, Christ as the redeemer of 
creation, and the Spirit as sustainer of creation—to worship God along with all creation (as the Psalms en-
join), and to express gratitude, love, and a commitment to be partners with Christ in the healing of creation.   
 
Lutheran churches in Australia began a Season of Creation several years ago, following a sort of lectionary, 
with a three-year cycle of themes.  Last year our themes were Planet Earth, Sky/Air, and Rivers/Water.  
This year our themes at BPC will be: 
May 22 – Rainbow Sunday (with an emphasis on the covenant with Noah symbolized by the rainbow) 
May 29 – Forest Sunday  
June 5 – Animal Sunday 
The liturgy, music and sermon will be focused on these themes  each week, and we will also all have an op-
portunity to make an individual or household pledge to care of the earth. 
 
Please plan to join us for the Season of Creation! 
 
Watch for some new landscaping, including pollinator-friendly �lowers and shrubs, in the area between the 
parking lot door and the basketball goal.   This is a project of the Creation Care Team, to make our grounds 
more natural and wildlife-friendly, which we hope to carry out in May. 

Hunger is more than a physical hurt.  Hunger disrupts how someone thinks, feels and acts.   
Hunger diminishes the quality of a person’s life.  In food insecure households,  health and wellness suffer. 

 
For example: 
69% of food insecure households have a member with high blood pressure 
43% have a member with diabetes 
76% have had to choose between food and medical care 
65% have unpaid medical bills 

 
When you’re hungry, you o�en don’t have the luxury of being concerned about what food is good for you.  But     
people are healthier and happier when they are not hungry. 
 
Give to Cents-Ability and you can help stabilize the lives and health of your neighbors and friends who are food       
insecure. 

BPC’s CENTS-ABILITY COLLECTION 
Sunday, May 15 



ELDER OF THE WEEK                      
April 25—May 1  Ami Jo 
May 2– May 8  Brent Opell 
May 9—May 15  Cherry Pelt 
May 16 —May 22  Susan Bailey 
May 23—May 29  Jack Call 
May 30– June 5  Lynn Thye 
June 6—June 12  Wilmoth O’Dell 

Check our website for the most up to date calendar 
Monday, May 2 
     12:00 p.m. Lydia Circle meets for End-of-Year Lunch—FH 
     7:00 p.m.    Community Ministry meets—WM 
     7:00 p.m. Adult Ed Ministry meets– HCR 
Tuesday, May 3 
     7:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Bible Study-HCR 
     9:30 a.m. Staff meets –HCR 
     9:30 a.m. Quilters gather –FH 
   11:00 a.m. Prayer Group meets—Prayer Room 
Wednesday, May 4 
    6:30 p.m. Choir Party at Hilton Garden Inn– No rehearsal 
Thursday, May 5 
      9:30 a.m.  Caring for the Community 
Sunday, May 8 Happy Mother’s Day 
    9:10 a.m. Sunday School  for all ages 
  10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 
  10:30 a.m. Worship  
5:30-7:30 p.m. Youth group meets at BPC for dinner & program 
 Monday, May 9 
    9:30 a.m. Staff meets– HCR 
    6:00 p.m. Hildegard Circle meets at Judy Pospichal’s home 
    6:00 p.m. Faith Circle End of the Year party. 
Tuesday, May 10 
    7:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Bible Study-HCR 
    9:30 a.m. Quilters gather –FH 
  11:00 a.m. Prayer Group meets—Prayer Room 
   7:00 p.m. Children’s Ministry Group meets– WM 
Wednesday, May 11 
    4:00 p.m. Peace Jus�ce, Global Mission meets– HCR 
    7:15p.m.   Adult  Choir prac�ce –No Bell prac�ce today 
Saturday, May 14 
 10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. Cub Scouts Raingu�er Rega�a– FH 
Sunday, May 15—Presbyterian Women Sunday 
   BPC’s Cents Ability collec�on 
   9:10 a.m.  Sunday School for all ages 
 10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 
 10:30 a.m. Worship  
5:30-7:30 p.m. Youth Group meets for Party @  the Drumheller’s   
Monday, May 16 
  4:00 p.m.  PW Coordina�ng Team –WM 
Tuesday, May 17 
    7:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Bible Study-HCR 
    9:30 a.m. Quilters gather –FH 
  11:00 a.m. Prayer Group meets—Prayer Room 
Wednesday, May 18 
   7:15 p.m..  Adult Choir prac�ce 
Thursday, May 19 
   9:30 a.m.  Caring for the Community 
Sunday, May 22  
     9:10 a.m. Last Sunday School Class for school year 
   10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 
   10:30 a.m. Worship  
   12:00 p.m. End of the Year All Church Pot Luck Lunch 
Monday, May 23 
      1:00 p.m. KnitWits meet—WM 
Monday, May 30—Church Office Closed for Memorial Day 

SERVING THIS MONTH 

—Dates to Remember— 
*-HCR—Hatcher Conference Room 

*-FH—Fellowship Hall      *WM—Westminster Hall 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

2 – Charles Amos, Ali Wood  
3 – Judy Bircher, Don Bixby, Mary Lee Hendricks 
6 – Robin Bosch  
7 - Dewey Newman 
8 - Megan Eschenmann 
9 – Marcia Cowley, Rachel Richardson 
10 – Shannon Hunter 
11 – Elva Miller 
12 – Brent Opell 
13 - Tyler Warren 
14 - John Hassler, Annie Moore 
15 – Amy Cowan, Hans Stahl   

1 - Gracie Byron, Nicholas Bundren, Robin Faulkner  
2 – Zachary Swartzwelder 
3 – Jayna Browder Ratcliff, Jason Pospichal,  
 Dale Wimberley  
4 – Peggy Kincaid, Courtney Spencer, Melinda Winslow 
5 -  Sue Drzal, Jim Schlaudecker 
6 – Renie Newman  
7 – Lynn Lipsey, Craig Woolsey  
8 - Randy Ingham 
9 - Janne Mathes, Reece McFall 
11 – Jud Campbell, Rick Davis, Isaac Haak 
12 – Tom Keenan 
13 – Betsy O’Brien, Emma Grace Woolsey  
14 – Eilyn Coil-Silver 
15 – Carolyn White 
16 –Easley Smith, Andrew Snyder-Bea�e 
17 – Elise Bailey, Suzanne Sanford 
18 – Martha Dillard 
21 –Loy Campbell, Peg Warren  
22 – Steve Drumheller, Nancy Phillips  
23 – Craig Winslow 
24 – Ma�hew Thorse�  
26 – Rich Polikoff 

28 –Tom Reisinger, Bob Stuart 
29-  Brian Thorse� 
30 –Greg Campbell, Sallie Drumheller, Bill Foy,  
        Barbara Houston, Joey Zobel 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
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BLACKSBURG  PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

A Vibrant Congrega�on of   
Welcome, Worship and Outreach 

 

701 CHURCH ST SE 
Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

540-552-2504     FAX 540-961-5691 
www.blacksburgpres.org 

Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org 
 
Catherine Taylor, Pastor: catherine@blacksburgpres.org  
 

Charles Taylor, Parish Assoc.: clt@vt.edu 
 

Jeffrey Anthony, Music Director: Jeffrey@blacksburgpres.org 
 

Kendra Crabtree, Director of Communica�on and Church Life 
             …kendra@blacksburgpres.org  
 

Susan Hunter, Director of Children and Youth Ministries… 
**New Email address**                 susanh@blacksburgpres.org 
 

Sherry Ingham, Office Manager:  sherry@blacksburgpres.org 
 

Viola Howery, Custodian 
 

Ginny Taylor-Troutman, UKirk, Presbyterian Campus Ministry:  
campusminister@pcusa-vt.org     
 

 

   
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

End of the Year All Church Potluck Lunch 
Sunday, May 22 at 12:00 noon 

 
Vacation Bible School  

June 5-8 from 5:30-8:00 p.m. 
 

Pentecost Offering at BPC 
Sunday, June 12 

 
Bread for the World Letter Writing 

Sunday, June 12 
 

Picture Directory Photo Days: 
July 15th—1:00-7:00 p.m. 

 
July 16th—10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 
August 2nd—1:00-7:00 p.m. 

Save the dates!! 
 


