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 Friends,                                                               from Susan’s Study 
 
 Who wants to wait anyway?  I would much rather have everything now.  I want my food ready right 
now.  I want a new i-phone now.  I want my favorite author to finish that new book and get it into my 
hands instantly.  I want to know what God wants me to do with my whole life right this minute.  I want to 
go on my dream vacation no later than Thursday, please.   And, just for kicks, I want a new Head of 
Staff/Pastor at BPC now too. 
 But, hold on a minute.  That’s right.  We are in the middle of Advent, a time of waiting.  This time 
comes around every year in the church calendar.  It’s the time when God reminds us once again that 
waiting isn’t a bad thing.  But, this waiting God calls us to every year is more important than any other 
waiting we could ever do.  This waiting is about preparing ourselves for the coming of the Messiah.  It’s 
about cleaning out our souls to make space for something new and different, something all together 
more wonderful than we could ever imagine.  It’s about sitting in the darkness and being alert and 
ready for that first beam of light to break through. 
 And through God’s grace, the waiting for Christ spills over into the rest of our lives.  We begin to 
look for and wait for Christ everywhere.  And we begin to participate in Christ’s deep and amazing love. 
 During this season together, we wait with eager anticipation for the coming of Christ.  I invite you, in 
the busy-ness of the season, to watch for Christ.  I invite you to take time out of the busy-ness and 
wonder.  I, along with John the Baptist, invite you to repent and make room in your lives for Emmanuel, 
God-with-us.  I invite you to watch and wait, for Christ is near. 
 Last week, part of the devotional on www.d365.org was this prayer: 
 
  In the stillness of a moment, 
  Be aware that God is near. 
  Still your heart and mind to hear, and 
  Know that in the darkest night, 
  God is bringing you the Light, 
  Is making the way to come to you. 
 
 May we be aware that God is near, now and always. 
 

*************************************** 
     We are in waiting mode again here at BPC, not only in Advent, but also in the life of our congrega-
tion.  After saying goodbye to Interim Pastor Bill Love, we are waiting for a new permanent Pastor/Head 
of Staff to be called.  I am grateful to the Personnel Committee for their devotion to this church and for 
the care with which they have made a hard decision which is in the best interest of BPC.  And, I con-
tinue to pray for the Pastor Nominating Committee as they do their work, searching for the right  person 
for BPC. 
 The waiting is hard.  The good news is that we wait together for the person God is preparing for us 
next.  This isn’t the kind of waiting when we sit in the waiting room, getting angry that the time of our 
appointment has come and gone.  Instead, we wait-growing, worshipping, and serving God together.  
We uphold one another in love.  We challenge one another.  We continue looking for Christ in our 
midst.  We open our hearts and our lives to God’s direction.  We continue with and expand the mission 
and ministry we have been about for the 175+ years of BPC’s history.  We wait.  We grow.  We live into 
Christ’s calling together. 
 
        Peace to you this day, 



 PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

We rejoice and give thanks to God for…  
 
...the waiting that Advent brings.  
...beautiful Christmas lights that remind us of 
 Christ’s light to the world. 
...greetings from friends far and near. 
...laughter. 
 
 

Trusting in God’s presence, grace, healing, and car e,  
we also pray for many people…  
 
 

...for Melanie Spencer who is having surgery this week. 

...for Evelyn Wolf as she has surgery this week. 

...for Margaret McFadden’s family following her death. 

...for the Metz family on the death of their father/ 
 grandfather, Robert Aycock. 
...for the family of Ann VanTassel, a friend of the  
 congregation who died of cancer. 
...for J.D. Stahl. 
...for J.B. Jones following the death of his wife Jane. 
...for Charlie O’Brian who is recovering for surgery. 
...for Ned Lester after the death of his brother.  
...for Ruth Shoulders. 
...for Melba Wisman’s daughter-in law. 
...for Al and Fran Leighton’s daughter, Christa,  following 
 surgery for breast cancer.  
.…for Marti Snyder’s mother who is ill. 
…for Austin Banks’ mother who is undergoing treatment. 
 ...for Suzanne Sanford’s sister-in-law undergoing chemo
- therapy for brain tumors. 
...for those without shelter. 
…for those grieving the loss of a loved one, especially 
 during this season. 

Gratitude & Celebration   
Corner 

Celebrating A New Arrival 
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We look forward to your items  for the newsletter. 

Please have all items submitted to Sherry by 
 December 2. Items may be submitted by 
email to: bpc@blacksburgpres.org  

 

           Newsletter Schedule: 
December 29 - deadline December 16 

(Slight change in dates due to  the holiday season.) 
January 13 - deadline is January 6 

 

Don’t forget our newsletter is available on  
our website! Check it out! www.blacksburgpres.org 

BPC’s  
2 Cents a Meal Collection 

Sunday, December 20, 2009 

"To allow the hungry to remain hungry would be 
blasphemy against God and one's neighbor, for 
what is nearest to God is precisely the need of 
one's neighbor.  It is for the love of Christ, which 
belongs as much to the hungry as to myself, that   
I share my bread with them and that I share my 
dwelling with the homeless.  If the hungry do not 
attain to faith, then the fault falls on those who  
refuse them bread.  To provide the hungry with 
bread is to prepare the way for the coming  
of grace."               -Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

The Children’s Ed Committee would like to thank 
the dozens of people who baked and assembled 67 
Gingerbread Houses for our annual decorating 
party! We appreciate your hours of rolling, cutting, 
and baking dough while covered in flour. It always 
leads to fun and fellowship for families and Way 
Cool kids before Christmas. Some of the decorated 
houses will be delivered to homebound members to 
spread some Christmas cheer. Blessings to you all! 

Congratulations to Mary Fain on the birth 
of  her new grandson, Mason Edgar Fain.   
He was born September 3, 2009 to Richard and 
Tracy Fain and big sisters Mackenzie and Madison 
in  Charlottesville, VA. 
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Congratulations BPC!  We surpassed our goal of   
1, 000 cans of fruit for the Christmas Store– in fact 
this was the largest, most generous contribution to 
the Christmas Store in 20 years! 
Thank you all for your support. 



YOUTH NEWS 

Dec. 13 -  No Youth Group 
Dec. 20 -   4:00 p.m. Caroling– meet at BPC - 
 then Youth Group Christmas Party 
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Begins Wednesday, Sept. 9 

4:00—6:45 P.M. 

Fall 2009 Schedule: 
 

Dec. 9  6:00 p.m. Potluck dinner &  
 Gingerbread House Decorating  

 

Christmas Lovefeast 
 to be Celebrated December 13  

at BPC 

     As the early Christians met and broke bread 
together to celebrate their union, fellowship and joy 
in Christ after the outpouring of the spirit at Pente-
cost, the holding of lovefeasts has come to be one 
of the outstanding customs of the Moravian 
Church. Other Christian groups throughout the 
world have borrowed from this service of unity and 
goodwill among people. 
    The lovefeast is primarily  a song service with 
scripture and prayer, during which a slightly sweet-
ened bun and warm drink are shared in the pew, 
after a traditional simple blessing. Later, candles 
are lighted and the beloved Moravian hymn, 
“Morning Star” is sung antiphonally.  
     The Moravian Lovefeast dates back to the 
1720’s, following the Renewal of the Moravian 
Church, spiritual descendant of the Czech re-
former, Jan Hus, who was martyred in 1415. This 
group in the Reformed Tradition theologically, pre-
dates the Reformation. They sent missionaries 
around the world-including North America in 1735. 
Permanent settlements were established in Penn-
sylvania (Bethlehem 1741), North Carolina (Salem 
1766), and elsewhere. 
     The Moravian Star, normally displayed in 
churches and homes for the first Sunday of Advent 
through Epiphany, symbolizes Jesus Christ who 
came into the world to be the light of all people. 
The many points of the star proclaim that Christ’s 
concern is for all mankind. The white color of the 
star reflects the righteousness and purity of Christ.  
     BPC will offer this joyful service with    
choirs and musicians in the sanctuary for our 
congregation and community at 6:00 p.m.,  
Sunday, December 13th, after a potluck dinner 
in Fellowship Hall at 5:00p.m.  Please join us. 

�
�����������������������������  

For the next 40 days, we encourage you to par-
ticipate in BPC’s Healthy Holiday Challenge.  It’s 
all about being mindful of what you eat, maintaining a 
healthy activity level, and finding balance during the 
season of Advent. There will be weekly emails with 
scripture, tips and resource. To sign up, email Jan 
McGilliard at janmcgilli@gmail.com or by phone at 
953-1366. 
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The Youth Group had fun baking cookies   
together last week.  They enjoyed having a 
chance to visit while delivering the cookies 
and oranges to church members.  Thanks to 
all those who took part!  



           
       PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 

SUMMARY OF SESSION 
MEETING NOVEMBER 

ADVENT ART SHOW 

Do you have an interesting nativity, angel, or spe-
cial Christmas artwork to share?  The Arts Commit-
tee is hosting an Advent Art Show in Westminster 
Hall.  Items can be hung on the wall, or placed on 
the top shelves of the library.  Please bring objects 
in now, and pick them up on Dec. 20 or 27. Contact 
Marti Snyder at 961-5031 or Email her at 
mss_quilt@yahoo.com.  

     The meeting opened with prayer.  Bill Love spoke  
on church history, asked session to adjust his 30 day 
notification date to December 9, 2009 then removed 
himself from the meeting.  Session approved the      
adjustment and gave Personnel permission to work  
with Bill on any other details pertaining to his departure.  
Susan Verbrugge continued as moderator and Connie 
Cummings was approved as substitute clerk for the 
meeting.  Minutes of the November 8 meeting were  
approved with minor changes.   
     The Membership Review Committee recommended 
a list of member’s names to be removed from the rolls. 
Most of these names are from the very old membership 
book and are members who have moved from the area, 
transferred or requested a change to their status but 
had not officially been removed.  The motion was     
approved with minor changes.  
     Susan Hunter’s one year interim contract as     
Christian Educator has expired.  The Personnel     
Committee moved that in light of the fact that Susan 
has performed the duties of the position with skill, 
knowledge, and grace, she be hired as the part-time 
Christian Educator for Youth and Children and that    
her title be “Director of Children and Youth Ministries.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
     A motion was made and approved to spend money 
from the Ruth White Fisher Endowment for stretchers 
and framing of four new quilted pieces for the narthex 
that reflect the colors and designs of the chancel win-
dows.  The quilting group donated the fabric and time  
to make them.     
     Pastoral concerns were shared and the meeting 
closed with prayer.      All BPC Women (all ages!) are invited to the an-

nual women’s retreat at Camp Alta Mons, January 
29, beginning at supper on Friday and ending after 
worship on Sunday morning, January 31, 2010. 
Come share in the fun and fellowship of this annual 
event. It is a chance to rejuvenate, relax and con-
nect with your BPC sisters. Some of our traditional 
activities include book sharing (bring a favorite book 
from 2009), Bible Study, hiking, singing and sharing 
good food. There is also lots of free time for nap-
ping, knitting, journaling, sketching or whatever else 
might suit you. 
    This year the theme will be JOURNEY. We will 
get to know each other better as we share our jour-
ney. There will be guided meditation and worship 
on Sunday. 
     Room rates at Alta Mons are $65 per room per 
night (single or double occupancy). A deposit of 
$45 is due by January 15 to Connie Cummings or 
to the church office. Let us know if you would like a 
roommate. There will be a small additional charge 
for food cost. Scholarship are available...just ask. 

Hildegard meets on Tuesday, December 15 at  
6:00 p.m. at the home of Katie St. Marie. The les-
son will not be from the Joshua Study Guide, but    
a special lesson prepared by Jama Hayes. Please 
bring a main dish or salad to share.  
 

Youngish Women meets on Dec. 15th at Nancy 
Phillips’ home at 7:30 p.m. For more information 
contact Sarah Woolsey at 961-3283.  

           
BPC’S WINTERLUDE  

WOMEN’S RETREAT 2010 
January 29 - January 31, 2010 

Camp Alta Mons, Shawsville, VA 

Help make Christmas special for others.  Come   
to the gathering space where our tree is brimming 

full of ornaments.  On the ornaments, you will find 
something you and your family can buy for someone in 
need.  This year the ornaments on the tree are food 
items for Micah’s Backpack and gifts for PRAYS 
(PResbyterians at Your Service) children.  Take an   
ornament(s) off the tree.  Take it (them) shopping with 
you.  Bring back the item(s) by December 20.  Food 
items go directly  under the tree. Wrap other gifts and 
attach the ornament to it so that we know who the gift 
is for.  The  items will be delivered to St. Michael  Lu-
theran Church for Micah’s Backpack or to the PRAYS 
families.  Who knew that a tree with no ornaments on it 
could be so beautiful?     
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ELDER OF THE WEEK 
December 13 -  Jimmy Ritter 
December 20 -  Dale Wolf 
December 27 - Arlice Banks 
 

COUNTERS 
 

December 13 -  Bill Neely and Bob Hendricks 
December 20 -  David Harder and Shalini Perumpral 
December 27 -   Easley Smith and Dorothy Domermuth 
 

SERVICE TEAM DRIVERS FOR WORSHIP 
Contact Jason Pospichal  
 

HEAD USHER  
December –Pat & Lorinda Straley 

Check our website for the most up to date calendar 
 

Wednesday, December 9  
 4:00 p.m. �����������	
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� 6:00 p.m. Gingerbread Houses-Potluck  Dinner�
Sunday, Dec. 13 
    9:30 a.m. Sunday School –last day for the year 
  10:30 a.m. Coffee  
   12:15 p.m. Youth Group –Lunch then make &  
    deliver cookies 
 5:00 p.m.  Potluck Dinner 
 6:00 p.m. Christmas Lovefeast 
Monday, Dec14 
   9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting-*HCR 
 Tuesday, Dec. 15  
   7:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Bible Study-*HCR 
   9:30 a.m. Quilting Group meets-*HCR 
 12:00 p.m. Advent Soup & Prayer-*FH 
   6:00 p.m. Hildegard meets  
   7:30 p.m. Youngish Women at Nancy Phillips’ 
 Sunday, Dec. 20  
    9:30 a.m. All Church Breakfast 
    4:00 p.m.  Caroling 
    4:00 p.m.  Youth Group meet for Caroling – 
    then Christmas party 
    5:30 p.m. OCT – HCR* 
Thursday, Dec. 24-Office Closed 
   5:00 p.m.  Family Worship Service 
   8:45 p.m.  Special Music 
   9:00 p.m. Candlelight Service with Communion 
Friday, Dec. 25-Office Closed 
   1:00 p.m. Luncheon at Holiday Inn at Prices Fork 

Thursday, Dec. 30, 2009– Office Closed 
Friday, Dec.  31, 2009-Office Closed 
 

Saturday, January 1, 2010– Happy New Year! 
 
Sunday, January 3, 2010 
   9:30 a.m. Sunday School resumes 
  10:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship  
    11:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 
Monday, Jan. 4, 2010 
   9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting-*HCR 
 Tuesday, Jan. 5  
   7:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Bible Study-*HCR 
   9:30 a.m. Quilting Group meets-*FH 
 10:00 a.m. Prayer Group meets-Prayer Room 
Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2010 
 7:00 p.m. Children’s Ed Committee meets-*WM 
Sunday, January 10, 2010 
   9:30 a.m. Sunday School resumes 
  10:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship  
    11:00 a.m. Worship  
  12:15 p.m. Birthday Party for Jesus 
       2:00 p.m. PW Annual Meeting 

SERVING THIS MONTH 

—Dates to Remember— 
*-HCR—Hatcher Conference Room 

*-FH—Fellowship Hall      *WM—Westminster Hall 

3 - Anna Deater-Deckard, Dave Hayes, 
 Isaiah Sharp, Barbara Ellen Smith  
4 - Emma Hayes 
5 - Shelly Threlkeld 
6 – Caden Byrd, Marti Snyder 
7 - Judy Davis, Katie Greenfield, Rosa Linkous  
8 - Marilyn Hutchins, John Hunter 
9 – Charles Good 
10 – Tate Pospichal 
11 - Mary Harder 
14 - Suzanne Reisinger 
17 - Erin Straley, Mary Frances Taylor  
18 - Carla Bundren, Peggy Cain, Bobbie Chase, 
 Laurie Good, Marquita Hill  
20 - Neal Boyd 
21-  Woody Leach 
22 - Scott Lau, Judy Pospichal  
23 – Austin Banks 
25 – Susan Barnard  
26 - Anne Grover, B’easy Thompson 
28 - Lynn Byrd 
29 - Steven Gordon 
31- Sheridan Bell 

 

December Birthdays   

Getting Christmas Right 
 
Prevent us, O Lord, from letting our Christmas    
be spent foolishly. Remind us that it is Christ’s 
birthday we celebrate and not our own. Keep us 
from wanting our own desires to be fulfilled and 
from being angry or hurt when they are not. Make 
us mature in our thoughts and actions. Especially 
stir up such great love within us, that we may carry 
the blessed glow of Christmas with us now and 
through the days of life to come. In the name of 
the Christ child. Amen. 



BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
PO BOX 144 
BLACKSBURG, VA 24063   

www.blacksburgpres.org  

*change service requested 
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P. O. Box 144  
Blacksburg, VA  24063-0144 

540-552-2504     FAX 540-961-5691 
www.blacksburgpres.org 

Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org 
�
�

Susan Verbrugge , Associate Pastor …… 
         susan@blacksburgpres.org 
 

Charles Taylor, Parish Associate……………clt@vt.edu 
 

James Bryant , Director of Music ………………………. 
         jamesrbryant@comcast.net 
 

Mary Harder , Children’s Choir Director…………………  
           mary.harder1@gmail.com 
 

Susan Hunter , Director of Children and Youth Ministries… 
         susanbhunter@yahoo.com 
 

Sherry Ingham , Administrative Assistant …………….. 
            bpc@blacksburgpres.org 
 

Viola Howery , Custodian 
 

Catherine Snyder , Presbyterian Campus Minister …… 
               cooper.house@bev.net 
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